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Executive Summary

The key analytic judgments of this assessment are:

¢ Gangs continue to represent a signifiqaublic safety threat to Texas due to their propensity for
violence andheightened level afriminal activity. Of the incarcerated gang membwighin
Texas Department of Criminal Justiggsons over 60 percent are serving a sentence for violent
crimes, including robbery (24 percertpmicide (16 percent), and assault/terroristic threat (15
percent) We assess there are likely more than 100,000 gang members in Texas.

e The Tier 1 gangs in Texas for 2015 are TangotBlad Tango cliques (estimated 15,000
members), Texas Syndicastimated3,400members), Texas Mexican Mafia (estimaded00
members)Mara Salvatruch@S-13) (estimated00 members)and Latin Kingsdstimated
2,100 members). These groups pose the greatest gang threat to Texas due latithreshiies
with Mexican catels, high levels of transnational criminal activity, level of violence,artall
statewide presence.

e Gangs in Texas remain active in both latramuggling and human trafficking operations. Gang
members associated with human smuggling have diredbredbtps with alien smuggling
organizations (ASOs) and Mexican cartels. Seherganizations were involved in and profited
from the recent influx of illegal aliens craosg the border in the Rio Grande Valley2014.

Gang members involved in human traffiol, including commercial sex trafficking and
compelling prostitution of adulsnd minors, exploit their victimhrough force, fraud or

coercion, including recruiting and grooming them wWalsepromises of affection, employment,
or a better lifeGangsidentified as being involved in human trafficking in Texas in 2014 include
Tango Blast, Texas Syndicate, Bloods, Crips, Gangster DisciplddMS13.

e Mexican cartels regularly use Texas gangs for the purpddésit crossborder smuggling
Membersof Tier 1,Tier 2, and othegangs are sometimescruited and tasked by cartels to
carry out acts of violence in both Texas and MeXidw relationships between certain gangs
and cartels fluctuate based on cartel structures and cell alignments)igangent withspecific
cartels, threats or coercion, and familial ties.

o Traditional rivalries between gangs continue to dimiaisimembers take advantage of
opportunities to collaborate and achieve common criminal objectives, tygmalinancialgain.
Membersof gangs such as the Bloods, Texas Syndicate, and Texas Mexican Mafia are working
together to smuggle and sell drugs and weapons, among other ¢nimeégition, bw
enforcementontinuedo observegang members withyterid memberships, where ganggmters
claim multiple affiliationswhich presents challenges in identifying and investigating gang
activity.
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State Intelligence Estimates

In order toenhance the state’s ability to detect, assess, and prioritize thrdatstddty and security of
its citizens, the Texas Department of Public Safety implemented a Sadligénce Estimate process
after consultation with the National Intelligence @olly based in part on the model of the National
Intelligence Estimate.

State Intelligence Estimates are maljency assessments on issues relating to homeland security and
public safety in Texas. They serve as the most authoritative and comprehensisis ahdhese issues,

and they are designed to provide law enforcement and government offitiateevmost accurate
evaluation of current information on a given topic. State Intelligenttm&®s are intended to provide an
assessment on the curretattgs of an issue, but they may also include estimative conclusions that make
forecasts about future developments and identify the implicationef@sT

Unlike reports and assessments produced by an individual agency or cemgelnt8liigence Estintas
draw on the information and expertise of multiple law enforcement andlandchsecurity agencies
across Texas. Such an approach is essential to developing a comprehensive assessoesthat is
affect the state as a whole. By incorporating the getsges and information from multiple agencies, the
Texas Department of Public Safety is better able to produce assessments thatlseippeelopment of
proactive strategies and policiesededo address current and evolving threats to the state.
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Preface

This threat assessment is submitted to the Governor and Legislature ®iTeesponse to the
requirements of Texas Government Code 8421 1082dditionto meetingtheserequirementsthis threat
assessmemrovidesabroad overview of criminal gang activitigroughout the state dfexas.

Texas Penal Code 871.01 defines a criminal gang as three or more persons havingraidentifying
sign or symbol or an identifiable leadership who continuously or regulatgiase in the commission of
criminal activities.

This assessment was produced by the Téaid Crime Information Center in the form of a State
Intelligence Estimate. It includes the contributions of a wide range of lBcement and criminal
justice agencies in the state.

The statements, conclusions, and assessments included in this report werebasathed a review and
analysis of information from a variety of sources, including fedegtk sand local reports girying
degrees of sensitivity andliability, and opersource reporting.

11
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| ntroduction

This assessment updates the Texas Gang Threat Assessment released in April 26t saasl the
annual evaluation dhe gang threat in Texaé/hile many of the underlying trends and characteristics of
gang activity have not changed substantially since last year, this repades celevant updates and
detailed information on several key aspects of gang activity.

