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 ASHLAND – Just in time 

for Christmas, a new shop 

in downtown Ashland offers 

jewelry, men’s accessories 

and watch repair.

 Denise Hartman opened 

Blackwell’s Fine Supply Co. 

on Saturday during Ash-

land’s Hometown Christmas 

festivities. 

 The Ashland woman has 

over 20 years of experience in 

the jewelry and watch indus-

try. With this expertise, her 

new shop will offer full ser-

vice watch repair, fine and 

fashion jewelry and men’s 

accessories sales, as well as 

free jewelry cleaning and in-

spection.

 Hartman’s first job work-

ing with jewelry was at 

Kohl’s while she was in col-

lege. After working there six 

months, she was recruited 

to work for Borsheim’s Fine 

Jewelry in Omaha as a qual-

ity control specialist at the 

age of 22. She was eventually 

promoted to buyer, purchas-

ing diamonds, and loose gem-

stones, platinum, gold and 

silver for the store.

 At Borsheim’s, Hartman 

had the opportunity to soak 

in as much as she could 

about the jewelry business. 

 “I was in the perfect situ-

ation to learn anything and 

everything I could,” she said. 

“It was amazing.”

 It was at Borsheim’s where 

she first learned about watch 

repair.

 “You could get watches 

fixed at jewelry stores then,” 

she said.

 Hartman left Borsheim’s 

to stay at home with her 

children. She also started an 

estate and fine jewelry busi-

ness at the same time. 

 “I was one of the first sell-

ers on ebay,” she said.

 Five years after opening 

her business, a friend needed 

help at Zales in Westroads 

Mall in Omaha. She worked 

there for about a year.

 “That was an experience 

because I was not used to the 

mall setting at that point,” 

she said.

 Hartman also worked as 

a manager in the Von Maur 

jewelry department, but left 

due to the extremely long 

hours, particular during the 

Christmas season.

 She stayed home again 

with her sons for before tak-

ing a job at Mahoney State 

Park. But soon she was ready 

to get back to jewelry and 

watches.

 “That’s when Precision 

Time contacted me,” she 

said.

 Hartman went on to man-

age Precision Time’s built-

in kiosk at Oakview Mall in 

Omaha. For three years she 

focused on selling and repair-

ing watches, and in doing so 

gained valuable hands-on ex-

perience.

 As the economy suffered, 

so did watch shops. Precision 

Time closed all but eight of 

its 80 stores, including the 

one in Oakview. 
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HOLIDAY SHINES: The Ashland Care Center’s holiday candy-filled float in the Parade of Lights netted the first place prize of $250 during Sat-

urday’s Hometown Christmas festivities in Ashland. For more photos, go to Pages 6 and 8. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)
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 ASHLAND – The goal of 

making Ashland’s Home-

town Christmas celebration 

on par with Stir-Up was near-

ly met on Saturday.

 The streets were filled with 

people during the evening 

activities and the day-time 

events were well attended, 

according to organizer Catri-

na Harris with the Ashland 

Area Chamber of Commerce.

 “I think the best word to 

describe it is 

amazing,” said 

Harris. “It sur-

passed a lot of 

expectations.”

 Harris, 
a 

Chamber board 

member, and 

Brad Carlson, 

Chamber vice 

president, spearheaded this 

year’s event, along with sig-

nificant help from Chamber 

board member Mary Ziegen-

bein, who has organized 

Hometown Christmas for the 

past several years.

 Harris said many other 

Chamber members pitched 

in to help with this year’s 

event. There were also many 

people who are not members 

of the Chamber that lent a 

hand during set up and clean 

up.

 “It was super community-

based,” she said of the volun-

teer effort.

 The highlight was the Pa-

rade of Lights, which was re-

introduced to the Hometown 

Christmas line up after an 

absence of 10 years. 

 While there were not as 

many entries nor as many 

spectators as can be found 

during the Stir-Up Grand 

Parade in July, Saturday 

night’s Parade of Lights was 

a success nonetheless.

 “The parade was just per-

fect,” Harris said.

