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Highway 6 pursuit lands suspect in court
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

ASHLAND – A speeding
motorcyclist led law enforcement on a chase that started
on wheels in Ashland and
ended on foot in Greenwood.
Travis D. Stierlen has
been charged in Saunders
County District Court with
felony flight to avoid arrest,
obstruction of a peace officer
and possession of a firearm
by a prohibited person following the Aug. 22 incident.
An affidavit of probable
cause filed with the court
details the incident. Ashland
Police Officer Travis Herbolsheimer was sitting in his
patrol car performing stationary radar control along
Highway 6 at approximately
2 a.m. when he heard a mo-

torcycle coming towards his
vehicle. As the motorcycle
approached, Herbolsheimer
heard the engine accelerate
and noticed the motorcycle
gain speed.
“I estimated the motorcycle to be traveling well over
the speed limit,” Herbolsheimer wrote in the affidavit.
Herbolsheimer’s radar indicated the motorcycle was
traveling 96 miles per hour
in a 45 mph zone. He turned
on his lights and sirens as
the motorcycle passed and
then followed the vehicle for
about one-half of a mile.
As
Herbolsheimer
attempted to get the motorcyclist to pull over, he observed
the driver accelerate. He
communicated with Saunders County dispatch that

he was in an active pursuit
at the speed of 120 miles per
hour. The posted speed on
Highway 6 was still 45 mph.
Herbolsheimer
notified
law enforcement in Saunders, Cass and Lancaster
counties of the situation and
asked dispatch to contact
Ashland Police Chief Joe
Baudler of the situation.
The Ashland police officer was able to stay within a
mile to a mile and one-half of
the motorcycle at all times,
even though the suspect was
traveling at over 140 miles
per hour, Herbolsheimer
said. He noted that he passed
only one vehicle driving in
the opposite direction during
the pursuit.
The pursuit continued
into Greenwood. The motorcyclist blasted into the vil-

lage at 100 mph, over twice
the posted speed limit of 45
mph. He slowed to 60 mph in
Greenwood as he began driving on the shoulder, Herbolsheimer reported.
Just outside of Greenwood, the suspect sped
back up to 100 mph. Herbolsheimer said he got within
one car length of the motorcycle at this time. However,
the driver attempted to accelerate again. Herbolsheimer
observed pieces of the motorcycle’s rear tire hitting the
windshield of his patrol car.
As he got close to the driver, Herbolsheimer observed
that the suspect was wearing
black shorts, a black jacket,
and a black helmet and had
a black backpack. The motorcycle began smoking and
seemed to be having motor

trouble, Herbolsheimer observed.
Two miles outside of
Greenwood and just over
the Lancaster County border, Herbolsheimer noticed
that the motorcycle’s drive
chain had come off the back
wheel and was dragging on
the ground. The driver tried
to slow the motorcycle and
pulled it to the edge of the
roadway.
The suspect jumped off the
motorcycle and ran into the
ditch, Herbolsheimer said.
The police officer stopped
his patrol car and drew his
weapon, ordering the driver
to stop. The suspect continued running into tall grass
and up towards the railroad
tracks on the other side of
the ditch.
Despite orders from Her-

Happy diner

bolsheimer to stop running
and to put his hands in the
air, the suspect continued to
run. He reached the railroad
tracks knoll, stopped and
looked at the officer, the report states.
Herbolsheimer
continued to order the suspect to
put his hands in the air, but
the suspect refused. Herbolsheimer said at one point the
suspect said he was going to
give up and began walking
towards the officer. Herbolsheimer ordered the suspect
to stop and place his hands
on his head. He refused and
continued to approach the officer.
Once he came out of the
tall grass, the suspect took
off his backpack and dropped

See PURSUIT, Page 3
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Hog roast

Sophia Ramon enjoys a meal at the Friends of the Greenwood Library hog roast on Saturday evening at the Greenwood Fire Hall. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

Chicken barn fight continues at both ends of county
By Suzi Nelson and
Allan Christensen

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

WAHOO – At different ends of
Saunders County, the fight over large
chicken farming operations wages.
A conditional use permit to build
a large poultry confined animal feeding operation in Morse Bluff Township was approved by the Saunders
County Board of Supervisors on Oct.
1, after a week of deliberation and
with numerous conditions attached.
The Lancaster County Planning
Commission gave their recommendation to approve a conditional use
permit for a poultry operation to be
located by the Lancaster County border near Raymond Central Junior/
Senior High School.
At the Oct. 1 Saunders County
Board of Supervisors meeting and
at previous county board and county
planning commission meetings, a
large and vocal group of opponents
made their case against the 12-barn
operation proposed by Bruce and
Amy Williams of rural Morse Bluff.
Attorney Maureen Freeman-Caddy was the spokesperson for an opposition group, Community Advocates
for Responsible Ag (CARA) that was
formed by neighbors, residents and
others concerned about the possibility of having a large poultry farm
nearby.
She said the two nearest neighbors, the Zakovecs and the Schoenherrs, who live one-half mile south
of the proposed site, spent hundreds
of hours researching the subject and
alerting their neighbors to the permit application.
Despite the fact that the neighbors became aware of the applications about five days before the first
planning commission meeting in
early August, they filled the meeting
rooms when the planning commission and county board were discuss-
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ing the permit.
“Over 140 people attended each of
the two planning commission meetings, most in opposition,” said Freeman-Caddy. “The courtroom was full
at the Board of Supervisors’ meeting.”
The opponents produced literature, testimony, scientific papers and
other research that was presented to
the county officials and was made
part of the public record, FreemanCaddy said.
The opposition group addressed
environmental concerns regarding
water runoff from a facility that will
have over 10 acres of impermeable
rooftop and requested a drainage
plan approved by an independent en-

conditions. They also requested that
the county address safety and line-ofsight concerns on County Road X.
Rearranging the compost dead
animals barns on the facility was another condition requested by CARA.
The list also included an annual review for compliance, said FreemanCaddy.
The supervisors listened to the
requests and used many of the suggestions as they placed a list of conditions on the Williams’ conditional
use permit. Originally proposed by
Supervisor Dave Lutton of Ashland,
but including input from other county board members, the list included
the following.
- Obtaining a Construction and