Quantitative information regarding gangs and gang activity is somewhat linaitedthe available data is
not necessarily comprehensivar example, the number of gang memierbexasis dynamic, with
gangs regularly seeking new recruits, and existing members traveling ogmdeine law enforcement
agencies may vary in their reportjrag well as in theiawareness of gangs and indicators of gang
activity. In addition, not all gang members are known to law enforcement, makingatitesober
information on dentified gangs and gang members representative of only a portion afiglagtivity.

Finally, some law enforcement and criminal justice agencies currentlyaimagiang intelligence
information in separate databases, several of which are not interoperabtang impediments to the
sharing of gangelated criminal intelligence informatioBased on the requirements of Chapter 61 of the
Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, the Texas Department of Public Safalirecisd to creatan

online catalodo encourage and expedite the exchange of gang intelligence information betingieal
justice agencied he Texas Ganlpvestigative Databaser TxGang, is an online intelligence database
available for all levels of law enforcement to track gang membesslocal, stateor federalaw
enforcement agency who engages in the administration of criminal jisstieenitted to use TxGarlg.
TheDepartment continues to work with its law enforcement partners teaserthe level of participation.

Despitethe above-mentiondimitations, the availablequantitativeinformation,combinedwith
intelligence information derived from investigations and multiple cgsjrprovides a reliable overview of
gang activity in Texas.

The purpose of this assessment is to identify and evaluate the threhbpasangs and garrglated
crime in Texas by examining several key aspects of gang aclitiyfirst section explains the criteria
and factors that the Joint Crime Information Center uses to asses&#igtsedyan individual gang.
The subsequent sections examine law enforcement strategies in targetinggagg@sstivity in various
regions of the state, gang organizational issues, gang relationshipg, amal\eis of gang involvement
in criminal activity.Finally, this assessmeptesers an outlook of gang activity in Texas.

13
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Prioritization and Criteria

TheTexasJoint Crime Information Center usethaeatassessment matrix to compare and evaluate the
threat posed by individual gangsa statewide levellhe matrix consist of 11factorsusedin

determiring each gang'’s threat potentidhe factors are rated using a weighted, pbaged system to
achieve a composite scofiéhis score provides a measurement of the overall threat level of each gang.
Gangs with the highest scer@re deemed the most significant and are classified as Tier 1, with other
significant gangs classified as Tier 2 and Tie€8nsideing that thousands of gangs have been identified
in Texas, this threat assessment matrix is an essential tool in grigritthich gangs pose the greatest
threat on a statewide scale.

The rankings ifFigure 1 show the threat posed by these gangs tattite as a whole. The gangs that
constitute the greatest threat at a statewide level do not necessarily posetéise threat in every
community.Similarly, the gangs that pose the greatest threat in one partoatenunity may be local
and donot repesent a threat elsewhe&ome of the gangs listed filgure 1 are composed of multiple
sets and cliques that adhere to a common culture and identity, though the ihdiidggdies may operate
autonomously. The threat posed by any particular gang is@jfteamic, and a threat assessment tool
such as this is designed to be fluid.

Figure 1: Joint Crime Information Center2015 Gang Rankings

2015 Texas Gang Rankings

Tier 1

Tier 2
|

30
v (eb & *includes all associated sets/cliques
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The factors included in the Joint Crime Information Center’s 2015 thgsassment matrix include:

o Relationship with Cartels: Examinesthe degree to which a gang is connected to Mexased
drug cartelsGangs are assessed as having no or limited relationships, relationships based on
third-party contacts, or as having direct contacts.

e Transnational Criminal Activity: Consideravhether a gang has transnational criminal
connections, as well as whether a gang’s criminal activity has spreachimgndtional territory.

o Leve of Criminal Activity: Ratesthe type and frequency of crimes perpetrated bygamg.
Crimes are rated on a scale covering a range of offenses, from misdemeanoosisolexagls of
felonies.

e Level of Violence: Assessethe overall level of violence perpetrated by the gang in its criminal
activity. It ranges from generally nanelent offenses, such as money laundering, to crimes
involving extreme violence, such as torture and murder.

e Prevalencethroughout Texas: Determineghe extent to which a gang is active throughout the
state.The geographic reach of some gangs is limited to specific cities or regionsasf While
others are widespread across the state.

e Relationship with Other Gangs: Examines the nature of a gang’s alliances and influence with
other gangsThis may involve limited and temporary contacts, formal alliance$ieoditect
oversight of some gangs by others.

e Total Strength: Assessethe known size of the gang, measured by the number of individuals
confirmed by law enforcement and criminal justice agendieis. number is usually an
underrepresentation of the true size of the gang since many members arenutakizow
enforcement.

o Statewide Organizational Effectiveness: Examineshe gang'effectiveness in organizing
members under its leadership across the state.

¢ Juvenile Membership: Considers the extent to which the gaeagruits juveniles and is active in
schools, as recruitment of minors is a unique threat.

e Threat to Law Enforcement: Considers the extent to which the gang represents a threat to law
enforcementSome gang members may only use violence to resist arrest or to flee from law
enforcement, while others may actively target officers.

e Involvement in Human Smuggling and Trafficking: Examines the gang’s involvement in
human smuggling and human trafficking activities, including the sex trafgaid juveniles.

