
ASHLAND – A new keno
contract was approved by
the Ashland City Council at
their most recent meeting.

On Nov. 1, the council
approved the contract that
includes a five-year term of
agreement with Brian White-
head of BBW Enterprises.
Whitehead operates keno at
BW’s Pub and Grill in Ash-
land.

The new contract includes
a few changes from the pre-

vious version, which was
approved in February 2017.
City Attorney Mark Fahle-
son said the language was
broadened to allow the op-
erator to bring in different
types of keno games.

“I’m trying to get a cou-
ple of new games to try and
breathe new life back in
keno,” Whitehead told the
council.

Whitehead said Four Sons,
the operators who ran keno
before he took over, had not
added any new games for
several years. All games will

be state approved, he added.
An increase in keno play-

ers will mean an increase
in revenue for the business
and for the city. City Admin-
istrator Jessica Quady said
the city receives a 6 percent
payout, while the operator

receives a maximum of 14
percent of the gross.

“You’ll get more money
if we get more volume and
hopefully with new games
it’ll help both of us,” White-
head said.

The contract also requires

the contractor to have a
$50,000 performance bond.
The contractor bears the cost
of running the operation and
is liable for all prize claims,
Fahleson explained. The city
pays the taxes, Quady said.

The council also approved
an agreement with JEO Con-
sulting Group for two pos-
sible projects on the banks
of Salt Creek. A stabilization
project would address issues
on the northwest corner of
the bank near the new Silver
Street bridge, Quady said.

“There was some washout

that occurred there,” she
said.

The erosion is affecting
the Saline Ford Trail in the
area, something that the city
should protect, said Mayor
Rick Grauerholz.

“We’ve got an investment
in the trail there,” he said.

The city is hoping to part-
ner with the Lower Platte
Natural Resources District
on the project. Quady said
the NRD has done similar
projects in other communi-
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YUTAN – Two information sessions
relating to 2017 containment will be a
part of an open house Nov. 14 for the
former Nebraska Ordnance Plant near
Mead.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
will host the open house at the Veterans
Country Club in Yutan next Wednesday
from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Brief infor-

mation presentations on containment
evaluation will be held at 5:30 p.m. and
6:30 p.m.

Project personnel will also be avail-
able to provide information and answer
questions about the ongoing cleanup ef-
forts at the site once used to munitions
building and storage.
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❛❛I’m trying to get a couple of new
games to try and breathe new life

back in keno.❜❜
Brian Whitehead,

Keno operator

GREENWOOD – The
Greenwood Village Board of
Trustees last week took some
action to ameliorate some of
the concerns that surfaced
after a state audit.

The State Auditor of Pub-
lic Accounts (APA) released
a study Oct. 25 that found
flaws in the village’s finan-
cial reporting during a pe-
riod stretching from October
2016 through the end of the
2017 fiscal year.

Greenwood had to ac-
cept the audit, or the village
would lose out on $80,000 in
highway reallocation dol-
lars.

According to the report,
the APA had received con-
cerns related to village mat-
ters back in 2017.

The APA identified de-
ficiencies in the village’s
accounting processes, docu-
mentation, utility billing
and internal oversight.

The report found that vil-
lage accounting incorrectly
recorded payments and
had unclassified expenses,
among other concerns.

During its Oct. 30 meeting,
the board moved to reduce
the amount of petty cash on
hand in the office to $50. It
was $100 before the audit.

They also moved to com-
pile a fixed asset inventory
of all property owned by the
village above a certain dollar
amount. That was one of the
items the audit report found
missing.

GREENWOOD – The
mother and daughter-in-law
team of Vickie and Shelby
Stewart of Greenwood spend
a lot of hours together this
time of year.

They both are crafters
and between the two of them
have created a custom gifts
and home décor business
that takes
them to a few
holiday craft
shows.

The two
have been in
the business
for five years.

“We made a
lot of the glass
blocks but
they were so
heavy to take
from one show to another,
we decided to concentrate on
other things,” Vickie said.

So, along with their hus-
bands Doug and Jeff, they
started to pull down old
barns using the old wood for
painted signs. And not just
for the holidays.

“This time of year we go to
craft shows as that is when
people are buying,” Vickie
said. “The winter holidays

bring out the people where
the spring holidays don’t as
much. They window shop
then.”

She said she started mak-
ing signs to hang on the
walls and sit on porches for
her grandchildren, but soon
people were asking for her to
make one for them.

“That is when we really
decided to get into it,” Vickie
said.

The old wood
look is popular
hence the rea-
son they are
always search-
ing for old
barns.

“People like
to see things
reused, repur-
posed,” Shelby
said.

That is
one reason that Vickie hits
as many garage sales as she
can.