❛❛To the extent that the board approved conditions,

that some protections may be available to report
violations of those conditions in the future, we were
happy at least something was done.❜❜
Maureen Freeman-Caddy,
Spokesperson, Community Advocates for Responsible Ag (CARA)

gineer. They also asked for biomass
filters and a vegetative barrier to
deal with air quality and odor, Freeman-Caddy said.
CARA’s conditions also included
recommending the Williams’ submit
to a groundwater plan through the
Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE) with monitoring wells for both quality and
quantity.
They also asked the Williams voluntarily submit state permits that
are not required by state law. The
Williams had agreed to these in earlier meetings.
Financial assistance for the township to maintain County Road 24,
which will be the route to the highway, was another of the group’s

Operation Permit through the state
Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE) that also incorporates a
nutrient management plan.
- Complying with the retention
pond and drainage system plan that
was submitted to the county board at
a previous meeting.
- Compensating Morse Bluff Township $2,500 to maintenance of County
Road 24 prior to construction of the
facility.
- Installing a vegetative barrier
around the facility that is made up of
two rows of conifers and one row of
poplar trees.
- Constructing and maintaining
fire hose access fixtures for fire protection as approved by local fire department.
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- Placing the compost barns to the
north of the poultry barns.
- Using PLT on all manure within
the facility.
- Complying with any remediation
plan present in the NDEE permits or
submissions if the facility is closed
or consolidated.
- Abiding by all local, county, state
and national regulations and laws.
- Submitting to an annual review
by the county to renew the conditional use permit.
At the Oct. 1 supervisors’ meeting, Bruce Williams indicated they
would go along with any conditions
imposed.
Freeman-Caddy said the CARA
members have not issued a public
statement but she said the conditions
imposed by the supervisors were a
positive move.
“To the extent that the board approved conditions, that some protections may be available to report
violations of those conditions in the
future, we were happy at least something was done,” she said.
However, CARA’s main request
to deny the application outright or
to reduce the size of the poultry operation, was ignored, according to
Freeman-Caddy.
“That had been done in Dodge
County earlier in the year and there
were advocates for that approach on
the (Saunders County) Board of Supervisors,” she said.
One of the most vocal groups opposing a proposed chicken barn operation in Lancaster County near
the Saunders County border is the
the Raymond Central Board of Education. The school board voted in
August to oppose the conditional
use permit applied for by Wayne and
Charlene Greve.
Even though the conditional use
permit has moved through the Lan-

ASHLAND – The responsibility for maintenance of
alleys in the downtown business district was the subject
of discussion last week by
the Ashland City Council.
At their Oct. 3 meeting,
Council Member Jim Anderson asked that the item be
placed on the agenda for discussion after mentioning it a
previous council meetings.
“Those alleys have been
taken care of by the city
since they’ve been paved,”
he said.
Anderson said alleys on
each side of Silver Street
were paved for three blocks
when Barb Schwarten was
mayor in the early 2000s.
The cost was assessed to the
abutting property owners,
he added.
When the concrete began to deteriorate, the city
paid for repairs, Anderson
continued. Paul Lienke was
mayor at that time, he added.
Anderson claims precedent
has been set that the city
should now pay for the necessary repairs. In previous
meetings, he has noted that
there is broken concrete and
rebar sticking up in the alley
behind Lee Sapp Ford.

See ALLEYS, Page 3

Historical
Society
to hold
annual
meeting
From Staff Reports
ASHLAND – Sue Brauckmuller, former Ashland City
Council member and member of the Cemetery Directory Committee will be the
featured speaker at the 2019
Ashland Historical Society
annual meeting to be held
at the Ashland History Museum, 205 North 15th Street,
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 13.
Brauckmuller has presented programs to the historical society in the past
about Veterans of World
War I, World War II and early settlers. This year she has
titled her presentation the
“Mystery Program.”
The annual meeting of
the Ashland Historical Society will be held after the
program. Present officers
are Vice President Peg Lutton, Secretary Judy Hull and

See CHICKENS, Page 3

News Brief

Sasse staff to hold mobile ofﬁce in Wahoo
WAHOO – U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse announced that a member of his staff will
be hosting a Mobile Office on Thursday,
Oct. 17 at the Wahoo Public Library, 637
North Maple Street, from 1 to 3 p.m. in
the library’s meeting room.
These office hours will provide Nebraskans with a face-to-face opportunity
to speak with a member of Sasse’s staff
about federal government-related is-

sues. A constituent services representative will be on hand to offer guidance
and aid to Nebraskans who require help
navigating Washington’s federal bureaucracy.
The same services are offered by the
senator’s staff in each of his state offices.
Constituent services representatives
can be reached at 402-476-1400.

See MEETING, Page 3
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Eldora “Dody” Bergstrom