In orderto provide the mosacairae assessnent of thethrea posed ly gangsin the state theJoint
Crime Information Cater monitors gangelatedinformation andupdates the nakingson at bastan
annual bais. The 2015 rankings iRigure 1 reflect changes frortine previousgang rankings,which are
shown inFigure 2.
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Figure 2: Joint Crime Information Center 204 Gang Rankings
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While some gangs received similar rankings over the past year, the evaluation oatyssis gngoing
and will evolve over time as law enforcement works to reduce their effectiv@imessost noteworthy
highlights regarding gang rankings from the past year include:

Tango Blast and Tango cliques, Texas Syndicate, and Texas Mexican Mafia remaigarigs 1
in Texas, with the addition of Latin Kings and Mara Salvatrucha-{8)SThese five gangs pose
the greatest gang threat to Texas due to their relationship with Mexitels cawnsistent
transnational criminal activity, statewigeesence, andtagh propensity for violence, among
other significant factors.

Tango Blast and Tango cliquesntinue to represettie greatest statewide gang threégte gang
continues to grow in membership both inside and outside the Texas prison, sysieheir
members engage in a variety of crimes across the ¥taen combined together, Tango Blast
and Tango cliques have the largest membership levels in Texas.

The threat from Mar&alvatruchdMS-13) has increased since last year, resultirige gang
now being ranked in the Tierchtegory MS-13 is a violent transnational gamfpose presence in
Texas is growing

The Latin Kingsalso advanced into Tier 1, as thewe a significant presence in many suburban
and rural areas of Texanabling them to engage in the illicit drug mar&ed other criminal
activity. Their connection with the Chicadmased Latin Kings provides them with advantages
afforded by a national organizatiam structure most other Texas gangs lack.
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This is the first yeathatBarrio Azteca has been rankedagBer 2 threat after previously being
ranked in Tier 1. Factors contributing to their downgrade include theeskegrclusive
relationship with the Juarez Cartel, and recent law enforcement invesigytitat severely
disrupted the gang.

The growth of identified Surefios members throughout the state has sighjifinareased the
gang’s ranking to the top of Tier 2. The Surefios’ ranking is expected to susthputantially
increase, as more membemntinte to migratanto Texas while continuing transnational criminal
activities.

Bloods, CripsBandidos Outlaw Motorcycle Gang (OMG), Aryan Brotherhood of Texas (ABT)
Partido Revolucionario Mexicano (PRM), and Texas Chicano Brotherho@irdiner 2 gangs
this year Although these gangs vary in size and structure, they are responsible for a
disproportionate amount of crime across urban, suburban, and rural areaaf Te
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Increasing Threat from MS13 in Texas

Mara SalvatruchgMS-13) has emerged as a top tier gang threat in Texas for 201mfltheof illegal
alien gang members crossing the border into Texas in 2014, along with regotieofely violent
murders committed by its members in the Houston area, positions the gang athenaast significant
gang threats in the state for this upcoming year.

Since 2011, the number of MIS members encountered by U.S. Border Patrol in the Rio Grande \alley
(RGV) sector has increased each year, accelerating in 2014 and coincidimgreidised illegal
migration from Centrahmerica during the same period.

Although a large number of MS-13 members have been captured along the badi&elit many more
have successfully crossed into Texas and remain hidden from law enforcemgnméalbers from
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador could be destined for locationsamwiéx large Central
American communities, imeding the Houston and Dallas areas. Law enforcement agencies in Houston
already report the highest number of identified-8members in the state.

Reports of increased ME gang activity have already surfaced in the Houston ared.3vifang
members e known for highly violent crimes, including brutal murders and dismemimsnteeveral
recent crimes in Texas illustrate the criminal threat associated with3VIS

¢ On September 15, 2014, the mutilated body of gelatold middle school student was
discoveredn the woods near Houstaifiter he was murdered with a macheheitial information
from the investigation indicates the victim was a U.S. citizen and afh3viBember who was
murdered after trying to leave the gang. In October 2014 y&drbld and three adult males
were arrested and charged with murder in this case. The adult males are fralra@biS and at
leasttwo aredocumented M&3 gang members.

e In mid-August 2014, a 29earold 18th Street gang member was stabbed to death in Houston by
a 16yearold El Salvadoran member of MS-1Jhe victim suffered multiple stab wounds
outside of a bar and was discovered a few days later in a Baymarding to investigators, the
juvenile suspect revealed he illegally crossed into theib March 2014.
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Barrio Azteca Statewide Threat Decreases

A significant change to this year’s gang threat rankings is the downgra@erf Bzteca to Tier 2, after
having been previously ranked in Tier 1 since 2010. Contributing factors taémgigrade include the
broken exclusive relationship with the Juarez Cartel along with rengrdriforcement investigations th
have severely disrupted the gang in and around the El Paso area.

