
ASHLAND – Fifty-seven
quarantined individuals are
reported to be settled in after
arriving at Camp Ashland
last Friday evening.

The individuals now quar-
antined at Camp Ashland and
in other locations around the
country had been in Wuhan
China, ground zero for the
novel coronavirus outbreak,
but have not shown any
symptoms and were checked
multiple times as they trav-
eled to Nebraska.

The virus is expanding in
China and spreading to oth-
er countries, including the
U.S. Local health officials
encourage residents to stay
informed by visiting the web-
site of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC) at cdc.gov.

As of Monday, there were
12 people who tested posi-
tive for the virus in the U.S.,
according to the CDC. None
are located in Nebraska. The
closest states are Illinois and
Michigan.

A federal Department of
Health and Human Services
official said late last week
that authorities will strive
to treat those in quarantine
well and respond to reason-
able requests from them.
Besides concerns about the
disease, though, health au-
thorities must also consider

the travelers’ emotional well-
being.

Capt. Dana Hall, incident
commander with Health and
Human Services’ agency for
preparedness, said it “be-
hooves us to always put the
human element first” in such
situations.

“We’re health and human
services,” said Hall, who has
been deployed to Nebraska
to assist in the quarantine.
“And the second word in
HHS is ‘human.’ ”

Saunders County Emer-
gency Management Direc-
tor Terry Miller said the ini-
tial decision to choose Camp
Ashland was for those people
who just came from China
that didn’t have symptoms

yet. They are to be evaluated
for two weeks before releas-
ing them into the general
public, he added.

The people who will be
quarantined will not come in
contact with the public, Mill-
er said.

“Detainees will not eat in
the dining hall, use the fit-
ness center or have contact
with soldiers in training
nor interact with National
Guard members either,”
he said.

A spokesman for Health
and Human Services said
psychologists would be avail-
able for any quarantined in-
dividual who wanted one.
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• Richard J. Eggers, 63, Yutan

• Jack Dale French, 84, Morse Bluff

• Holly Givens, 35, Wahoo

• Wilma (Jeannie) Snow, 65, Wahoo

• Chris TePoel, 61, Malmo
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Escorting Flags
The U.S. Naval Sea Cadets, Cornhusker Division, bring the U.S. and Nebraska flags front and center before

the start of the wrestling dual between Wahoo High School and Bishop Neumann on Feb. 4. The color guard
includes Klarice Waage, Wahoo High; Jerstan Zeleny, Wahoo High; Vanis Davidson, Wahoo High and Luke
Leedom, Bishop Neumann. (Staff Photo by Sam Farmer)
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TEMPORARY HOME: A view of the gates of Camp Ashland on Saturday.
The site is providing temporary lodging for 57 quarantined people in
response to the coronavirus outbreak. (Photo by Kayla Wolf/BH Media
News Service)

By Chris Legband
chris.legband@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO – While the immediate risk of the
coronavirus to the American public is be-
lieved to be low at this time, everyone can do
their part to help us respond to this emerging
public health threat:

“It’s currently flu and respiratory disease
season and CDC recommends getting a flu
vaccine, taking everyday preventive actions
to help stop the spread of germs, and taking
flu antivirals if prescribed,” said Terra Uh-
ing, executive director of Three Rivers Health
Department.

Uhing said healthcare providers should be
on the look-out for people who recently trav-
eled from China and have a fever and respi-
ratory symptoms. If a healthcare provider is
caring for a coronavirus patient or a public
health responder, they should take care of
themselves and follow recommended infec-
tion control procedures,” she said.

Uhing also said also at risk are those peo-
ple who have had close contact with someone
infected with the coronavirus who develop
symptoms.

“Contact your healthcare provider, and tell

them about your symptoms and your expo-
sure to a coronavirus patient,” she said.

Uhing said although much is unknown
about how the coronavirus spreads, current
knowledge is largely based on what is known
about similar coronaviruses.

“Coronaviruses are a large family of virus-
es that are common in many different species
of animals, including camels, cattle, cats and
bats,” she said. “Rarely, animal coronavirus-
es can infect people and then spread between
people such as with MERS, SARS and now
with the coronavirus.”

Uhing said most often, the coronavirus
spreads from person-to-person by those were
in close contact, about six feet.

