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WAHOO – The Saunders
County Fair wrapped up an-
other eight day run on Sun-
day, and officials are giving
the entire event high praise.

Good weather, good crowds
and good participation were
on the report card again for
the county fair.

Saunders County Agricul-
tural Society Board Member
Kurt Ohnoutka said atten-
dance for all of the fair’s mo-
tor sports were similar to or
above previous years.

The demo derby, which
was switched from the last
Sunday to the first Sunday
of the fair this year, boasted
a crowd that was probably a
record number, he said.

The change in the demo
derby allowed for other
changes too. The entry re-
lease, 4-H barbecue and 4-H
livestock auction all moved
to earlier times Sunday.

Saunders County Agricul-
tural Society Board Member
Dave Chvatal said there were
a lot of positives heard about
this change.

“We only heard good com-
ments,” he said.

By the end of the week,
people are ready to pack up
and move back home and
the earlier time for the final
activities made that happen
sooner.

Ohnoutka agreed.
Overall, he said all of the

events seemed to go very
well. He credited the many

volunteers from the numer-
ous organizations for making
the fair a success every year.

“We couldn’t do it without
them,” he said.

Having dedicated people
involved in the county fair
was very apparent to Exten-
sion Educator Cole Meador.

Meador just assumed his
duties with 4-H in Saunders
County earlier this year and
this was his first Saunders
County Fair.

He said it was different
than other county fairs he
has been involved with in the
past and he enjoyed learning

the history and culture of the
fair in Saunders County.

“There is much more of
the community involved
here. You can tell everybody
knows each other and works
together,” he said. “It was
wonderful and I look forward
to many more.”

One of Meador’s observa-
tions included the dedication
of the many volunteers at the
fair, including the fair board.

“From my perspective,
the Ag Society is second to
none,” he said. “Super dedi-
cated people. I call them
workhorses. Every time you
needed something, they were
there.”

Meador said prior to the
fair he didn’t want to make
any big changes until he saw
how all the moving parts op-
erated together.

Now after the fair, he isn’t
going to recommend any ma-
jor changes. But, he said he
did take some notes and will
probably recommend some
tweaks for future fairs to help
shows run even smoother.

Overall numbers for 4-H
were good at this year’s fair
too.

As expected, sheep and
goat entries were up. Entries
in the pig barn and 4-H build-
ing were down this year.

“Beef looked about steady,”
Meador added.

Chvatal reported the new
show ring in the Hattan Pa-
vilion received good marks
as well. The new ring allowed

ASHLAND – A program to
rehabilitate owner-occupied
homes in Saunders County
has received $500,000 in grant
funds.

The Nebraska Department
of Economic Development
(DED) has announced the
recipients of over $7.5 mil-
lion in funding through the
Nebraska Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund (NAHTF) for
2019.

The City of Ashland, act-
ing as the lead applicant for
a Saunders County program,
will receive $500,000 for a
housing rehabilitation pro-
gram planned for multiple
communities. The Southeast
Nebraska Development Dis-
trict (SENDD) helped with
the grant application.

A total of five communi-
ties in the county are collab-
orating on the project. Ash-
land, Wahoo, Prague, Yutan

and Ceresco will split the
$500,000.

The grant provides up to
$24,999 per household for
rehabilitation of owner-oc-
cupied homes. Applicants
must meet eligibility require-
ments, including income, as-
sets, and home ownership.
Mobile homes and rental
properties are not eligible.

Each village board of trust-
ees or city council in these
communities had to commit
to a 10 percent cash match for
the project. Ashland and Wa-
hoo each will match $15,750
for a total of five projects in
each community. Yutan’s
match will be $12,600 for four
projects. Ceresco and Prague
have been designated two
projects each, which will cost
their village $9,450 each.

Wahoo City Administra-
tor Melissa Harrell said the
matching funds will be a part
of the fiscal year 2019-2020
budget.

She told the city council at

its July 25 meeting that the
pre-application phase for this
grant saw interest from 20 to
30 homeowners.

Pre-applications were re-
ceived from 10 homeowners
in Ashland, five in Yutan and
five in Ceresco.

