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Grow Nebraska By Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts
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Legislative Word from the 23rd By State Sen. Bruce Bostleman

Opening for business
June is usually the month

when summer hits full swing
in Nebraska. In a typical
year, Omaha would be host-
ing the College World Series
right now. The Swedish Fes-
tival in Stromsburg, Polish
Days in Loup City and nu-
merous other community
celebrations would occur
this month. NEBRASKAland
Days would be underway in
North Platte. Communities
like Seward, Central City
and Ralston would be ready-
ing plans for Fourth of July
celebrations.

While this year has been
anything but normal, we’re
seeing encouraging signs in
our battle against coronavi-
rus. Thanks to Nebraskans
who are practicing social dis-
tancing even as we reopen,
we continue to maintain ro-
bust capacity in our health
care system. We’ve seen a
downward trend in corona-
virus hospitalizations in re-
cent weeks. Counties that
four to six weeks ago were
experiencing a surge in coro-
navirus cases are seeing very
few new cases today.

The virus isn’t gone, and
we must continue to be smart
and follow social distancing
guidelines. When you’re out
in public places, keep six
feet of distance from other
people. Continue to wash
your hands often, avoid large
groups of people, and wear
a mask when you go to the
store. These behaviors will
help us slow the spread of the
virus even further. As a state,
we’ve been very successful in
our efforts so far. As Nebras-
kans use good sense in their
social interactions, I’m con-
fident we’ll keep heading in
the right direction.

In light of the progress
we’ve made, our Direct
Health Measures will be re-
laxed again on June 22nd.
Most of Nebraska – 89 out of
our 93 counties – will enter
Phase Three of our plan to
loosen restrictions. Dakota,
Hall, Hamilton, and Merrick
counties will move to Phase
Two of our plan.

Here is an overview of the
Phase Three rules that will
go into effect for most coun-
ties on June 22nd.

Phase Three (applies to all
counties except for Dakota,
Hall, Hamilton and Merrick).
Gatherings

- Indoor gatherings will be
limited to 50 percent of rat-
ed occupancy (not to exceed
10,000).

- Outdoor gatherings will
be limited to 75 percent of
rated occupancy (not to ex-
ceed 10,000).

- Plans must be submitted
to local health departments
and approved for all indoor
and outdoor locations that
hold 500 or more individu-
als (1,000 or more in Douglas
County) before reopening is
permitted.

- Gyms, barber shops / sa-
lons, and body art facilities
will be limited to 75 percent
of rated occupancy.

- Groups at gatherings
shall be no larger than eight
individuals.

- Maintaining six feet of
separation between groups
will be a guidance rather
than a mandate in Phase
Three.

- Parades, carnivals, mid-
ways, dances and street
dances, and beer gardens re-
main prohibited.

- Restaurants and bars can
open their dining rooms to
100 percent capacity, with a
maximum of eight persons
per table.

- Childcare facilities will
be limited to the following
numbers (and subject to the
usual child-to-staff ratios):

- Infants to 3 year old, 15
children per room/space

- 3 year olds, 20 children
per room/space

- 4 to 5 year olds, 24 chil-
dren per room/space

- School-age children (K-
12), 30 children per room/
space.

As we proceed to the next
phases by region, we’re
also loosening restrictions
on sports statewide. Team
sports provide important ex-
ercise and community cama-
raderie – something we’ve all
missed the last few months.
On June 1st, limited and
non-contact sports resumed
practices in Nebraska. These
sports have safely restarted
with no issues. Given how
smoothly team sports have
resumed, we’re going to al-
low contact sports – such as
soccer, basketball, and tackle
football – to begin statewide
in July. Both practices and
games for contact sports can
take place as of July 1, 2020.

We’ve also announced the

content of the Phase Four
Directed Health Measures
We’ve not yet set a date for
these to take effect. However
we’re providing the Phase
Four rules so that Nebras
kans know what to expect as
we move forward.

For details on each phase
go online to dhhs.ne.gov/
coronavirus and click on Di
rected Health Measures.