 About 30 entries lined up 

as dusk fell on 

the community. 

Floats, cars, 

trucks and pe-

destrians on 

two and four 

legs made their 

way down Sil-

ver Street to the 

awaiting crowd.

 Prizes were given for the 

top three entries, which 

were voted on by Stir-Up 

King Dean Curtis and Queen 

Cheri O’Kelly.

 Ashland Care Center’s 

entry took first place. Their 

float was bedecked with 

lights and giant pieces of can-

dy and filled with merrymak-

ers donning Santa hats and 

holding giant lollipops.

 The illuminated greeting 

“Happy Holidays” on the 

grill and the many strings of 

Ashland sparkles for Hometown Christmas 

See HOMETOWN, Page 3

By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

Difficult choice

 Ysabelle Ceder takes a few minutes to pick out a toy during 

Ashland Fire and Rescue’s Santa and the Fire Hall event on Sun-

day afternoon. Using generous donations from local citizens and 

merchants, the fire and rescue departments purchased 300 toys 

and 600 $5 gift cards to hand out to children and their families 

visiting Santa and Mrs. Claus. The departments also conducted an 

open house to show off their equipment and personnel. For more 

photos, turn to Page 8. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

NAIA championship 

caps college career 

for Ashland’s Klaudt

 HASTINGS – Ashland na-

tive Jennifer Klaudt finished 

her college volleyball career 

in a way few can boast – with 

a national championship. 

 Klaudt and the Hastings 

College Broncos won the Na-

tional Association of Inter-

collegiate Athletics (NAIA) 

volleyball championship in a 

thrilling five-set win on Dec. 

3 at Tyson Events Center in 

Sioux City, Iowa.

 “It was the best ending I 

could possibly ask for,” said 

Klaudt.

 Hastings was down two 

sets to Dordt 

(Iowa) College 

in the final be-

fore the team 

rallied for the 

win. Before 

the third set 

began, Head 

Coach Matt 

Buttermore made a few 

tweaks to the game plan, 

but the players were the 

ones who set the course for a 

change in momentum.

 “We just knew we had to go 

out there and play Hastings 

volleyball,” said Klaudt. 

 They also knew they had 

to add in the missing factor – 

fun.

 “We weren’t having fun 

the first two sets,” Klaudt 

said. “We knew we play bet-

ter when we’re having fun.”

 As soon as they made 

it back out onto the court, 

Klaudt said she could feel the 

momentum swing their way, 

especially after they scored 

their first point.

 “We just came together in 

the middle of the court and 

cheered loud,” she added.

 After that it was all Hast-

ings, as they dominated 

the final three sets to win 

the match and the national 

championship.

 “It ended on tears of joy in-

stead of tears of heartbreak,” 

Klaudt said.

 Klaudt ended up with 11 

kills on a .429 hitting percent-

age and seven blocks.

 “A lot of people came up 

to me and said that was one 

of the best games I’ve ever 

played,” said Klaudt.

 The fact 

that it was 

her last col-

lege volleyball 

game provid-

ed motivation.

 “I just 

gave it my 

all,” she said. 

“I made it a goal I wanted to 

score a point every time I got 

the ball.”

 Klaudt played front row 

only, and when the final 

point came she was on the 

sidelines. As soon as the 

whistle blew, she sprinted 

onto the court and joined the 

celebration as confetti rained 

down from above and the 

record crowd of 2,500 people 

cheered.

 “I jumped on everyone and 

hugged them,” she said.

 As soon as the trophies 

were awarded, the crowd 

SISTERS CELEBRATE: Sisters Jennifer and Jessica Klaudt of Ashland 

celebrate Hastings College’s NAIA volleyball championship. 

DISPLAY: Isabeau Push arranges jewelry in the display case at Blackwell’s Fine Supply Co., a new business 

that opened on Saturday in downtown Ashland. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

Jewelry, watch store opens in Ashland

See KLAUDT, Page 3

See BLACKWELL’S, Page 3

 WAHOO – Construction on 

the old county jail building 

in Wahoo continues. 

