
RAYMOND – Walking
through the halls of Ray-
mond Central High School,
one would never expect a
3-foot by 5-foot closet near
the school’s main gym to be
so impactful for the students
and families of the school dis-
trict.

In the fall of 2019, Raymond
Central began a pantry for
its students called the Caring
Shelf. According to Principal
Allison Stansberry, the pan-
try was created so things like
lack of proper food, clothing
and hygiene products do not
get in the way of their educa-
tion.

“In order for us to meet
our students’ academic
needs and help them be suc-
cessful, we feel like we need
to meet those basic needs,”
Stansberry said. “Fuel the
body, fuel the mind.”

Stansberry said that most
items are donated by teach-
ers, churches and commu-
nity members. They also
received help from the Back-
Pack Program and monetary
donations from the commu-
nity.

Raymond residents Amy
Wendland and Candace Jin-
dra are two of those com-
munity members. Wendland
recently hosted an online
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School pantry helping
students and families

Motorists encouraged to be aware of farm machinery

Safety fiRSt: A combine is driven on Highway 77 on Sept. 29. The Nebraska Department of Roads reports
that in 2019 there were 67 farm equipment related accidents, 26 of them caused injuries and three were
fatal. Sheriff Kevin Stukenholtz said on average there is one serious farm equipment related accident in
Saunders County each year. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

WAHOO – Wahoo farmer
Doug Bartek tries to stay off
the highway as much as pos-
sible.

But with five of his fields
located on highways, it’s
pretty much impossible to
not drive his large farm
equipment along highways
during harvest season.
Bartek stays off highways be-
cause of the impatience and
aggression of other drives.

“As far as motorists in
general, people are in such a
hurry that it seems like com-
mon sense kind of goes out
the window,” Bartek said.

According to data from
the Nebraska Department of
Roads, in 2019 there were a
total of 67 farm equipment-
related accidents leading to
26 injuries and three fatali-
ties. Sheriff Kevin Stuken-
holtz said that in Saunders
County on average there is at
least one serious farm equip-
ment-related accident per
year.

Encroaching on the peak
of harvest season, Stuken-
holtz said that in a normal,
non-COVID-19 season there
would be more patrol cars
out. He said that this helps
keep drivers and farmers
safe while on the highway or
busier roads.

Certain conditions like
increased traffic on football
Saturdays, driving in low
light situations or a driver
not familiar with the area
are all aspects that both the
general public and farmers
need to be aware of, Stuken-
holtz said.

“I think the farmers are
generally pretty aware that
the motoring public is maybe
not used to that slow of a ve-
hicle, wide of a vehicle that
tends to slow traffic down,”
Stukenholtz said. “(Farmers)
being aware that somebody
is maybe not as familiar with
the rural community, and

Highway awareness important during harvest

WAHOO – An outbreak
of COVID-19 in the Saun-
ders County Clerk’s staff has
closed the office until further
notice during a very busy
time of year.

On Monday, a sign was
posted on the door and Coun-
ty Clerk Patti Lindgren in-
formed the media that the
office was closing because of
the coronavirus. In an inter-
view with the Wahoo News-
paper, Lindgren said she her-
self had tested positive, along
with one of her employees.
As a result, the Three Rivers
Public Health Department
advised the office be closed
to the public for the time be-
ing. Lindgren is hopeful that
the quarantine will end next

week.
“We all should be past the

quarantine date by Oct. 13,”
she said.

The staff members who
have not tested positive for
COVID-19 and are not show-
ing symptoms will continue
to work in the office behind
closed doors, Lindgren said.
She will come in at night as
well, but will take all precau-
tions to keep from spreading
the virus, including staying
mainly in her office, wearing
a mask at all times and sani-
tizing any area where she
has worked.

All staff will wear masks
while working in the office,
Lindgren said. The staff will
enter and exit the building
through an east door that

Positive COVID-19
test closes clerk’s
office temporarily

By Suzi Nelson
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WAHOO – Wahoo El-
ementary School Principal
Ben Kreifels describes the
outdoor classroom as an ex-
ample of when teachers do
something beneficial for stu-
dents without being asked.

When kindergarten teach-
er Judy Stukenholtz and
fellow teachers attended a
conference for kindergarten
teachers in 2013, they learned
about what an outdoor class-
room is. This turned into a
seven year project that all
started with an idea and a
tree.

“It started as a teacher
who had a creative idea, and
it’s evolved now into lots of
people having lots of differ-
ent kinds of creative ideas,”
Kreifels said. “I think it’s
just a tribute to our staff and

that they’re committed to
doing things above and be-
yond.”

Since 2013, the empty field
the outdoor classroom once
was has become a space
where students can learn
through several different ar-
eas that Nature Explore rec-
ommends for certification.
Nature Explore designs out-
door classrooms for schools
and is conducted through the
Arbor Day Farm in Nebras-
ka City.

“A Nature Explore class-
room consists of several ar-
eas,” Stukenholtz said. “A
gathering area, building
area, nature art area, sand,
music and movement, messy
materials and climbing.”

In 2014, Nature Explore
walked through the space
and gave the school a design,
which Stukenholtz and oth-
ers have been working on

ever since.
Through many grants and

donations from the commu-
nity, Stukenholtz said that
they have been able to add
garden boxes for a sensory,
a stage with musical instru-
ments, a bridge, a storage
shed and play house and
much more. They also have
purchased a greenhouse
which they plan on building
next year.

The classroom has yet to
be certified yet, but Stuken-
holtz is not concerned about
not qualifying as she said
they have met all require-
ments. While the process has
been long and ever-changing,
it’s well worth the wait and
Stukenholtz attributes this
to the Wahoo community.

“It took a lot of people and
a lot of different community

Outdoor classroom breaks down school walls, opens up possibilities

- See Safety Page 3A
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BReaKiNg DoWN WaLLS: Wahoo Elementary’s outdoor classroom on Monday in Wahoo. The outdoor class-
room started as an idea and has evolved into a seven-year, never-ending project, kindergarten teacher Judy
Stukenholtz said. Principal Ben Kreifels said the classroom helps students establish real life connections with
what they are learning. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

Paint Job
The new pavement on Chest-

nut Street from 11th to 13th
streets in Wahoo is marked with
traffic lines last Thursday. Traf-
con Inc. of Lincoln did the work,
which included preparing the
surface and applying the paint
(right), then putting down traffic
cones until the paint dried, which
was only a short time. The entire
Chestnut Street project will be
completed soon. A ribbon cutting
and grand opening celebration
is scheduled for Thursday, Oct.
8 at 9:30 a.m. at the corner of
12th and Chestnut streets. (Staff
Photos by Suzi Nelson)

By Elsie Stormberg
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