
WAHOO – The character
and detail of a 101-year-old
downtown Wahoo building
has been slowly revealed
during a restoration project
that lasted through the sum-
mer.

Work continued last week
on the project to clean the
exterior limestone of the
First State Bank of Nebras-
ka building at 201 East Fifth
Street.

“We’re very proud of the
building and just trying to
keep it up to date,” said Stu-
art Krejci, that bank’s mar-
ket president.

The building is the third
bank under the charter
of First National to stand
on the corner of Fifth and
Linden streets. When the
bank was first established
in 1882, a wooden building
was erected. That building
was moved to another loca-
tion in Wahoo and a second
building was constructed.
The second building stood
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Touhy Nationals

Soaking up
the Sun

A group of afficianados
and collectors of automo-
biles (above) socially distance
themselves by sitting six feet
apart as they talk during the
Touhy Nationals Car Show on
Saturday in Touhy. At right,
Alice Hass (from left), Emily
Hass and Jeremy Woolman
check out the cars while a
pair of spectators inspect a
car from the 1950s. The an-
nual car show drew vehicles
from near and far. (Staff Pho-
tos by Lisa Hanks)

Jury finds Ehrlich guilty on six counts
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Council
denies
sewer
claim

RAYMOND – The kickoff
party for Raymond Central
Public Schools’ new STEM
transformation program
wasn’t quite what had been
originally planned.

There was supposed to be
a public event held during
the summer with hands-on
activities and opportunities
for business leaders, district
patrons, students and staff to
meet the people who will pro-
vide training for the three-
year program.

Instead, the kickoff party
was done online.

The school district hosted
a webinar on Aug. 26 to in-
troduce the community to
the idea of integrating STEM
(science, technology, engi-
neering and math) education
into all parts of the school
day for all grade levels, said
Steve Rose, Raymond Cen-
tral’s district data steward,
school information system
administrator and STEM
grant manager.

“It’s just simply changing
the way we motivate our stu-

New STEM
program
commences
with virtual
kickoff party

A NeW LOOk: Restorations to the First National Bank in Wahoo are made on Friday. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

SEWARD – A jury found Jeffrey
Ehrlich guilty of six of the 10 counts
he was charged with in connection
to a 2019 incident where he used a
semi and baseball bat to attack law
enforcement officers.

The incident took place Aug. 13,
2019, in the 400 block of East Second
Street in Wahoo. Ehrlich allegedly
attacked a sheriff’s deputy with a
baseball bat and drove his semi into

two law enforcement vehicles.
Last Thursday, a jury found Eh-

rlich guilty of third degree assault
on an officer, terroristic threats
(two counts), use of a deadly weap-
on to commit terroristic threats
(two counts) and child abuse. A not
guilty verdict was returned on one
count of terroristic threats and one
count of use of a deadly weapon to
commit terroristic threats, both
for actions allegedly taken against
Chad Dailey, a witness to the event.

The jury was deadlocked on two

other counts – attempted first de-
gree murder and use of a deadly
weapon to commit attempted first
degree murder. The judge declared
a mistrial for those two counts.
Saunders County Attorney Joe Do-
besh said Ehrlich will be retried on
these two charges later this year.
The judge will announce the trial
date in October.

“We respect the jury’s decision
and look forward to the opportuni-
ty to retry Mr. Ehrlich on the two
remaining charges,” Dobesh said.

The incident was described in
an affidavit filed in court last year.
Law enforcement officers were
called to the Ehrlich residence after
he had allegedly assaulted his son.
The report said Ehrlich had called a
neighbor to tell them he’d attacked
his son. In that phone call he also
said that the Wahoo Police Depart-
ment “was going down” and he was
ready to die.

Ehrlich was in his semi when
James Haiar, a Saunders County
Sheriff’s deputy, arrived on the

scene. Ehrlich allegedly got out of
the vehicle with an aluminum base-
ball bat and struck the deputy in
the chest. The suspect then jumped
back into the semi and drove direct-
ly at a Wahoo Police cruiser. Wa-
hoo Officer Ryan Martin was out of
the vehicle and ran into a yard and
behind a tree, but Ehrlich contin-
ued pursuing in the semi, driving
over the curb and stopping about
five feet from the officer.

- See Ehrlich Page 3A
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WAHOO – The Wahoo City
Council agreed with a recom-
mendation from the Board of
Public Works to deny a claim
for sanitary sewer backup
cleanup, stating the city has
a history of denying such
claims.

During last Thursday’s
regular meeting, the coun-
cil heard testimony from
Kenneth and Joyce Delay.
The North Linden Street
residents experienced sewer
backups in their basement
and submitted a claim for
$1,747.50 for cleanup and re-
pair. The incident occurred
on July 13. A second backup
took place on Aug. 19, Joyce
Delay told the council.

The Delays called a local
plumber to clear the sanitary
sewer line, but were told by
the plumber that the plug
was located beyond the reach
of his cable machine. Anoth-
er contractor was called to
excavate the line. Once the
line was exposed, City Build-
ing Inspector Travis Beavers
and Tim Nordstrom were

- See Council Page 3

- See STEM Page 3

First National Bank undergoing restoration

- See Restore Page 3
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