
WAHOO – When the CO-
VID-19 pandemic closed local
schools, Elizabeth Johnson,
a math teacher at Omaha
North, came home to stay
with her parents, Orville and
Karen Johnson, in Wahoo.

She’s been busy working
with her students via video-
conferencing, but had some
spare time and decided to
dust off her sewing skills and
make facemasks. Her mother
quickly joined in the project,
and as of late last week they
had made dozens of the cloth
coverings now recommend-
ed for everyone to wear to
protect themselves from the
novel coronavirus, which
causes the COVID-19 disease.

Elizabeth is making a spe-
cific type of mask to help out
an orthopedic urgent care of-
fice in Omaha. While she was
in a fabric store in Omaha on
March 19 picking up materi-
al for the masks, she ran into
a nurse who looked a little
out of her element. She said
her medical facility needed
masks, but she didn’t know
what she was doing.

Elizabeth offered her ser-
vices and worked with the
doctors and nurses to deter-
mine what they needed. She
adapted a pattern to create a
mask to use in conjunction
with the N95 respirator that
health care providers wear
to protect themselves from
the virus.

MEAD – Initially a gift to
his kids, Eddie Couch said
perler art became an art
form that he hasn’t been able
to put down since.

“I started showing them
how to place anchors and
build better pieces,” he said.
“Then I personally started
to self-discover how to make
larger projects. Now I have a
couple projects that are na-
tionally seen due to social
media.”

Perler beads are small,
heat activated beads that
can be laid on a mat to cre-
ate interesting patterns. Af-
ter heat is applied, the beads
will fuse together to create
any shape or pattern de-
sired.

Couch said it is an art
form typically done by little
kids to make small crafts.

“I just apply them so it’s
an art piece that I would vi-
sually enjoy,” he said. “

Couch said he can’t re-
member how long he’s loved
art, but that passion was
honed when he attended the
former Midland Lutheran
College in Fremont.

“Bryan Yancey and Robert
Therian would both help me
quite a bit,” he said. “Both of
them set time aside to help
me with projects. Along the
way they would give me bet-
ter tools and brushes as my
skills improved. Obviously,
they both knew the road bet-
ter and assisted along the
way.”

Couch said he likes three-
dimensional art over other
kinds of art.

“I like three-dimensional
but spend most of my time
doing two-dimensional

work,” he said. “Three-di-
mensional actually becomes
an object where two dimen-
sional is just an image.”

Couch gives credit to

another one of his former
teachers who didn’t actually
teach art, but she was taking
art classes herself at night
and recognized his talent.

“She noticed I had some
natural skills and she start-
ed teaching me what she
had learned,” he said. “I was
maybe 10 or 11. She was my
biggest fan in all aspects of
life.”

Couch is excited to see
how his love of art is influ-

encing his children, Em-
mett, 14, Isaac, 12 and Ben-
son, 7.

“My boys see me doing
projects,” he said. “So, its
monkey see monkey do. A
lot of times I will do smaller
project and ask for their help
or get one started and let
them finish it. But ultimate-
ly, I want my boys to have
no limits on their creativity.
Artists enjoy the unknown.”

WAHOO – A number of employ-
ees of Saunders County Depart-
ment of Corrections have tested
positive for COVID-19 over the past
two weeks.

As of Sunday, four employees of
the organization have been diag-
nosed with tested positive for the
novel coronavirus, the virus that
causes the COVID-19 disease, ac-
cording to Three Rivers Public
Health Department.

On March 31, Three Rivers an-
nounced that a corrections employ-
ee had tested positive. That employ-
ee was a Douglas County resident.
The gender and age of the person
was not revealed.

The next day, the health depart-
ment announced that another em-
ployee tested positive. This time is
was a Saunders County resident, a
female in her 20s.

Last Friday, the third case con-
nected to jail was announced. The
female in her 50s was also an em-
ployee who lives in Saunders Coun-
ty.

The fourth case was announced
on Sunday. A female resident of
Dodge County who is in her 20s has

tested positive.
On Friday, 12 employees of Saun-

ders County Corrections were test-
ed for COVID-19. A tent was set up
outside of the Law Enforcement
Judicial Center, where the jail is lo-
cated. Of those tested, two were pos-
itive for the virus, said Three Riv-
ers Executive Director Terra Uhing
on Monday. Those two reported
over the weekend as the third and
fourth cases.

Uhing said the COVID-19 diagno-

sis does not affect the work being
done by the rest of the corrections
staff still on the job.

“The employees at the Saunders
County Department of Corrections
are continuing to provide the best
service possible and Sheriff Stuke-
nholtz has provided excellent lead-
ership.”

Stukenholtz said the jail employ-
ees have risen to the occasion dur-
ing these trying times.

“The employees we have are

making extraordinary efforts to
serve their community with their
outstanding work ethic,” he said.

Saunders County Jail Adminis-
trator Brian Styskal said they are
working in conjunction with Three
Rivers as well as the Governor’s Of-
fice to deal with the situation in the
best way possible.

“We screen all inmates and take
temperatures of staff as well as in-
mates multiple times per day while
also assessing other symptoms re-
lated to this situation,” he said.
“We are sanitizing everything we
can as often as we can. We are edu-
cating the inmates as much as we
can.”

Styskal said they had had a plan
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“ We screen all inmates and take temperatures of staff as well as
inmates multiple times per day while also assessing other symptoms

related to this situation.”
- Brian Styskal, Saunders County Jail Administrator
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Teachers on Parade
Yutan Public Schools faculty and staff parade down Fourth Street in Yutan on April 1 to see their students, but at a safe distance. Staff members like Susan Knigge (at left in ATV)

adorned their vehicles with signs, balloons and other decorations to show their students just how much they miss them. For more pictures, go to Page 3 and www.wahoonewspaper.
com. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

• Donna L. Hall, 87, Wahoo

• Helen Horacek, 86, Brainard

WAHOO – The celebration
of Wahoo’s 150th birthday
will take place, but organiz-
ers felt the COVID-19 pan-
demic threat warranted a
change of date.

The original date for the
sesquicentennial was June
26 to 28. The new date is Aug.
28 to 30, according to Denise
Lawver, chairperson of the
Wahoo 150 committee. The
committee is made up of
community members.

Lawver said the decision
was made Monday morning
after two key meetings, done
via video conferencing. As
director of the Wahoo Public
Library, she met with other
city department heads and
the subject was discussed.
Later, the Wahoo 150 com-
mittee met and that’s when
they decided to reschedule.

According to Lawver,
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Mother-daughter
team sews masks
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NECESSARY EQUIPMENT: Math teacher Elizabeth Johnson shows off
one of the facemasks she sewed last week. The former Wahoo resident
is teaming up with her mother, Karen Johnson, to sew masks for medi-
cal facilities, family and friends.

We Miss You

UNIQUE ART: Some examples of perler art made by Mead resident Eddie Couch can take over 80 hours
of work to complete.

“I just apply them
so it’s an art piece

that I would
visually enjoy.”

- Eddie Couch
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