
ASHLAND – Classes and
activities at Ashland-Green-
wood Public Schools will
look different this fall, but
just how different has yet to
be determined.

During the Board of Edu-
cation meeting Monday
night, Superintendent Jason
Libal told the board that the
administration roll out final
plans for how the district
will deal with the COVID-19
pandemic by late July or
early August. The first day
of school is Aug. 19.

“I feel good about where
we’re at with our plan,” he
said. “We’re working with
our local health department
on getting kids back here
Aug. 19.”

Many hours have already
been spent working on the
plan and the district will
continue to gather informa-
tion to formalize the plan
even more, Libal said.

In a letter to parents dat-
ed July 14, Libal said the
school has formed a Return
to School Task Force. This
group has been developing
the Return to School Plan,
which will provide options
and guidelines when school
resumes, while keeping the
health and safety of stu-
dents, staff and the commu-
nity in mind.

There are three tiers to
the Return to School Plan
as listed in the letter. Three
Rivers Public Health De-
partment, whose district
includes Saunders County,
will help identify the level of
risk, the letter said.

Tier I is low risk of com-
munity spread of the coro-
navirus, which causes CO-
VID-19. Students would be
in the classrooms and the
district would implement en-
hanced safety precautions.

Libal said they are gearing
the guidelines to the assump-
tion the community would
be at Tier I when school
starts. But the entire plan
will be flexible so the district
can respond to changes, he
added.

Tier II is moderate risk
of community spread. Stu-
dents would still be in the
classrooms, but the schedule
would be modified to accom-
modate smaller groups at-
tending on alternating days.

Tier III is high risk of com-
munity spread. In this case,
the administration would
close all school buildings
and teaching would be done
remotely, as was done last
spring.

The letter also touched
on the issue of wearing face
masks. The district will fol-
low Three Rivers’ guidelines
for wearing and what consti-
tutes an exemption to wear-
ing a mask.

Libal said they have re-
ceived some calls from par-
ents about masks.

“We’re continuing to have
those conversations,” he
said.

Libal said the administra-
tion has been working with
Three Rivers and the Ne-
braska Department of Edu-
cation to develop the plan.

The superintendent said
he felt the health department
was allowing school districts
more latitude to craft their
own plans this time around,
compared to last spring
when the pandemic was just
starting.

“It’s a more thoughtful ap-
proach,” he said. “They’re
looking at each individual
community and school dis-
trict on their own.”

The administration has
not surveyed staff to deter-
mine their level of comfort
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News Brief

LINCOLN – Work began July 22 on I-80
at Reference Post 403.75, according to the
Nebraska Department of Transportation.

The Truesdell Corporation, of Tempe,
Ariz., has the $1,288,288 contract. Work
will include bridge deck overlay, which
will be done in two phases, and permanent
pavement marking operations. Two lanes
of traffic will always be maintained, with

traffic being shifted to utilize the existing
shoulders.

Phase 2 will include the closure of the
eastbound I-80 ramp off North 27th Street
with detour. Anticipated completion is Au-
gust 2020.

Motorists are reminded to drive cau-
tiously in and near work zones, to buckle
up and put phones down.

Work begins on I-80, Salt Creek bridges
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Service Sunday

Flower Power
Alexis Nichelson and Caleb Homolka, both of Lincoln, clean up flower beds along Silver Street Sunday morning as part of Riverview Com-

munity Church’s Service Sunday. In the background, Ronilynn and Isaiah Thorell sweep the sidewalk. The third annual event sent teams all
over the community to rake, pull weeds, pick up trash, mow and other tasks to spruce up the community. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

School district
continues to
work on back
to school plan

ASHLAND – The Ashland
City Council gave their bless-
ing for a produce grower to
sell vegetables, fruits and
baked goods in downtown
Ashland on Saturday morn-
ings.

Teresa Kresak asked the
council to allow her to set
up a produce stand on 14th
and Silver streets. Kresak
has been a vendor at the
Ashland Farmers Market for
several years. But organizer
Fayne Peterson opted not to
organize the weekly event
this year because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The Ashland resident said
her garden is doing really
well this year and she want-
ed an avenue to sell what she
harvests.

“I thought about doing it
in our driveway, but I didn’t
want to because of traffic,”
she said.

Kresak said she would
comply with directed health
measures regarding farmers
markets and other state reg-
ulations. For example, one
person handles the produce,
while a separate person han-
dles the money.

Members of the city coun-
cil were supportive of Kre-
sak’s plan.

“I see no difference be-
tween farmers markets
and going to HyVee,” said

Council Member Bruce Wis-
chmann.

Council Member Chuck
Niemeyer said it is no differ-
ent that the city giving per-
mission for two fireworks
stands to operate during the
Fourth of July holiday.

“I’d love to see your mar-
ket there,” he added.

The site is where the origi-
nal farmers market was lo-
cated until a few years ago,
when organizers expanded it
and moved it to 15th Street.

Kresak said she her stand
will be open from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m.

In other action, the coun-
cil gave property owner
Mike Lesley 30 days to get a
bid for demolition and anoth-
er 30 days past that to have
the house on his property re-
moved.

The council has been
working with Lesley for over
a year to abate the nuisance
on his property that includes
the house, numerous pick-
ups and motorcycles and oth-
er junk. Lesley made some
progress over time, but not
enough to completely abate
the nuisance.

Wischmann said it is not
safe for Lesley and his wife
to live in the house, which
is why the city is planning to
condemn it.

“I’m looking out for your
and your wife’s best inter-

WAHOO – The 2020 Saunders Coun-
ty Fair will take place after all. But it
will look and feel a little different than
years past.

Members of the Saunders County
Agricultural Society, which oversees
the fair, and the Saunders County Ex-
tension educators who govern the 4-H
end of things have been sweating it out
since the COVID-19 pandemic hit the
area.

For months, the ag society, also
known as the fair board, kept working
diligently on plans as the virus spread

and local cities and the governor began
shutting down public events. Knowing
full well that they may not be able to
have a public gathering of the size that
a fair would normally be, they contin-
ued on with their plans anyway.

The state put Directed Health Mea-
sures (DHM) in place to curb large
gatherings in the beginning of May.
If they stayed in place, the fair would
be in jeopardy. Luckily by late June
and early July, the DHM were relaxed
in phases so that by the time the fair
would take place, many of the events
could happen.

One thing that was a constant in all of
the discussions and meetings was that

the fair board and extension educators
wanted to try their best to have some
sort of fair for the 4-H members in the
county. They all agreed that the real
reason for the fair was for the kids.

Extension Educator Cole Meador
and the staff at the Eastern Nebraska
Research and Extension Center (EN-
REC) came up with three options for
holding the 4-H end of the fair. The first
option was to keep the fair the same as
it has always been, which was highly
unlikely. Another option was to hold a
virtual fair, where no one would attend
in person. That would require more
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Fair set to begin with modified schedule
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Playing a different hand
The Ashland American Legion Club truck leads the parade of tractors, ATVs and UTVs that headed out for the Sons of the American Legion

Squad 129 Tractor Poker Run on Saturday. The event went to bars and clubs in area communities and ended back the Legion club where
there was live music. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)