Homeowners who meet the
criteria for grant dollars will
now have to apply one more
time to become a part of the
program. Harrell said there
would be a scoring system
used to determine which five
homes will be selected in Wa-
hoo. Need will be one of the
weighted factors for scoring.

“We’ll be working through
the process, then there will be
an inspection of the home,”
she added.

Harrell said the City of Wa-
hoo would continue to look
at other possible Community
Development Block Grants
as a way to help those home-
owners who do not get select-

Legion ready
for 65th annual
chicken dinner

MORSE BLUFF – Volun-
teers for the Morse Bluff
American Legion Post 340
will be up at the crack of
dawn Sunday morning to
make sure the temperature
is just right to cook tender,
juicy chicken.

The 65th Annual Chick-
en Barbecue is Aug. 11 at
the Historic Legion Hall in
Morse Bluffs.

Legion Post Member Ga-
len Johnson said 650 chicken
halves will again be cooked
over the open pits behind the
Legion hall.

Volunteers will get the
fire pits started at about 6:30
a.m. Sunday and then start
putting the chickens on the
grates at about 8:30 a.m.

“That’s kind of the rou-
tine,” Johnson said.

As in past years, the vol-
unteers will then be flipping

and basting the chicken until
it is done.

The chicken and sides will
be served from noon to 2 p.m.,
or until it runs out. Johnson
reported that all of the food
has been ordered and picked
up.

“We’ll do some setup Sat-
urday at the hall and put up
the tents. But, we’re ready,”
he added.

While chicken has been
the tradition in Morse Bluff
for the past 65 years, there
are some other popular ac-
tivities on the day as well.

The Legion Auxiliary will
again be serving pie and root
beer floats to complete the
meal.

The Polka Dudes will start
playing at 11 a.m. Rollie Ott
and his junior polka band
will entertain the crowd too.

The North Bend Communi-
ty Band is scheduled to play

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

PRAGUE – Activities for
all ages is on tap this week-
end at Prague Beer Barrel
Days.

Activities get underway at
6 p.m. Friday with the Wel-
come Back to Prague Pan-
ther Pride Kick Off Celebra-
tion. There is also a burger
bash, beer garden and music
by MoJo Filter in the park.

Prague Improvement and
Maintenance Project Com-
mittee Member Kragh John-
son said Friday evening ac-
tivities see a lot of Prague
alumni come back together
for reunions.

But while some Panthers
may make the journey back
to town for the weekend, he
said there is plenty for every-
one to do.

“We try to add something
every year,” he said.

This year’s new activity
will be on Saturday.

Alps Angels will be spon-
soring an ATV and UTV Sled
Pull. Registration can al-
ready be found on the group’s
Facebook page, or there is
registration starting at 11
a.m. Saturday.

Alps Angels Member
Christopher Lidgett said
there will be 17 different

Clean Up on Aisle Six
Sixth Street between Broadway and Linden streets gets a good

cleaning last Friday morning. The City of Wahoo street department was
out tidying up after the fair parade the evening before and there were
surely a few leftover candy wrappers mixed among the cloud of dust.
(Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

Prague to celebrate
with three-day event

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

DOWN TIME: There was plenty of hustle and bustle last week at the Saunders County Fair, but there were also a few quiet moments like this.
Thomas Mercer of Fonda, Iowa relaxes in the dairy barn on Thursday. With the 4-H dairy show over, there was time for kid and cow to get in a
nap. (Staff Photos by Lisa Brichacek)

Fair draws to another successful end
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

WHAT A RIDE: The Saunders County Amusement Association came
through again with a carnival for both the Wahoo Saddle Club Rodeo
and the Saunders County Fair. These happy youth ride the scrambler
during the county fair.

There is much more of the community
involved here. You can tell everybody

knows each other and works together.
~ Cole Meador

Multi-town application nets $500K
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

- See Chicken Page 3A

- See Fair Page 3A - See Weekend Page 3A

Cool in the Pool
After a week with temperatures in the 70s and 80s, Sunday brought back the summer attitude with temps

in the 90s and humidity as well. So, area families spend some time cooling off in the Wahoo Aquatic Center
Sunday evening. The pool will close for the season this Sunday. The annual Soggy Doggy Swim Party will be
Monday, Aug. 12 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)- See Grant Page 3A
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