Additionally, Nebraska
Department of Education
Commissioner Matthew
Blomstedt has announced
that schools will restart
with students in the class
room this fall. Commissioner
Blomstedt has been in fre
quent contact with public
health officials and super
intendents across the state
He’s also coordinated with
education leaders nation
wide. His team is develop
ing a set of best practices for
schools to consult as they
safely welcome students
and teachers back to their
buildings. All this informa
tion and more is being post
ed online at launchne.com
Schools won’t look exactly
like they did last fall, but I’m
confident the Commissioner
and local leaders will have a
solid plan in place to reopen
safely.

Test Nebraska mobile sites
continue to deploy to com
munities across the state
With the exception of Doug
las County, any Nebraskan
who wants to be tested is now
eligible. In Douglas County
we’ve added 15-35 year olds to
the priority groups for test
ing, and we expect everyone
to qualify for testing in the
near future. I encourage Ne
braskans to sign up at www
TestNebraska.com and make
an appointment to be tested.

The newest DHMs, and
associated guidance docu
ments, will be posted online
at www.dhhs.ne.gov/coro
navirus. I also invite you to
visit my website regularly
for updates (www.Governor
Nebraska.gov).

I appreciate Nebraskans
exercising personal respon
sibility to practice social
distancing. It’s helping keep
Nebraska on its path of re
opening. As we continue to
work to slow the spread of
the virus, let’s keep cooper
ating so we can get Nebraska
growing for years to come.

60 Years Ago (1960)
Cool, drier air from the

west chased the smell of
floodwaters form Ashland
Tuesday and Wednesday, af-
ter heavy rains had raises all
the creeks Sunday night and
Monday. By Wednesday, the
floodwaters had receded con-
siderably.

Salt Creek was contained
in its dikes inside Ashland,
but many acres were flooded
but many acres were flooded
above and below town.

The real culprits this time
were Clear Creek and espe-
cially Wahoo Creek. A three-
inch rain at the county seat
swelled the stream and sent
it sprawling all over the bot-
tomlands north and east of
Ashland.

50 Years Ago (1970)
Fires, apparently set de-

liberately, kept Ashland fire-
men on the jump Monday
morning, and the arsonist
is still on the loose. One of
them was actually discov-
ered by a deputy state fire
marshal, Virgil Tweton, of
Greenwood, who had arrived
in the area to investigate the
others. All had been set on
vacant properties.

The Ashland-Greenwood
High School varsity cheer-
leaders have brought home
the “spirit stick” from the
Nebraska Wesleyan Univer-
sity cheerleader clinic for
the second year in a row. The
girls, Bonnie Carnicle, Pat
Doran, Karen Duhl and Mar-
sha Anderson, earned the
stick by being the most spir-
ited squad of the 75 Nebras-
ka and Kansas high schools
attending two out of four
nights.

40 Years Ago (1980)
Eugene A. Conley of Oma-

ha, former Ashland insur-
ance agent, was elected last
week president of the Board
of Trustees of Nebraska

Wesleyan University. He
succeeds Judge Warren O.
Urbom, who has served the
past five years. Among the
new members are Rep. Doug
Bereuter of Utica and T.J.
Plummer Jr. of Ogallala,
brother-in-law of Mr. and
Mrs. Keith Livers.

Bill Paar Jr., head girls’
basketball coach at Ashland-
Greenwood High School
whose team won the state
Class B Championship in
March, was honored as
“coach of the year” by the
Lincoln Sunday Journal and
Star. Paar has been head
coach here for three seasons,
going from a 5-7 record the
first year to 17-3 last year to
26-0 and the state champion-
ship this past season.

30 Years Ago (1990)
In celebration of Flag

Day, Bethesda Care Center
in Ashland hosted the lo-
cal observance of “Pause for
the Flag.” The ceremony be-
gan with the presentation of
Bethesda’s old flag to Adju-
tant Bill Cook of American
Legion Post 129 to be proper-
ly disposed of in a respectful
manner. A new flag was pre-
sented and run up the pole,
while the audience recited
the Pledge of Allegiance.
“The Star-Spangled Banner”
was played and Danny El-
linger sang “God Bless the
U.S.A.” The program was at-
tended by between 25 and 30
Bethesda residents, as well
as members of the American
Legion Auxiliary Unit 129,
District 13.