In previous years, the relationship between Barrio Azteca and the Juarez Cartel had plaj@dae in
its ranking in Tier 1This evaluation has changed with the occupation of the Sinaloa CarteldadCi
Juarez, and the arrest of the Juarez Cartel’s ledibente Carrillo Fuentes, in October 2014t present,
Barrio Azteca must share trafficking areas with the Sinaloa Cartel and J@attelz esulting in a
reduction of the gang'’s influence in both Ciudad Juarez and El Paso. Whidedkisot necessayil
reduce their capacity to commit transnational crimes, their efégwss in controlling both sides of the
border is diminished, and it places the gang on a more even playing field witff exasbased gangs.

2014also markedhe end of a thregearinvestigation targeting Barrio Azteca, resulting in the indictm
of 55 members and associaf&@he investigation and indictments represent a major setback to the g
operational effectiveness, which further contributed to its downgrade iartkimgs. However, Barrio
Azteca remains a significant Tier 2 threat to the state and, in partkcul&est Texas, due to their size
and organizational style, propensity for violence, high level of cahaativity, and their continued

ent
ang’s

relationships with the Mexican cartels.
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L aw Enforcement Strategies

The multi-jurisdictional and evolving threat posed by transnational omgcizme requires a fully
integrated approach affectthemost problematic gangs in Texas. It is essential to recognize that many
of the consequences of an unsecure border do not affect only the border repmvelaisubstantial
impact on communities throughout Texas.

Such organized crime throughout the state can be reduced using proveresttaggglismantle the
command and control networks of those criminal organizations that mosethpedtlic safety in Texas.
Effectively reducing this threat requires the empient of a variety of initiatives that harness the various
capabilities of local, state, and federal law enforcement, as well as lHethratladfederal prosecutors.
Combining intelligence, patrol, investigative, and prosecutoemdurces is essential fany strategy to

be effective. Working together from the onset of these investigatiomstigators and prosecutors must
continue to successfullytilize all available state and federal statutes that can aid in the successful
prosecution of senior and mievel leadership.

This approach is recommended, and it is most effective when agencies acrossiunssicitegrate their
efforts as has been done successfully in Houston to target gangs at the Texzangr@ienter (TAG),
where area gang enforcement resources alecabed to facilitate collaborative investigatiolhulti-
agency partnerships among law enforcement and prosecutors at the leganstdederal level are
essential to fully disrupt and render ineffective the gangs that edadtiegreatest threat to Texddsing
this approach, law enforcement agencies in Texas have successfully collaboratgdhe past year in
multiple investigations designed to disrupt and deter galaged criminal activity.

Below are several examples of sassfulantigang operations and investigations that involved the Texas
Department of Public Safety and other agencies.

¢ Inearly 2014DPSin Garland, along with local and federal law enforcement agencieatdaditl
joint investigation into the orgared criminal activities of the Aryan Brotherhood of Texas,
Aryan Circle, Peckerwoods, Featherwoods, Dirty White Boys and Irish N&tbNtob Gangstas.
Thirty-sevendefendants related to the investigation were indicted on federal cloérges
conspiracy to manufacture/deliver a controlled substand@ctober 7, 20140f the 24 arrested,
13were already in custodtwo fugitivesabscondedndtwo search warrants were execyted
resultingin the seizure of additional methamphetamine, marijuana, unidentifiedapitls
firearms.

e In February 2014, pursuant to an ongoing criminal investigation into the Tangdv/Bias
Criminal Enterprise organization, DRSpecial Ayents in Garlandalong with theJ.S. Marshals
Servicearrested a Puro Tango Blast gang membea feederal Probation Violation Warrant
(absconder) at a residence in McKinnegxds As a result of the arredbPSSpecial Ayents
developed probable cause and obtained a state search warrant for the miaaf thegretail theft
caseThe search of theesidence resulted in the recovery of appnately twopounds ohigh-
grademarijuana, which the defendants attempted to flaskdlitionally, several stolen clothing
items and clothing accessories were recovered, which were reported stolen &oahraei
stores in the Dallas Metroplex ar&PSSpecial Agents also arrested two Tango Blast associates
who were at the residenadks of June 2, 2014, the Mac Town Tango Blast case was presented t
the Collin County Grand Jury resulting in the indictmentof suspectsThe approximate
value of the ®wlen items recovered w&4.8,500.
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From 2011 to 2014)PSSpecial Agentén Eagle Pass, along withe Federal Bureau of
Investigation Drug Enforcement Aministration Eagle Pass Police Department, TeXagway
Patrol (THP) U.S.District CourtWestern District of Texas Del Rio Division and other local
agencies initiated a joint investigation into the organized criminal ae§\wf the Texas Mexican
Mafia (TMM). On May 21, 201417 TMM members were incted onfive separatéederal
charges including, but not limited to, conspiracyaoduct thesffairs of anenterprise through
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO) and Violent £€nm#Ed of
Racketeerin@VICAR)— (Murder & Assault) Five search warrants were executethjch resulted
in the seizure of cocaine, marijuana, heroin, three weapons, and $1E&lEnfugitives wee
apprehended.