  The construction is to 

remedy moisture issues 

that caused the relocation 

of Saunders County Youth 

Services to the Law Enforce-

ment and Judicial Center in 

October. 

 Near the beginning of 

October, employees in the 

building spoke of breathing 

problems and asked that the 

building be checked, said 

Louis Austin, administrative 

assistant to the Saunders 

County Board of Supervi-

sors.

 Upon inspection, mold was 

found and the interior issue 

was remedied through treat-

ment by the end of October.

 But to ensure that the mold 

does not return, treatment to 

the building’s exterior need-

ed to be done.

 “They’re digging to the 

foundation and water proof-

ing the outside wall to keep 

water from seeping in,” said 

courthouse Maintenance 

Department Employee Mike 

Holley.

 Bullock Brothers Con-

struction in Wahoo is clean-

ing the brick off and then 

gluing a rubber mat to the ex-

terior wall that will redirect 

the water below the founda-

tion, Holly said. 

 “This is preventative 

maintenance now,” said 

Saunders County Public 

Works Director Steve Mika. 

 Mika said the premise is 

the same as the work done on 

the old courthouse in recent 

years to solve a similar mois-

ture problem. 

 But, one issue that came 

about with the old jail is that 

the foundation is lower than 

the street, Holly said. 

 This prevents the same 

By Sam Farmer

sam.farmer@wahoonewspaper.com

See COURTHOUSE, Page 3

County fixes mold 

issues at old jail

{{It w
as the best 

ending I could 

possibly ask for.||

Jennifer Klaudt,

Hastings volleyball player

{{I think the best 

word to describe 

it is amazing.||

Catrina Harris,
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Holiday Break Raymond Central Schools will be 

dismissed Dec. 22 for the holiday break, 

while School District 
145 students will 
have classes up to 
noon Dec. 23. Both districts will 

begin the second 
semester Jan. 4. 
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 EAGLE – This year’s elec-

tion resulted in two new 

members joining the 
Village of Eagle’s 
Board of Trustees, 
but it also saw the 
departure of a long-
time member of the 
village’s governing 
body.
 After 20 years 
serving the village, 
John Surman’s bid 
for re-election came 
up short. He offi-
cially left the board 
halfway through last 
week’s meeting, trad-
ing his seat at the trustees’ 

table for a chair among the 

public in attendance. 
 That result wasn’t entirely 

unexpected, Surman said in 

an interview last week. He 

did not take his position on 

the board for granted.
 “I was not overly sur-

prised,” he said. “That’s the 

way it is.” He plans on remaining in-

volved in the village, though 

he’ll find himself sitting 

among the public at future 

board meetings. That’s not 

something with which he’s 

unfamiliar. Before joining the board, 

Surman worked as the editor 

for the Eaglet, a now-defunct 

newsletter that served the 

village, offering local news 

and other coverage. That job 

included attending the very 

meetings he’d soon be join-

ing for the next 20 years.
 “I’d go attend some of the 

meetings and see what was 
going on,” Surman 
said, adding that 
he’d then relay 
the information to 
newsletter readers. During the time he 

was with the Eaglet, 
a vacancy appeared 
on the board. So, in 
1995, Surman found 
himself volunteer-
ing to fill that empty 
seat.
 A board member 
at the time recom-
mended Surman be 

appointed during a meeting 

he was attending. Some on 

the board didn’t know who 

he was.
 “The chair said ‘who was 

that,’” Surman said. “He 

said ‘he’s sitting right over 

there.’”
 Over the past two decades, 

Surman has had plenty of 

opportunities to resign from 

the board, and he considered 

it a few times.  But a sense of duty to vil-

lage residents motivated him 

to continue serving.
 “I usually tried to keep 

the best interests of the resi-

dents at heart,” Surman said. 

“Hopefully they’ll remember 

somewhere along the road 

that ‘gee, he was right.’”

