
WAHOO – The Wahoo City
Council has declared a dog
“potentially dangerous” and
its owner “irresponsible” for
not controlling the dog.

At the Oct. 24 meeting,
the council declared a dog
named Lilly Mae owned by
Mary Durham to be danger-
ous because it had been in-
volved in incidents where
humans or other dogs had
been bitten.

Wahoo Police Chief Bruce
Farrell told the council that
in April of 2018, Durham’s
dog Shamus bit a woman
who was walking her dog
near 17th and North Linden
streets. Three months later,
Lilly Mae and another dog
owned by Durham named
Duke encountered a woman
as she was running through
Pleskac Park.

On Oct. 5, 2019, Shamus
and Lilly Mae pounced on a
small dog owned by a neigh-
bor of Durham’s. Sandra
Meese said her dog, Tanner,
had puncture wounds that
were caused when both dogs
attacked him. She was not
sure which of Durham’s dogs
had bit Tanner, she added.

Meese said it cost nearly
$200 to treat her dog at the

veterinarian, where staples
were needed to close the
wound. Durham agreed to
pay the cost.

Durham’s dog attacked
Tanner again not long after
the first incident, but Meese
said she did not seek medi-
cal care for her dog because
he was already on antibiotics
and pain medicine.

Meese said she also wor-
ries that she will be injured
by Durham’s dogs.

“My fear also is that they
could knock me down,” she
said.

Durham said she had
Shamus euthanized after
the council declared him a
dangerous dog. She blamed
Shamus, who was older than
Lilly Mae, for leading the
younger dog astray.

“To me, it’s like kids. The
older kid has an idea, the
younger one don’t know
right from wrong so he goes
along with the older one,”
she said.

Durham argued that Lilly
Mae wasn’t dangerous, and
that she was planning to
send her and Duke to a train-
er.

“I think they’re still train-
able,” she said.

Durham asked the coun-

WAHOO – Karen Boop sat
at a table surrounded by pic-
tures and memorabilia from
the 17 years she has been in
charge of the American Red
Cross Blood Drive in Wahoo.

Last week Boop was in
charge of her second-to-last
blood drive, and she was
soaking everything in and
creating lasting memories of
her experience as coordina-
tor.

Boop will step down in De-
cember, handing the reigns
to Verna Rezac. Her assistant
for the last few years, Mary
Hohn, is also turning her
duties over to a new person,
Valerie Lindgren.

One of Boop’s final tasks
is to put together a scrap-
book from the blood drives
that have been held over the
years. The pages display im-
ages of smiling faces holding
a mug that signifies a two-
gallon donor, or pictures of
her grandchildren riding in
the Saunders County Fair pa-
rade representing the blood
drive. She will also sew a wall
hanging made up of a patch-
work of t-shirts she has gath-
ered over the years. Some are
from other states.

The scrapbooks and the
wall hanging will be dis-
played along with other Red
Cross memorabilia at future
blood drives, where Boop
will be a donor, rather than
the coordinator. She has giv-
en a total of five gallons of
blood over the years, and has
been the recipient of donated
blood herself.

After a recent operation
to remove her gall bladder,
Boop found herself hooked
up to a line that was provid-
ing blood. The surgeon had
run into slight complications
during the procedure, find-
ing that Boop’s gall bladder
was attached to her liver. As
they separated the two, Boop
began to lose blood.

Boop was grateful to see
the familiar bag hanging
there when she woke up in
recovery.

“I know what it takes for
that blood to get here,” she
said.

As a retired nurse, she is

also familiar with the rea-
sons why blood is so vital to
the healing process.

“I was happy to know there
was blood available to me
when I needed it,” she said.

Boop retired after a 39-year
nursing career. She grew up
in Lexington and moved to
Lincoln when she was 18
years old. There, she attend-
ed nursing school. After grad-
uating in 1965, she stayed in
Lincoln and worked at hospi-
tals there and in Fremont.

Once their children were
out of high school, Boop and
her husband, Ron, opted to
move to a small town. They
had a few friends in Wahoo
so they headed there.

“We grew up in a small
community and came back
to a small community,” she
said.

