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News Brief

ASHLAND – Because of press
deadlines, results of the local elec-
tions, including District 23 Leg-
islature, Ashland City Council,
Saunders County Board of Super-
visors, local village boards and
other races, are not included in
this week’s issue of The Ashland
Gazette.

However, all local election re-
sults can be found online at ash-
land-gazette.com. These results
will be unofficial until election
officials can confirm the official
results, which takes about a week
in most cases. Look for updates on
our website as well.
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Mysterious missing marker makes way home

See MARKER, Page 3

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

ASHLAND – A wandering
chunk of granite that once
marked a pioneer trail has
finally found its permanent
home on the grounds of a no-
table local building that pre-
serves the area’s history.

The Ashland Historical
Society built a permanent
base last summer for a large
granite boulder that once
marked the “Old Govern-
ment Trail.” The monument
rests at the Ashland History
Museum, located in the for-
mer public library building.

After the base was com-
pleted, the original bronze
plaque was reattached to the
boulder, completing a proj-
ect that began last year when
a local author contacted lo-
cal historians as he was re-
searching a book on histori-
cal markers in Nebraska.

In 1927, a local women’s

service organization marked
the site of the “Old Govern-
ment Trail” with a large
granite boulder and a bronze
plaque. For decades, the one
and one-half ton rugged, red
granite boulder, pulled from
the earth of the P.A. Peter-
son farm two miles south of
Ashland, sat along Highway
6. It was fitted with a bronze
plate that read, “This native
stone marks the Old Govern-
ment Trail. Erected by the
Ashland Woman’s Club. 1847
– 1927.” A covered wagon
pulled by an ox team topped
the bronze plate.

In March 2019, historian/
author/speaker Jeff Barnes
contacted the Ashland His-
torical Society about the
marker as he was research-
ing his latest book. Barnes,
who grew up between Ash-
land and Yutan and went to
school in Yutan, had seen a
reference to the marker in
a booklet published by the

Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) in 1951. It
was also mentioned in books
written by the late local his-
torian Alice Graham about
Ashland area history.

Barnes wanted to include
the marker in his book, “Cut
in Stone, Cast in Bronze: Ne-
braska’s Historical Markers
and Monuments, 1854-1967,”
which was recently released
and is available through the
Nebraska State Historical
Society Foundation.

A handful of local citizens
remembered the massive
monument when Barnes
started asking questions, but
no one knew exactly where
it was. Barnes contacted the
Ashland Historical Society
and was put in contact with
Marilyn Wright, a member
and an expert on local histo-
ry who has worked faithfully
with the rest of the organiza-
tion to document, catalogue
and preserve the history of

the Ashland area.
“That’s where the bug was

planted,” Barnes said.
The marker was origi-

nally placed on the west side
of Highway 6 across from
where Porter Ridge Veteri-
nary Clinic now sits. But it
had been gone from that
spot for years. With Barnes’
project as her inspiration,
Wright took up the case.

“I was determined to get to
the bottom of what happened
to it,” she said.

Wright made a phone call
to a former highway depart-
ment head, Jerry Johnson.
Johnson told her that the
marker had been moved to
an area near the Greenwood
Interchange on Interstate 80
when Highway 6 was wid-
ened many years ago.

Johnson told Wright he
wasn’t happy when the
marker was taken from its

BACK TOGETHER: Mark Pentico (from left) and Jaret Hendrickson from
Chestnut Memorials in Wahoo re-attached the bronze plaque to the
granite boulder to complete the Old Government Trail monument at
Ashland History Museum. (Photo provided by Marilyn Wright)

WAHOO – The Saunders
County Board of Supervi-
sors made a correction to the
county’s tax levies after one
village did not submit a bud-
get.

At the supervisors’ Oct. 27
meeting, the Board of Equal-
ization approved the correc-
tion of the tax levies that
were previously approved
on Oct. 13. The only correc-
tion that needed to be made,
according to Saunders Coun-
ty Clerk Patti Lindgren, was
the removal of a tax levy for
the Village of Memphis be-
cause no budget was provid-
ed by the village clerk.

This is not a common oc-
currence, Lindgren said. She
also said that the last time
the county board had a situ-
ation like this was prior to
2009. The Board of Equaliza-
tion usually approves the tax
request from the previous
year, which was $12,120 for
Memphis, but because of a
change in the law, the coun-
ty cannot share their levy
authority with the village,
Lindgren said.

“No budget, no levy,”
Lindgren said.

The supervisors also ap-
pointed a new member of
the county’s Board of Adjust-
ment during the meeting.

In the past few months,
the Board of Adjustment had
a total of three board mem-
bers step down. County Zon-
ing Manager Mitch Polacek
informed the supervisors
of the third board resigna-
tion, which means the board
does not meet quorum, or the
minimum number of mem-
bers an entity is required to
meet.

With the appointment
of Yutan’s John Zaugg, the
board has enough members
to meet quorum and will be
able to hold one of the one or
two meetings they have per
year. As for the other two
positions, Polacek and the
county board discussed pub-
lishing the vacancies in the
county’s two legal newspa-
per, the Wahoo Newspaper
and The Ashland Gazette.

In other action, the super-
visors learned a television
show was being filmed at the

Memphis
levy gone
after no
budget
was filed

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Happily Haunted

IN LINE: Trick or treating crowds wander past the Farmers and Merchants Bank corner on their way to collect more candy during the Silver Street Trick or Treat event on Halloween
in Ashland. The event drew more than 500 people to the community, according to sponsors the Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce. (Staff Photos by Anna Boggs)

SPOOKY DANCE: Colton Paul and Victor Hoover dance at the cemetery after touring the haunted caboose at
the Greenwood trunk or treat event on Saturday night. The event also included food trucks, hay rack rides
and a visit from the ECHTO1 Ghostbusters car.

SCARY DUO: Ghost Boy Archer Ferguson and Evil Jester Maddox Fer-
guson work on scaring the crowd at the Trick or Treat on Silver Street
event in Ashland Saturday afternoon.