In mid-2014,DPSSpecial Ajents, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement - Homeland
Security Investigation@ndBureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives conducted a
buy-bust operation iil€orpus Christi targeting local methamphetamine distribuldrs.targeted
distributors were confirmed members and associates of the Texas Syrihzatélnida and
Tango Blast/Corpitos prison/street gangs.a result of the bubust operationDPSSpecial
Agents were able to successfully seidgalf poundof methamphetaminggsultingin three
arrests and the seizure of one prohibited weapon {shortled shotgunpPSSpecial Agents
continued to develomformation, which led téhe seizure oéan additional 1.84 poundsd
methamphetamine, miscellaneous pills (controlled substatejams of gilocybin
mushrooms, and a small amount of hydropomécijuandocated in a storage unill four
defendants were charged wjihssession of eontrolled sibstance, with additional charges
pending.

In May 2014 DPSSpecial Ayents concluded a muklligency arrest operation of the Texas
Mexican Mafia (TMM) @ang members and associates in the Rio Gr¥fatley aea.Other
agencies included U.S. Customs and Border Protection, aneédeeafBureau oflnvestigation

in Kentucky and McAllenDPSSpecial Agents successfully conducted a buy of 1.75 pounds of
black tar heroin from TMM members in McAlleresulting in the arresif a TMM Rio Grande
Valley captain andwo other TMM associates foefleralconspiracy tpossess andstribute
heroin ThreeTMM members incarcerated within tRederal Bureau ofrlBons were also
chargedU.S. Customs arrested the heroin supplier, who is a Gulf Cartel member and TMM
Associate.

In September 2014, longterm joint investigatiomitiated in 2012 between the Department of
Homeland Seurity Investigations (El Pasdjgederal Bureau of Investigation (El BaDrug
Enforcement Administration (El Pasd)nited Sates Marshals Service (El Paso), El Paso Police
Department, El Paso SherifiGffice, Socorro Police Department, El Paso County Constables,
and the Horizon Police Department was conclud@ée. investigation into the organized criminal
activities of the Barrio Azteca (BA) criminal enterprise organizatisulted in the arrest b
Barrio Azteca gang members ab@lBarrio Azteca gang assoaat without incident, on

violations of drug distribution conspiracy and Racketeer Influence and Corrggmi@ation
(RICO). In addition, four consensual searches and one search warrant were epasuutiagjin

the seizure of controlled substances atat@ge sum ofJ.S. currency.

In October 2014DPSSpecial Agentén San Angelo, along with the San Angelo Police
Department, executed a state drug search warrant at a private residence occupsaby a g
member and associate of the Nazi Lowriders gangfoQtlifornia.The search resulted in the
seizure of over 98 grams of heroin, heroin syringes, over 11 grams of methanpéetiaog
packaging materials, digital scales and cutting agé&mts.suspects were asted and charged
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with Manufacture/Deliverpf a Controlled 8bstanceFollow-up investigation by thBPS

Special Agents identifietivo residences in San Angelo used to distribute heroin and
methamphetamin&.wo search warrants were obtained aseéarch of the residences resulted in
the seizure of over 8 grams of heroin, over 11 grams of methamphetamine, over $1,900 in cas
two handgunsdnestolen), several hydrocodone tablgackaging materialgligital scales

cutting agents, and a glass smoking pipe. Moredwer suspects identified at the residences
were arrestednd charged with Unlawful Possession of a Firearm by Felon and
ManufacturdDelivery of Contolled Substances.

In June 2012DPSSpecial Ayentsin Lubbock developed leads and actionable intelligence
regarding the Texas Syndicate (TS) criminal enterprise orgamzasgherating in and around the
Lubbock areaAs a result, a joint investigation between DR8rihal InvestigativeDivision,
Lubbock Couny Sheriff's Office, Lubbock Police Departmeand the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives was initiakegllingto the identification of members and
associates of the T#icluding rankingnembersyho wereresponsible for large amountt o
drugs, weapons, and currency trafficking in and around the Lubbockapeathe inception of
the ongoing joint investigation to July 2014, law enforcement initiativesepr successful as
numerous key T8®rganizational members, to include hierarchy members and associates, were
arrested for trafficking methamphetamine (in excess of 11 pounds), heroimamayiand
multiple weapons, to include stolen weapons, in and around the Lubbock area.

In July 2014 DPS initiatedan investigation of members of Texas Syndicate (M&st Texas
Tangos (WTT), and Crips members in the Amarillo area for conspiracgttddie controlled
substances and numerous other federal criAga. result of the investigatioaneTS member,

two WTT members, andneCrips member were indicted on federal drug violations, for a total of
26 members being arrested during roundup operafiPSSpecial Agents also executed

multiple search warrants, resulting in the seizure of cocaine, methampheimarijuana,

firearms, and U.S.wrency.Also participating in the investigation weltee Drug Enforcement
Administration Federal Bureau of Investigatiod,S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement -
Homeland Security Investigations, Randadiunty Sheriff's Office, Potter County Sheriff's

Office, and the Amarillo Police Department.

