
VALPARAISO – While
things continue to reopen
and restrictions get released,
there’s still plenty of precau-
tions to take, which brought
up the thought, what will
happen with Valparaiso
Days this year?

Rest assured, COVID-19 is
not going to stop Valparaiso
Days from giving at least
a little entertainment this
year. Though there may not
be all the normal festivities,
there will be a town cruise
and a fireworks show.

“We’re going to have what
we’re calling a cruise night,”
Dan Homes said. “What it is,
is you can bring for example
a classic car, old tractor and
go side by side around town
if they want to and we’ll have
that start around 7:30 p.m.”

The vehicles will cruise
through the streets of Val-
paraiso, so everyone can
see the parade, Homes said.
The cruise will be followed
by a fireworks show that ev-
eryone should be able to see
from their vantage point in
town.

“As soon as we finish that

up, which should be around
dark, we’ll have everyone
stay in their vehicles, and
we’ll have some fireworks
and people can watch those
safely and keep within the
social distancing guide-
lines,” Homes said. “We’ll
have them park around the
ball field or downtown, or
even the school parking lot,
somewhere where they will
see the fireworks. People
should be able to see them
about anywhere in town.”

The fireworks are sched-
uled to begin approximately
at 9:30 p.m. and is said to be
about a 10 to 15 minute show.

“We had two different
fireworks companies who
came to town,” Homes said.
“Both of which got us a lot
of good stuff, but of course
nothing illegal. We got a nice
assortment and we feel like
we’ll give the people a great
show.”

Valparaiso Days normal-
ly spans a weekend and in-
cludes multiple activities.
Last year there was a road
rally, wine tasting, vintage
baseball game, barbecue
cook off, duck races, street

WAHOO – Despite a loss of
revenue due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the financial pic-
ture at Saunders Medical
Center (SMC) looks healthy.

That’s what Chief Finan-
cial Officer/Chief Operating
Officer Chase Manstedt told
the Saunders Medical Center
Board of Trustees during the
monthly meeting on May 26,
which was held via telecon-
ference.

Manstedt told the board
that SMC experienced a de-
cline in volume in April
because of COVID-19. As a
result, there was a $182,000
shortfall in net services and
$482,000 loss of revenue over-
all.

The decline in volume and
resulting loss of revenue are
a result of a change in con-
sumer behavior because of
the pandemic, and the state’s
mandate to stop elective pro-
cedures, according to Manst-
edt.

“People are staying home

and out of health care facili-
ties,” he said during a follow
up interview on Friday.

However, things are look-
ing better for May, he noted,
after SMC received two CO-
VID-19 stimulus payments
from Health and Human Ser-
vices through the CARES
Act that total about $564,000
to offset lost revenue. The
money is seen as a safety net
from HHS to ensure SMC has
the funds to take care of pa-
tients and the facility, Man-
stedt said. The facility also
participated in the Paycheck
Protection Program to keep
employees on the payroll
during the pandemic.

The facility also received
a $3.7 million payment from
the Medicare Advanced and
Accelerated Program, but
will likely return that mon-
ey in the next few months,
Manstedt said. The Medi-
care funds came before they
knew about the HHS money,
so they accepted it without
knowing there were other
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VALPARAISO – As a line
of cars cruised through the
Valparaiso Fire Hall to pick
up burgers and hot dogs that
were hot off the grill, they
also got a chance to check out
the fire department’s newest
vehicle.

The Valparaiso Volun-
teer Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment held a Burger Night
fundraiser on Sunday at
the station. Fire Chief Todd
Mailand estimated 1,200 peo-
ple were served during the
first-ever event.

“It was amazing,” he said.
Hundreds of cars drove

through the fire station in
two lines to pick up their
food. Deliveries were also
made in a fire vehicle.

The event was a free-will
donation, and by Monday
night Mailand said they
still did not have the final
count on how much money
was raised. The money will

help pay for the new pumper
truck that was on display the
event.

The price tag for the new
truck is about $460,000,
Mailand said. Funds were
raised through municipal
bonds and by fundraisers
like the burger night.

The pumper will bump the
department’s 22-year-old rig
to second string.

“We’re not going to get rid
of our old one, we’re just add-
ing to it,” Mailand said.

The pumper carries four
fire fighters, one more than
the old truck, and three of
the seats contain air packs
that the firefighter can put
on in the truck.

“All around it’s just a bet-
ter truck,” said Mailand.

The new rig will have a
smoother ride and will be
a safer vehicle for firefight-
ers as they head out to fires,
which is the truck’s primary
task, according to Safety Of-
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East Butler and Mead High
Schools release honor roll lists
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SMC’s new budget
looks healthy despite
losses from pandemic

• Dennis D. Frohner, 89, Wahoo

• Tom Hagemann, 76, Wahoo

• Leonard Pacas Sr., 88, Yutan

• Paul Charles Rutten, 31, Raymond

Catching Some Sun...and Water Making the
most of it

- See SMC Page 3

By Suzi Nelson
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Staying Cool
The Yutan splash pad opened on Monday and Annastasia Peterson did her best to stay cool as temperatures soared into the 90’s. (Staff Photo

by Jason Unger)

- See Festivities Page 3

New truck debuts at Val Fire Department burger night
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Truck Page 3

Valparaiso days minimized
but still a go this weekend

WAHOO – Saunders County resi-
dents have some work to do to help
their communities.

The 2020 Census is still underway,
but time is running out to fill out the
forms.

While Saunders County went from
ranking 71st in percentage of census
responses in March to 53rd as of May
31, only 55.9 percent of residents have
filled out their census forms and re-
turned them so far, according to the
University of Nebraska at Omaha’s
Center for Public Affairs Research and
the Nebraska State Data Center, where
David Drodz is research coordinator.

Residents who live in the largest cit-
ies in Saunders County have an even
lower percentage of responses. Wahoo
and Ashland come in at Nos. 49 and 50,
respectively on the list of cities with
populations above 2,500 in the state.
Wahoo has a 54.7 percent response rate,
compared to 53.7 in Ashland. Yutan,

which has just over 1,800 residents and
was not on the list, has only a 48 per-
cent response rate, Drodz said.

It is difficult to know why Saunders
County is doing so poorly, Drodz said.
The numbers have been low ever since
the bureau started releasing response
data in late March and have not caught
up.

“Surprisingly they are lower than
Lexington, South Sioux City, Crete,
etc. that have more challenges in their
count,” he said.

It is not too late to change those per-
centages, however. Drodz said the Cen-
sus Bureau will take self-responses
through Oct. 31.

County falls behind in census responses

- See Census Page 3

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com Surprisingly they are

lower than Lexington,
South Sioux City, Crete,

etc. that have more
challenges in their count.
~ David Drodz, Research Coordinator

NEW RIG: Randy Bohaty of Raymond, a retired firefighter who was on the Lincoln Fire Department, looks over the new pumper truck at the Val-
paraiso Fire and Rescue Department’s burger night on Sunday. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)
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