Viking 
boys pull off thrilling 
victory

Page 6

Big Win

By Michael Wunder
michael.wunder@newswaverly.com

See Surman on Page 3

New members join Eagle’s Board of Trustees

Surman reflects on two decades as Eagle trustee

John 
Surman

County, University partner to re-open bridge

 WAVERLY – Area citizens 

received some good news last 

Friday.
 There were 12 closed 

bridges in the county at the 

beginning of last week. This 

week, thanks to the efforts of 

multiple agencies, that num-

ber is down to 11. The Lancaster County En-

gineer’s Office, the Univer-

sity of Nebraska-Lincoln and 

the Nebraska Department of 

Roads worked together last 

week to determine whether 

or not a key bridge in the 

county could re-open to ve-

hicles.
 The closure of bridge J-143, 

located on North 148th Street 

between Holdredge and O 

streets, meant a lot of people 

were taking detours. New 

numbers estimate 5,700 vehi-

cles travel the busy corridor 

on a daily basis. Those detours are no lon-

ger necessary, as tests on the 

bridge determined it could 

be re-opened, said County 

Engineer Pam Dingman at a 

press conference last week. 

The road was re-opened last 

Friday morning. “Today, we have one less 

closed bridge,” Dingman 

said. “And we have one 

less closed bridge due to in-

novation and a really un-

precedented collaboration 

between the Nebraska State 

Patrol, the University of Ne-

braska Civil Engineering 

Department, the Department 

of Roads, Lancaster County 

Engineering and JEO.”
 An initial inspection, com-

missioned after an overload 

permit request came into the 

engineer’s office, found the 

bridge to be in dismal shape, 

Dingman said. It should not 

have been able to support it’s 

own dead load. After learning that infor-

mation, Dingman immedi-

ately reached out to UNL and 

NDOR to find a solution.
 “I actually called the De-

partment of Roads and I said 

‘I have a real problem here,’” 

Dingman said. “‘This is a 

major corridor and it’s going 

to be an extraordinary hard-

ship for Lancaster County to 

have this corridor closed.’”
 The strain tests, conduct-

ed by UNL at no cost to the 

county, found the bridge’s 

unique design allowed it to 

carry more weight tham ini-

tially thought. The bridge, built in 1938 

and expanded with box cul-

verts in 1968, is buried un-

der asphalt and soil and bol-

stered by steel beams. 
 When analyzed individu-

ally, the beams were found to 

be in dismal shape, said Dan-

iel Linzell, chair of UNL’s De-

partment of Civil Engineer-

ing. But calculations done 

in an office differ from work 

done in the field. When tested 

as part of the whole bridge, 

it was found the beams and 

other components came to-

gether to carry the weight.
 “The field testing looks at 

this bridge as a whole entity, 

which is what it is,” Linzell 

said.
 The re-opening was good 

news for many in the area, 

but there is still much work 

to be done, Dingman said. 

There are two more small 

bridges along North 148th 

Street that need to be re-

placed. The county hopes 

to have new structures in-

stalled by next winter.
 Overall, 76 bridges – rough-

ly one quarter of the bridges 

in the county – are in need 

of replacement, Dingman 

said. Twenty-two of those are 

structurally deficient.
 On top of that, 93 miles of 

road need asphalt overlay 

and 32 miles of road require 

new paving. The cost to fix the bridges 

alone would require $76 

million from the county’s 

coffers. About $110 million 

would be needed to complete 

all necessary work.

By Michael Wunder
michael.wunder@newswaverly.com

A Little Help

Thinking it Through
 Blayke Webber of Lincoln took his time in writing his letter to Santa 

Saturday afternoon at Winter Wonderland near Raymond. The wonder-

land, better known as JK’s Pumpkin Patch, offers crafts, treats and 

visits with Santa. (Staff Photo by Peggy Brown)

Mustangs 
host dual tournament
Page 7

Wrestling

Getting Some Advice
 Nathan Beckstead receives help from Shane Beckstead while working on crafts Saturday morning at Eagle Elementary. Parents and children 

from around the village enjoyed activities, food, music and a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus at the event organized by Eagle Vision. (Staff Photo 

by Michael Wunder)

 EAGLE – Two new faces 

joined the Village of Eagle 

Board of Trustees last week, 

while one incumbent re-

tained a seat on the govern-

ing body. Newcomers Butch Schukei 

and Dan Meier, along with in-

cumbent Travis Moore, were 

sworn in halfway through 

the Dec. 6 meeting. Meier served on the board 

a few years ago, and he said 

he was grateful to have found 

his way back to a seat at the 

table.
 “I didn’t expect it,” he said. 