Delbert Lacey said he has
been subjected to harass-
ment and discrimination
by the Department of Wa-
ter Resources, who deny it,
saying two trailers in the
mobile home park “are in a
dangerous spot and must be
moved.” Lacey charges that
the continuation of building

in Lincoln and Waverly in-
creases the chances of flood-
ing at Ashland. Turning the
entire flood plain within the
city limits into a park has
been an idea for some time.

20 years Ago (2000)
As towns throughout Ne-

braska and the rest of the
Midwest are dealing with
water shortages of crisis pro-
portions, Ashland is trying
to play catch up before it is
too late. At last Thursday’s
regular meeting of the City
Council, City Administra-
tor/ Clerk Chris Anderson
addressed the council on his
actions to date.

Anderson said water us-
age by Ashland residents
has been unusually high
this summer. That increase
in usage, coupled with low
rainfall amounts for months,
could lead to cutbacks for
area residents.

Anderson said the city has
been monitoring water levels
on a daily basis and trying to
figure out exactly what level
will necessitate conserva-
tion.

10 Years Ago (2010)
At the Ashland City Coun-

cil meeting last Thursday, a
representative from the Ash-
land American Legion Post
129 said the veterans group
would replace the trees they
cut down in April. In return,
the city will pay to move the
flagpole at the post’s head-
quarter in downtown Ash-
land.

In late April, a licensed ar-
borist and member of the Le-
gion Post, with the approval
of the membership, removed
a honey locust and a crab ap-
ple tree from in front of the
American Legion building.
The trees were planted in
the city’s right-of-way during
the downtown improvement
project 17 years ago.

Around the world on wheels
In April of 1895 Mr. and Mrs. H. Dar-

win McIlrath pedaled west from Chica-
go, determined to circle the world on bi-
cycles. During their journey, sponsored
by the Chicago Inter Ocean newspaper,
Mr. McIlrath contributed letters to the Inter
Ocean describing the couple’s experiences and
the sights they saw along the way. A travel book
compiled from these letters, titled Around the
World on Wheels for the Inter Ocean: The
Travels and Adventures in Foreign Lands of
Mr. and Mrs. H. Darwin McIlrath, was pub-
lished in 1898.

The book includes a description of the Mc-
Ilraths’ crossing of Nebraska from east to
west on the first leg of their round-the-world
trip. In Omaha they were welcomed and en-
tertained at the Pump House, “a handsomely
appointed club house under the patronage
of the Omaha Wheel Club. Its name is de-
rived from a large pneumatic pump which
stands invitingly to all cyclists outside of the
main entrance.” In Lincoln the Capital City
Cycling Club escorted the pair on a visit to
Governor Silas A. Holcomb, with whom they
attended the theater.

Near Grand Island, the McIlraths “while
riding the railroad tracks, . . . ran into a hail-
storm. Mrs. McIlrath, with her head between
her shoulders, was driving blindly in the
face of the fusillade of ice bullets. Unable to
see where she was going, she ran straight
into a cattle guard, throwing her some twen-
ty feet down an embankment, and bending
her handle-bars till they met above.”

Despite the mishap the McIlraths pushed
on to Kearney, where according to the Ke-
arney Daily Hub, on May 20, 1895, they
toured the race track and the cotton mill.

W.B. Walker, superintendent of the local
cycle factory, joined the McIlraths’ entou-
rage and rode with them as far as Cozad. Mc-
Ilrath noted in his book, “Walker was a howl-
ing swell when he started away with us. His
Scotch clothes were models of the tailor’s
art, his cap was of the latest fashion, and his
stockings were positively delirious in their
pattern.” At one point the group was over-
taken by an electrical storm during which
“Walker grew frightened, and leaping from
his wheel landed squarely in a pool of water,
which had been stagnant until stirred by the
heavy rain shortly before. He was anything
but the dapper looking individual of Kear-
ney when he dragged himself from the pool.”
After reaching Cozad, Walker returned home
to Kearney.

At Gothenburg the two cyclists were
met by several local enthusiasts, including
George Roberts, who astonished McIlrath.
“Some years ago he (Roberts) had the mis-
fortune to lose his right leg, but put him on a
wheel and he is a wonder in spite of his afflic-
tion. Through the sandy soil and mud, this
man could even outwind Mrs. McIlrath and
myself, and a picturesque figure he was, too,
as he glided over the plains, with his one leg
turning the pedal like a steam piston, and a
crutch lashed over his back like a musket.”