In November 2014, FederBlreau of Investigatio®pecial Agents arrested a former ranking
member of th& exas Mexican Mafia (TMM)n connection with the allegadurders of three
high-rankingTMM membersThe TMM member was charged in a federal criminal complaint
with one count of using or discharging a firearm during a crime of violenasfisplty, Violent
Crimes in Ad of Racketeering (VICAR)According to tle complaint, on January 13, 2014, the
TMM member shot and killed three TMM ranking members for their alleged nubhgrof
approximately $60,000 and making poor decisions in regafdiM daily operationsThe
complaint further alleges that the TMM former ranking member transpanigthuried théhree
bodies in Pearsall,ékas The complaint resulted from an investigation conducted by the FBI, in
conjunction with the San Antonio Police Departm&RS Bexa County Sheriff'sOffice and

the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

In June 2013DPSSpecial Ayents in the Austin area, along with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation Safe Street Task Force, Austin Police Department and RockdPolice
Departmentinitiated a joint investigation targeting the criminal activities of the Aryanl€ir
(AC) prison/street gang operating in the TraaumslWilliamson County areafPSSpecial
Agents developed and pursued investigative leads, and applied vaviesisgative techniques
during the course of the investigatiomhe investigatiohed to the identification of the @
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organization members and associates, to indlaking membersand the criminal activities
committed, such as drug and weapons trafficking and property theft. In Auguss2eadAC
membersincluding ranking rembers, and 16 A@ssociates were arrested and charged with
various violations, to includeeapons, drugs, property theft, and fugitives from justibelong-
termjoint investation also resulted in the seizure of over 1.17 pounds of methamphetamine with
an estimated value of $46,374, mmgram amounts of marijuana, heroin and LSD, Vicodin pills,
five stolen vehicles, aniur firearms.The arrest of the & captain, along witbther AC

members and associates, as well as seizures of evidence, led to the disfup8#oAC gang’s

criminal activities in and around the Travis and Williamson County areas.
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Texas AntiGang (TAG) Centers

An essential tool in disrupting gang activityTexas is the creation of Texas A@ang (TAG) Centers in
key areas throughout the state. These centers provide an opportunity fezsagealt levels to pursue
collaborative investigations against thest significant gangs throughout Texas.

The first TAG was established in Houston in 2012, and in February 2015 thea&lrostice Division of
the Office of the Governor awarded a grant to the City of North RidHtlls to establish, furnish and
equp the North Texas Artiang Center, which will be tasked with combatting organized gangtgctivi
within an elevercounty region in the DallaSort Worth area.

The establishment of the Houston TAG has achieved positive resulisliiichultiple joint ivestigations
and arrests. It comprises various law enforcement agencies, ngcthdi Texas Department of Public
Safety, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, FBI, DEA, ATiiskbn Police Department, Harris
County Sheriff's Office, other county shiésiand constable offices throughout the region, and the Hat
County District Attorney’s Office, among others. The center servidgamified headquarters for the
region’s most knowledgeable and experienced federal, state, and lgahgestigatorsanalysts, and
prosecutors, with several noteworthy cases in 2014.

In April 2014, DPS Criminal Investigations Division (CIBpecial Ajents in Houston, along with Feder
Bureau of Investigation Special Agents, Harris County Sheriff <®ffand Texas [partment of Crimina
Justice- Office of Inspector General, assigned to the MAiliency Gang Task Force (MAGTF) at the
Texas AntiGang (TAG) Center conducted a gang operation in the Houston, Harris/@oest targeting
confirmed member of the Aryan &herhood of Texas (ABT) prison/criminal gang. As a result of the
execution of a search warrant in Northeast Houdtdmandguns, 2 long rifles, 2 shotguns,
andapproximately 13.5 grams of methamphetamine were seized. Out of thafgénseeized, 10 were
confirmed to be stolemlong with the recovery dfvo stolen vehicles. A confirmed ABT member and &
confirmed Gangster Disciple member were arrested at the residencessgias of stolen property, an
federal drug conspiracy charges have been filed.