“I just thought I’d give it a 

try.”
 He just wants to “help the 

town out and be there for ev-

erybody,” he said. Schukei served as the vil-

lage’s maintenance head for 

many years. He relinquished 

that role before being sworn 

in.
 He hopes to be able to work 

on improving the village’s in-

frastructure, water and sew-

er systems. Moore said he was happy 

to be re-elected as he still 

feels he has much to do.
 “I think right now, consid-

ering all the progress that 

we’ve made in the four years 

I’ve been on the board, I’m 

eager to continue working 

on development,” he said. “I 

think that’s going to be a lot 

easier as a member of the vil-

lage board.” He plans to make the con-

struction of a new commu-

nity building one of his next 

priorities after the opening of 

Dollar General. With the swearing in of 

new trustees also came the 

re-organization of the board’s 

sub-boards. Moore will continue chair 

the board, and Ray Young 

was named vice chair. 

Schukei and Meier took over 

the Streets Board, as well 

as the Water Board. Young 

and Schukei will oversee the 

Sewer Board. Young and Moore will 

serve on the Community 

Building Board, Krystal 

Rash and Young will serve 

on the Keno Board, Schukei 

and Moore will serve on the 

Safety Board and Moore and 

Meier will serve on the Park 

Board.
 Village appointments re-

mained the same, other than 

the appointment of Mierau 

and Co. as the new village ac-

countant. Prior to the swearing in of 

new trustees, the old board 

See Bridge on Page 3

OATH OF OFFICE: Eagle Trustees Dan Meier, Travis Moore and Butch 

Schukei are sworn in during the Dec. 6 Eagle board meeting. The 

three were elected during the Nov. 8 General Election. (Staff Photo by 

Michael Wunder)

By Michael Wunder
michael.wunder@newswaverly.com

“

”

I will continue to find cost-effective 

and innovative solutions to our 
infrastructure challenges while 

keeping the public safe.

— County Engineer Pam Dingman

See Board on Page 3

 GREENWOOD – A Lincoln 

native that died in the ware-

house fire in Oakland, Ca-

lif., Dec. 2 had Waverly and 

Greenwood ties. Nicole Siegrist, also 

known as Denalda Nicole 

Renae, was the daughter of 

John Siegrist and grand-

daughter of Clarice and Max 

Siegrist, all former Waverly 

residents. Her great-aunt, Patsy 

Mandery, still lives in Green-

wood.
 “Her mother Carol called 

me and told me she was going 

to Oakland as they thought 

Nicole was in the fire,” Man-

dery said. After that first 

call, information just “snow-

balled” about what hap-

pened.
 “I told Carol that our 

prayers were with her, but 

to please call me direct when 

she found out more informa-

tion,” Mandery said. “This 

was something I didn’t want 

to read on Facebook.”
 She said that her daughter 

in Ashland was keeping in 

contact with the family.
 Community response has 

been strong. “The support to Nicole’s 

family has just been amaz-

ing,” Mandery said.
 Siegrist, 29, was a musi-

cian and was heavily in-

volved in the music scene. 

She played synthezier in a 

duo named Introflirt, accord-

ing to the band’s website. 
 Hours before the fire erupt-

ed at the two-story structure, 

Siegrist posted a photo on 

Facebook of her newly dyed 

blue-and-red hair. “A lot of people around the 

area are probably wondering 

if that was John’s daughter,” 

Mandery said. She said she 

had not talked to the father, 

but knew he had to be going 

through heartbreak.
 “The whole family is,” 

Mandery said. “I think when 

I got the call from Carol, I 

knew in my heart she didn’t 

get out. But then when she 

called the family and said she 

had been identified, it was 

hard to accept.” (Staff writer Peggy Brown 

contributed to this report.)