In North Platte the McIlraths spent a day
at Buffalo Bill Cody’s famed Scout’s Rest
Ranch before traveling on to Big Springs,
their last stop in Nebraska before crossing
into Colorado. They finally completed their
round-the-world journey more than three
years later in 1898, leaving England in Octo-
ber. After landing in New York, they rested
several days before starting overland to Chi-
cago.

Nebraska Timeline From History Nebraska

AROUND THE WORLD: In April of 1895 Mr. and Mrs. H. Darwin McIlrath pedaled west from Chicago, deter-
mined to circle the world on bicycles. Pictured is Mrs. McIlrath. (Photo provided by History Nebraska)

Thursday, June 25 –
Kid’s Cupboard, American
Lutheran Church, 5 to 6:30
p.m.

Thursday, July 2 – Kid’s
Cupboard, American Lu-
theran Church, 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Ashland City Council
meeting, Ashland Public Li-
brary, 7 p.m.

Saturday, July 4 – Ash-
land Area Chamber of Com-
merce fireworks show,
around 9 p.m.

Wednesday, July 8 –
ALC Closet, American Lu-
theran Church, 4:30 to 7 p.m.

Thursday, July 9 – Kid’s
Cupboard, American Lu-
theran Church, 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Chamber of Commerce
meeting, Breadeaux Pizza,
12 p.m.

Gov. Ricketts announced
new Directive Health Mea-
sures for Phase 3 of the CO-
VID-19 re-opening plan will
take effect on June 22nd.
Under the new DHMs, in-
door gatherings will be lim-
ited to 50 percent of the maxi-
mum rated occupancy or a
maximum of 10,000 people.
Outdoor gatherings will be
limited to 75 percent of the
maximum rated occupancy
or a maximum of 10,000 peo-
ple.

Although outdoor gath-
erings will be allowed, this
does not apply to fairs, car-
nivals or parades as they
are still prohibited. Further-
more, bars, restaurants and
bottle clubs may now open
with 100 percent maximum
rated occupancy as long as
everyone inside the estab-
lishment has their own seat.
A maximum of eight people
will be allowed to sit at one
table and patrons may now
be seated and eat at the bar.
Youth sports games and
practices now fall under the
regular gathering limits and
are not restricted to imme-
diate family only. Finally,
gyms spas and health clubs
will be limited to 75 percent

rated occupancy.
My work continues with

modernizing emergency
medical services in the State.
Executive Order 20-27 issued
by Gov. Ricketts, in part,
will allow those who are cur-
rently in training to become
Emergency Medical Techni-
cians to temporarily defer in-
person clinical field time and
in-person examinations to
Dec. 31. However, all train-
ees must have completed all
other requirements and have
an instructor or training
agency sign off that you were
unable to complete the in-
person portions of training.

Last summer, my office
was contacted by a Wahoo
family who wanted to title
their 1930 Ford Model A
which had been in their fam-
ily for 90 years. However,
they were not allowed to title
the car due to a Junk Title
being erroneously placed on
their car after a minor fender
bender in 1963. Although the
vehicle was not junked, state
law prevents junked vehicles
from being titled and regis-
tered. When session recon-
venes in July my bill LB831
will resolve this issue for
similar junked title vehicles.

As amended into LB944 my
bill allows vehicles with a
junk title, manufactured pri-
or to 1940 with no major com-
ponents replaced, to receive
a salvage title as long as
they can pass an inspection.
LB944 is the Transportation
and Telecommunications
Committee’s priority bill and
is currently on Select File.

Agriculture is the heart
and soul of Nebraska and
June is Dairy Month in Ne-
braska. Dairy farms play a
significant role in our state’s
economy and provides our
state and nation with high
quality and healthy dairy
products. Every day Nebras-
ka exports around 2 million
pounds of milk produced by
our 127 dairies across the
state. I encourage everyone
to help celebrate Nebraska’s
dairy farmers and support
your local dairies directly.

We continue praying for
everyone as we continue to
face the COVID-19 challenge.
We are empathetically here
to listen to your concerns
and encourage you to con-
tact my office at 402-471-2719
or bbostelman@leg.ne.gov if
you have questions or need
assistance.

GOT NEWS?
Send it to us at news@ashland-gazette.com