In September 2014, DPS Criminal Investigations Division (@pgcial Ayents assigned to the Texas
Anti-Gang Center in Houston, along with other law enforcement personnefFé&denal Bureau of
Investigation, Alcohol Tobacco Firearms and Explosives, Houston Fadipartment, and Harris County
Sheriff’s Office, initiated an investigation targeting memberhef59 Bounty Hunter Bloods, Skyline P
Bloods, 52 Hoover Crips, and Young Mob Gorill&pecialAgents and officers conducted several loca
operatons targeting these gang members and associates involved in pawn sktpkgbarglaries and
weapons distribution. As a result of these operations, 52 firearmsegerered of which 45 were

confirmed stolen. Additionally, 16 defendants have beentadesmdSpecial Aents have seized cocaine

methamphetamine, and marijuana. Numerous gang members welfeedamniil are a part of the burglar,

rns

D

es

of multiple FFL (Federal Firearm License) dealerships in the greaterdtoarsga.
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Regional Assessments

Although there arehallenges associated with quantitatively measuring gang membanshiztivityfor

the entire state of Texase continue t@ssesshatthe total number of gang members in Texas most likely
exceeds 100,00This estimates consistent with available information on gang membership both
nationally and within Texa$.

Figure 3: Concentation of Suspectedsang Activity in Texas
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Law enforcement agencies in Texas have identified thare5,600 gangs statewide, an increasevef

21 percenfrom last year, thougi is unknown how many of these arerrently activeSuch gangs range
from small groups composed @few members with limited geographic reach, to large organizatiohs wit
thousands of members active throughout TekesUnited Stateand Mexico Approximatelyl5 percent

of the 5,600 gangs identified have a memberghipl of at leastl1 personsThe increase in identified
gangs colt(J)Idbe attributedo a greater law enforcement focus on gang activissiltingin increased
reporting

Gang activity remains widespread throughout all areas of Ték@k the greatest concentrations of gang
activity tend to be in the larger metropolitan areas, gaggbers are also present in the surrounding
suburban and rural are@angactivity is especially prevalent in the counties adjacent to Mexico and
along key smuggling corridors since many Telsased gangs aievolved in crosorder smuggling and
trafficking. Many transnational gangs operating in Texas, suéfaa#® Azteca and M83,engage in
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criminal activity in Mexico and elsewene Figure 3 provides an overview of wheseispectegang
activity is concetrated™

Individual gang activity varies among DiE&fined regions, as shownhigure 4. Many gangonly
operate in limited areas of the staenverselyseveral of the largest and most significant gangs are
present across multiple DPS regions.

Not all significant gangs at the regional level Figure 4: DPS Regional Boundaries
are the most significant at the statewide level.
For this reasorg gang’s prevalence
throughout Texas is only one of the factors
used to assess its overall threéatditionally,

law enforcemenagenciesontinue to
investigate significant gangs, completing
successfubperationghat resulin the arrest
and prosecution of higkevel gang leaders and
membersThese efforts may result in changes
to the most significargangs by region during
the next assessment period.

It is importantto note that some gang members
may enterthe prison system andgt
themselves witlbthergangs such aghe

Tangos, if there are few or meembers from
their own gangThis duetmembershigan

result in what law enforcement identifies as
hybrid gang membership.

The followingregionalsummaries provide an assessment of the most significant gangs gpieratich of
the six DPS regions of Texas. Available gang data fitee25 metropolitarstatistical areas (MSAS) of
Texas was analyzed in order to evaluate gang presence and activity in @achDagg sources include
local and federal law enforcement agenclexas Department of Criminal Justi@RS Criminal
Investgatiors Division, and the Federal Bureau of PrisoAdetailed list of the agencies can be found in
Appendix 2 at the end of this report.

Region 1

Region 1s mostsignificantgangsfor 2015 are identified akangoBlastof DallasandFort Worth, Crips
(all sets), Surefios (all sets), Bloods (all sets), Aryan BrotherHobekas, Latin Kings, anthe Aryan
Circle.

Located in the northeast portion of Texas, Region 1 contains five MSAg]img DallasFort Worth
Arlington, Tyler, Longview, Texarkana, and Sheraiaenison. Their combined population is
approximately 7.15 million, anfdrms thelargest combined MSA pofation region in the state.

The largest and most active street gangs in Region 1 include CripsqglSseenos (all sets), Bloods (all
sets), and Latin Kingg.he largest and most active prison gangs are the Dallas and Fort Wardls dfg
Tango Blat, Aryan Brotherhood of Texas, and Aryan Cirdlee Aryan Brotherhood of Texas and Aryan
Circle maintain a strong presence east of Dallas in the Garland and tdesgas, while the Latin Kings
have been increasingly active in northern Fort Worth amdddel_aw enforcement agencies around the
region also report a significant presenc&ahngster Disciples, Nortefios, 1&8treet, Mare5alvatrucha
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(MS-13), and Texas Syndicatfficials in the Dallad-ort Worth area note the presence of local gangs like
the Eastside Homeboys and Varrio Northside.

Amongall gang members entering into TDCJ during FY2014, approxim25ghgrcent came from
counties loated in Region INinety percenbf those gang members originated from the DdHag
Worth-Arlington MSA.