Oakland fire victim had ties 
to Waverly and Greenwood

Alia ConleyOmaha World-Herald

 MEAD – Mead FFA alum-
ni are lending an extra hand 
this year in helping students 
achieve career-related skills.
 “There’s been a lot of help 
this year,” said Mead FFA 
Sponsor Cole Blomendahl.
 Mead’s FFA alumni is 75 
members strong and has the 
diversity necessary to teach 
and mentor the variety of 
skills that encompass the 
FFA curriculum, he said. 
 “Alumni is a misnomer. 
It’s an organization of par-
ents, teachers and admin-
istration that want to help 
the kids out and see them do 
well,” said former Mead Ag 
Instructor Joe Baldasare. 
 Baldasare and many oth-
er Mead FFA alumni met 
last Friday night to help the 
cause at the annual spaghetti 
feed fundraiser. 
 Events like the Mead FFA 
Alumni Spaghetti Feed are 
able to fund some of the trips 
students make with FFA to 
events, Blomendahl said.
 “All the proceeds go to the 
alumni, which helps pay for 
student scholarships and any 
other supports needed for 
conventions,” Blomendahl 
said.
 But, the financial contri-

butions are only the begin-
ning of alumni investment 
and contributions. 
 A main method that alum-
ni help is through coaching 
and the supervised ag experi-
ence program, said Alumni 
President Brad Nygren.
 The hands-on experience 
gives students more than 

a taste of what their future 
possibilities are, but provide 
a working experience for 
them, he said.
 Depending on the alumni’s 
specialized skills, they are 
able to provide opportuni-
ties for students to learn 
alongside them in traditional 
ag-related categories like ag 

mechanics, crop and grain 
production and livestock. 
 Alumni are also able to 
help students in the broader 
categories that fall under the 
FFA umbrella.
 Most recently, Blomen-
dahl and some alumni took 
FFA students to Raymond 
Central High School for the  
district competition, primar-
ily composed of public speak-
ing events. 
 These include extempora-
neous speaking, creed speak-
ing, public speaking, par-
liamentary procedure and 
others, said Alumna Allison 
Leimer, who helped coach 
FFA students for the event.
 Leimer is also a Saunders 
County Extension educator 
and helped judge some of the 
events, but could not judge 
in categories that she helped 
coach in, she said.
 Leimer said public speak-
ing categories like the job 
interview meet a universal 
need for students. 
 With a speaking competi-
tion culminating an entire 
district contest, it proves 
knowing the language of 
the industry is important, 
Nygren said. 
 With an FFA emphasis, 
they are also able to connect 

 WAHOO – Final prepara-
tions are underway for the 
2016 VFW Christmas Drive. 
 Volunteers will make de-
liveries this Saturday for the 
54th annual campaign.  
 While the donations have 
been slow to come in this 
year, they have picked up 
over the past two weeks.  
 This past week’s donations 
were $1,861, bringing the to-
tal to date to $6,831.
 As always, these dona-
tions are critical to cover the 
increased need throughout 
Saunders County this year.  
The names and referrals of 
people in need have contin-
ued to come in, said Drive 
Co-coordinator Jason Libal,   
 The final day to accept re-
ferrals was on Monday.  
 “Much like the donations, 
we are down a few names 
this year.  We are hopeful 

that nobody that is in need 
this year will be going with-
out,” he said. “It is always 
our goal to meet the needs of 
over 200 families throughout 
the county, and our numbers 
are a bit behind that mark.  It 
is once again our pleasure to 
assist those that have demon-
strated a need.”
 Toy and gift donations for 
this year’s drive were ac-
cepted through Wednesday, 
when the gift bags were put 
together by volunteers.  
 “We have a group of 
six to seven individuals 
that have helped with the 
process for many years,” 
Libal said. “Putting the bas-
kets together is quite a task, 
so we appreciate their help 
a great deal.  We feel really 
good about the amount of 