Not long after she retired
in 2003, Boop was swimming
at the Civic Center when
Caroline Welton approached
her, asking her to help out
making phone calls for an up-
coming blood drive. Welton
was very persuasive, Boop
remembered.

“She wore me down,” she
said with a laugh.

Boop was willing to lend

WAHOO – After public op-
position to his application to
rezone an area on the edge
of Wahoo for commercial
development, the developer
changed his mind and with-
drew the request.

Roger Harders withdrew
his application to rezone a
six-acre parcel south of Coun-
ty Road M and north of 1595
17th Avenue Road during a

public hearing at the Wahoo
City Council meeting last
Thursday.

Harders had asked for
the area to be rezoned from
Transitional Agriculture to
Highway Commercial, which
would allow a large variety of
businesses, including big box
retail stores, convenience
stores, shopping centers, car
sales, churches, banks, meet-
ing halls and restaurants.

Several local residents

spoke in opposition to the
proposed zoning change.
Neighbors who live nearby
said most of the area around
the parcel is residential, so
adding commercial zoning
there does not make sense.

“We’ll have lights shining
in our house 24 hours a day,”
said Dana Hurt. “That’s our
biggest concern.”
In response, Harders opted
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Developer withdraws request to rezone

- See Dog Page 3A

Turn clocks
back one hour

on Nov. 3

Fall Back

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

• Louis E. Kavan, 72, Wahoo

• Arlene Lucile Odvody, 82, Wahoo

• Florence L. Rezac, 96, Prague

• Terry Vavrina, 79, Abie

Wahoo Rural Township
Board on chopping block

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

Blood drive to change
coordinators in 2020

Give Me S’more
A nice fire and a toasty marshmallow between graham crackers with melty chocolate were just the ticket on a cold blustery Sunday as Taylor

Thiesen, her aunt Jen Thiesen and Kellie Pleskac make s’mores during the Trunk-or-Treat in Cedar Bluffs on Sunday afternoon. The event was
organized by the Cedar Bluffs High School FBLA. For more pictures, go to Pages 3A, 4A and 8B or go to www.wahoonewspaper.com. (Staff Photo
by Suzi Nelson)

Pumpkins Aglow
Jim Morrison, Johnny Cash and a host of other celebrity faces light up n Malmo during the Lighting of the

Pumpkins event last Friday night. Jeanie and Jeremy Hasenkamp lit hundreds of jack-o-lanterns displayed
in front of their house for the two-night event. They also had a haunted house set up on their porch and
handed out treats to the visitors during this annual tradition. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

DOUBLE DONOR: Eric Thomalla of Wahoo donates plasma and red cells during the Red Cross Blood Drive
in Wahoo last Thursday. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

- See Drive Page 3A

WAHOO – The Saunders County Board of
Supervisors will keep discussion going on
the fate of the Wahoo Rural Township board.

At their Oct. 22 meeting, the supervisors
opened a public hearing to discuss termina-
tion of the township’s governing body be-
cause there aren’t enough board members.
Nebraska statute says a township board can
be declared inactive if there are less than two
members.

On April 17, 2018, the supervisors accepted
the resignations of Karla Zima and Jeff Han-
son from the Wahoo Rural Township board.
Chairman Randy Zima remained on the
board.

Wahoo Rural Township is located in the
county’s second district, which is repre-
sented by Doris Karloff. The boundaries are
County Road 9 to the east, County Road 14
to the west, County Road F to the north and

County Road L to the south. The Village of
Ithaca is located in the township.

Road care, culverts and the disbursement
of tax dollars are the primary functions of a
township board of directors. Without a town-
ship board, the county is responsible for the
upkeep and maintenance of the roads in the
Wahoo Rural Township, as the county has no
authority to spend the township’s money. If
the township board is terminated, the county
can use tax dollars from citizens in that area
to pay for road care.

In the past 18 months, no one has stepped
forward to be appointed to the township
board. No one put their name on the ballot
when the 2018 General Election came around
last November, either.

Voters wrote-in several names on the bal-
lot during the General Election. Terrell Bra-
bec received the most tallies with four votes,
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City declares
dog owner
irresponsible

It’s important to
give back to the
community and

help out.
~ Verna Rezac
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