“Person-to-person spread is thought to oc-
cur mainly via respiratory droplets produced
when an infected person coughs or sneezes,
similar to how influenza and other respira-
tory pathogens spread,” she said.

“These droplets can land in the mouths or
noses of people who are nearby or possibly be
inhaled into the lungs. It’s currently unclear
if a person can get the coronavirus by touch-
ing a surface or object that has the virus on

Virus poses low risk to locals
By Chris Legband

chris.legband@wahoonewspaper.com

MEAD – The Mead School
Board held its monthly meet-
ing inside the high school li-
brary on Feb. 10.

Construction of a second
gymnasium and a new weight
room facility appeared on the
consent agenda for the first
time.

The board has discussed
the building of a second gym-
nasium and relocation of the
weight room during the last

two board retreats, including
at the most recent retreat in
January.

The board has made the de-
cision to move forward with
the plans to complete an addi-
tion to the high school which
would include boy’s and
girl’s locker rooms, a weight
room/fitness center and ad-
ditional practice gymnasium
with limited spectator seat-
ing.

“It’s time to improve our
facilities. It is embarrassing
to have to put teams in class-

rooms when we host tourna-
ments. Our facilities are in-
adequate and if we expect to
stay in our conference then it
is time for an upgrade,” said
Principal P.J. Quinn.

The estimated total cost of
the project is expected to be
$3,500,000. The funding for
the project will come from a
levy in the Special Building
Fund that was established
prior to the 2016-17 school
year. The levy has continued

Mead moves ahead with gym addition
By Jason Unger

jason.unger@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO – After 36 years in high
school education Joe Sajevic said he
was done.

But he wasn’t.
“I was still involved in educa-

tion, supervising student teachers
through University of Nebraska at
Omaha for four years,” he said.

Sajevic enjoyed that position as
it was much like his coaching back-
ground. The only difference was
that he was coaching future teach-
ers.

“I worked at the job until the
Southeast Community College
(SCC) position presented itself,” he
said. “I really like working with stu-
dents, again, and in a lot of ways, it’s
like being in the classroom again.”

Sajevic is coordinator of the
Southeast Nebraska Career Acad-
emy Partnership (SENCAP), which
began in 2008. It gives high school
juniors and seniors in Southeast

Community College’s 15-county ser-
vice area the opportunity to take
dozens of courses in areas of inter-
est ranging from criminal justice
to business to construction and ag-
riculture, said John Harris Wahoo

High School counselor.
“Those classes are primarily on

line,” Harris said. “What they get
in addition to the course work is
the opportunity to be a part of a job
shadow, a field trip in their interest

area, a strength finder basement to
see if their strength and interests
line up professionally. They get
these types of hands on experience
which will prepare them for their
secondary education. “

Sajevic, in his third year as a co-
ordinator for the Northern Region,
visits seven high schools at least
once a week. During these visits,
Sajevic tries to touch base with
between 150 to 170 students every
week.

Sajevic said he enjoys getting to
know each student and their future
goals and plans, as well as working
with them one-on-one.

“I work closely with the guidance
counselors in each school with reg-
istration, teaching the SENCAP Ca-
reer Portfolio (mostly online) and
making sure students stay on task
and caught up with assignments in
this portfolio,” he said.

Sajevic also sets up field trips in
each career area and accompanies
the students on them.

“I advise students on classes they
should take,” he said. “They can
knock out a lot of the general educa-
tion courses required at many col-
leges and save a bunch of money, as
well as taking some classes in a ca-
reer field that may interest them.”

Sajevic also said they try to have
one field trip every semester for
each career area.

“I also help them brain-storm
possible job shadow opportunities,
as the students are required to com-
plete one job shadow each semes-
ter,” he said.

For most students, Sajevic said
this is their first experience taking
a college level class, so he wants to
assist them.

“A large part of the program is
also teaching them to self-advocate
and accept responsibilities, serving
as a transition to a post-secondary
experience,” he said.

In addition to these duties, Sa-

SCHOOL TO CAREER: John Harris, guidance counselor at Wahoo High School, works
with student Klarice Waage on school to career options. (Staff Photo by Chris Legband)

By Chris Legband
chris.legband@wahoonewspaper.com

Retired high school administrator flourishes in new role
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