 WAHOO – Wahoo Pub-
lic Library Director Denise 
Lawver believes everyone 
deserves the right to access 
information.
 That’s why Lawver, in 
partnership with Saunders 
County Corrections, admin-
isters a library at the jail at 
Saunders County Law En-
forcement and Judicial Cen-
ter in Wahoo.  
 “Maybe one of  (the in-
mates) will be inspired by 
something in one of  the 
books,” Lawver said. “Li-
braries change lives.” 
 According to Saunders 
County Director of  Correc-
tions Brian Styskal, a large 
population of  the inmates 
visit the library several 
times per week. 
 “Having this library in 
place is of  great benefit to 
both staff  and inmates,” 
Styskal said. “The more an 
inmate can occupy them-
selves in a productive man-
ner the faster their time is 
going to pass. If  an inmate is 
occupied in a productive way, 

then they are less likely to be 
causing disruptions, which 
makes for a better work envi-
ronment for the staff.” 
 The library, which Lawver 
said minimally began prior 
to the new jail’s completion 

in 2009, has taken new shape 
and grown at the Saunders 
County Law Enforcement 
and Judicial Center. 
 Book shelves stocked with 
entirely paperback novels 
line the walls in a small 

square room in the jail. 
 Inmates have the oppor-
tunity to browse the shelves 
daily during select hours to 
self-select their next read, 

•฀Emin฀Eliason฀Jr.,฀90, Wahoo

•฀David฀Salter,฀69, Waterloo
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 WAHOO – Saunders Medi-
cal Center will lose two doc-
tors at year’s end.
 Chief Executive Officer 
Tyler Toline reported last 
week that Dr. Jared Pehrson 
and Dr. Robin Bernard will 
be leaving SMC at the end of 
the year.  
 Toline said he was un-
aware of the destination of 
either doctor. Pehrson and 
Bernard were not available 
for comment prior to press 
time this week.  
 The doctors’ patients will 
be notified by SMC via letter, 
Toline said. 
 “We’ll inform them the 
best we can,” he said. 
 He added that the next few 
months will by trying for 
staff, as replacements are 
sought.
 SMC will be looking to 
replace the doctors through 
a recruiting agreement 
with Bryan Health in Lin-
coln.  However, the tim-
ing right now for eligible 

2 docs
leaving 
medical
center

From Staff Reports

Christmas฀is฀Saved
 Thanks to the efforts of Buddy the Elf and his new family and friends, the Christmas spirit is renewed and Santa will fly once again. The story of the elf who came from the North 
Pole to find a life in New York City was told on stage this past weekend by the Wahoo Community Theatre, as presented by Winifred Productions. For more photos, turn to Page 
8B. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek) 

Alumni helping out in Mead ag classrooms

SPAGHETTI฀FOR฀ALL: Mead FFA Instructor Cole Blomendahl (left) asks 
for a helping of spaghetti from Mead FFA Alumni Angie Johnson and 
Karla Holloway at last Friday’s fundraiser at Mead High School. (Staff 
Photo by Sam Farmer)

By Sam Farmer
sam.farmer@wahoonewspaper.com

NEW฀BOOKS: Wahoo Public Library Director Denise Lawver straightens up and stacks new book selections 
at the jail library at the Saunders County Law Enforcement and Judicial Center in Wahoo. Lawver cites 
Hispanic and Urban titles as lacking from the shelves.  (Staff Photo by Alyssa Sobotka) 

Library remains popular room in county jail
By Alyssa Sobotka

alyssa.sobotka@wahoonewspaper.com

Naughty฀or฀Nice?
 Sage Ruzicka, 8, of Seward tells Santa his Christmas wish list dur-
ing Santa’s Dec. 11 visit to Saunders Medical Center in Wahoo. Crafts, 
treats, refreshments and other goodies were also at SMC from 2 p.m. 
until 4 p.m. Sunday afternoon. (Staff Photo by Alyssa Sobotka) 

54th annual drive
ready for deliveries

- See Jail Page 5A

- See Drive Page 5A

- See Mead Page 5A

- See Doctors Page 5A
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