The workroom at the Stew-
art house is full so the ladies
do a lot of their painting and
crafting in the dining room.
Except when it’s nice and
then they can be found out-
side sitting on Vickie and
Doug’s driveway doing the
work.

ASHLAND – Mahoney State Park
is the recipient of the latest Eagle
Scout project by an area Scout.

Ashland Boy Scout Gannon Clev-
enger built three portable benches
for the state park last summer and
presented them to Mahoney rep-
resentatives on Oct. 19. Two of the
benches are located at the Go Ape
Treetop Adventure zip line attrac-
tion. The third bench is in the new
Venture Climb indoor climbing facil-
ity at the park’s Activity Center.

Gannon joined Scout Troop 34
when he was in the sixth grade, a
year after he and his family moved to
Ashland. Over the years, he watched

several local Scouts achieve Eagle
Scout rank, and set the achievement
as his goal before his Scouting career
ends at age 18. He is now 16.

“I wanted to continue Scouts and
finish out and not just age out with-
out accomplishing everything,” he
said. “It’d be a great honor, too.”

Originally Gannon had planned to
build a dog agility course at the Cen-
tral Bark, the Ashland dog park cre-
ated in 2010 by Bobby Fricke for his
Eagle Scout project.

But before he could get the project
approved, another Scout installed
an agility course there for his Eagle
project. So Gannon came up with an-
other idea.

He considered doing something
within Ashland’s city limits, but felt

that because several recent Eagle
Scout projects had been done in the
community, there wasn’t anything
the city needed.

So he turned his attention to near-
by Mahoney State Park. He consid-
ered re-cutting one of the trails there.

“I was just going to help one of
the parks get something they needed
done,” he said.

Gannon contacted Jim Swenson of
Greenwood, who worked with Troop
34 several years ago when his sons
were Scouts. Swenson is the park’s
director for the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission, giving him the
authority to approve a project there.
They hit upon the idea of building
benches.

Gannon designed the freestand-

ing benches to be sturdy but portable
with a look that would complement
the park setting. He received help
from D.P. Jones, a retired Scoutmas-
ter from Kansas who sits on the board
that approves Eagle Scout projects.

D.P. works with metal at his home
in Kansas. He invited Gannon there
to build the benches.

The benches are eight feet long
and 18 inches tall. Being a tall indi-
vidual himself, Gannon made sure
the benches would work for someone
who is also tall.

“I picked a height that would be
most comfortable for a tall person,”
he said.

Gannon and D.P. teamed up to
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CRAFTERS: Shelby and Vickie Stewart of Greenwood say they are up
to any requests made through their Stewart Creations custom gifts and
home décor business. (Staff Photo by Peggy Brown)

Stewart Creations prepare
for busy holiday season

BENCHES: Ashland Boy Scout Gannon Clevenger sits on one of the three benches he made for Mahoney State Park for his Eagle Scout Project. This bench sits near the Go Ape Treetop
Adventure at the park. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Eagle Scout project adds seating to state park
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❛❛This time of
year we go to craft
shows as that is
when people are

buying.❜❜
Vickie Stewart,

Crafter

ASHLAND – Current Ash-
land-Greenwood High School
thespians and the future of
the drama department will
show off their talents during
the upcoming Night of One-
Acts event.

The two-performance
event will take place on
Tuesday, Nov. 13, starting
at 7 p.m. in the high school
gym.

The high school students
will present their competi-
tion one-act play, “Robyn
Hood and her Merry Wom-
en” by Celeste Bonfanti. It is
under the direction of Janice
Jacobs with assistance from
student director Clara Ur-
win.

According to Jacobs, the
play is a gender twist – Robyn
Hood is a female (played by
Elizabeth Maack) and rather
than a Maid Marian there is
a Master Marvin (played by
Zeke Jackson).

“The story is based on the
typical tale about robbing
from the rich to give to the
poor,” said Jacobs.

Robyn Hood and her band
of women, including Little
Jane (Alex Williams) and
Sister Tuck (Grace Powell)
live off the land and try to
avoid running into the Sher-
iff of Nottingham (played by
Spencer Koeppe). But trou-
ble always has a way of find-
ing them.

After directing dramas for
the past few years of one-act
contests, Jacobs chose a com-
edy for the school’s competi-
tion piece this year.

“We were looking for
something light-hearted and
fun,” said Jacobs.

The play also worked well
with the talented group of
students Jacobs is working
with this year.

“I knew there would be a
number of strong seniors try-
ing out for lead roles along
with a significant group of
younger students,” she said.

The large cast allows Ja-
cobs to put as many students
on stage as possible, another
reason she chose this partic-
ular play.

“The experience is invalu-

Two performances
planned for AGHS
Night of One-Acts
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