Region 2

Region 2’s most significant gangs for 2015 are identifieteagjoBlastof Houston, Crips (all sets),
Bloods (all sets), Aryan Brotherhood of Texas, Surefos (all sets),Hiags,andthe Texas Syndicate

Region 2 is comprised of countiesthe eastern and southeastern postairthe statelt contains the
MSAs of HoustorSugarlaneBaytown, BeaumorPort Arthur, and College Statiddryan.The combined
population of these three MSAs totals 6.7 million, and is the secayestarombined I8A population
region in TexasAlthough it is not the most populous region, more gang members from Regien
incarcerated in TDCJ than in any other region.

The largest and most active street gangs in Region 2 are Crips (all keid} @l sets), Liin Kings, and
Surefos (all setsT.he largest and most active prison gangs are Tango Blast (Houstyem), Biotherhood
of Texas, Texas Syndicate, and Aryan Cir¢lee Latin Kings are especially active in the College Station
Bryan areaThe Aryan Brotherhood of Texas maintains an active presence in the soctigdists of
Jefferson, Orange, and Hardin. Other gangs in the region include Ba@ditlng Motorcycle Gang
Gangster Disciples, and Mag&alvatrucha (MS.3). Houstonarea officials identify seval local gangs,
such as Southwest Cholos and La Primera, as having a significant presence.

Amongall gang members entering into TDCJ during FY2014, approximaBghgrcent came from
counties located in Region Rinety percent of those gang members originated from the Houston
SugarlaneBaytownMSA.

Region 3

Region 3's most significant gangs for 2015 are identified a$dhgo diquesof the Rio Grande Valley
andCorpus Christi Texas Syndicate, arlde Texas Mexican Mafia.

The southern counties of Texas make up Region 3, including the ared3dt&tio to Brownsville along
the Mexico borderThe four MSAs located in Region 3 include McAHEdinburgMission, Corpus
Christi, BrownsvilleHarlingen, and Laredd-heir combined population is approximately 1.87 million.

The largest and most active street gangs in Region 3 are the Suréfis; Bombers, and Latin Kings.
The largest and most active prions gangs are the Tango cliques witRiio tBeande Valley (Vallcos)
and Corpus Christi (Corpitos), Texas Syndicate, Texas Mexican Mafia, andxdee ldcano
BrotherhoodOther gangs in this region with an active presence are the Partido &ewatio Mexicanos
(PRM), Raza Unida, Hermanos de Pistoleros Latinos (Hitig the Bandidos Outlaw Motorcycle Gang
The Texas Mexican Mafia has a strong presence in the D& d&jle Past)valdeareaand in Laredo, as
does HPLThe Bandidos and Aryan Brotherhood of Texas maintain a presence in thes Chiristi area.
Officials in Hidalgo County also identify the presence of several local gangs, suehRs Boys.

Amongall gang members entering into TDCJ during FY2014, approximalghgrcent caméom
counties located in Region Bhirty-nine percent of those gang members originated from the McAllen
EdinburgMissionMSA.
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Region 4

Region 4’s most significant gangs for 2015 are identifieBasio Azteca,Tango cliques oEl Pascand
West Texas, anthe Surefios.

Region 4 encompassesedt Texas and shares a significant portion of the U.S. border withdyiexiich
contains the MSAs of El Pag@s Cruces, Odessa, Midland, and San Angdieir combined population
is around 1.4 million.

The largest and most active street gangs in Regame Surefios (all sets), Crips (all sets), and Latin Kings.
The largest and most active prisgemgs are the Tango cliques oé8YTexas (West Texas) and El Paso
(Chuco), Barrio Azteca, Aryan Brotherhood of Texas, and Aryan Ciitheer significant gangactive
throughout the region include Texas Mexican Mafia, Texas Syndicate aamiilBs Outlaw Motorcycle
Gang Gangster Disciples are reportedly active in El Paso.

Amongall gang members entering into TDCJ during FY2014, approximsitepercentcamefrom
counties located in Region Borty-two percentof those gang members originated fromEh@®aselLas
Cruces MSA.

Region 5

Region 5’s most significant gangs for 2015 are identifisthe Tamo cliqgueof West Texas Texas
Syndicate, anthe Aryan Brotherhood of Texas.

Region 5 includes the counties in the northwest and panhandle areas offieXdS$AS in this region are
Lubbock, Amarillo, Abilene, and Wichita Falls, and have a combined papulat around 851,000.
Region 5 has the smallest camdx MSA population in Texas.

The largest and most active street gangs in Region 5 are Crips (all keidy @ll sets), Surefios (all sets),
and Latin KingsThe largest and most active prison gangs are the West Texas Tangos (WTX), Texas
Syndicate, ath Aryan Brotherhood of Texa®ther gangs reported by law enforcement in Regiare5
Texas Mexican Mafia, Aryan Circle, and tBendidos Outlaw Motorcycle Gang

Amongall gang members entering into TDCJ during FY2014, approximsesismpercent came from
counties located in Region Bhirty-ninepercent of those gang members originated froni.thdsock
MSA.

Region 6

Region 6’s most significant gangs for 2015 arenidied asthe Texas Mextan Mafia, TangoBlast and
cligues ofSanAntonio andAustin, andBloods (all sets)

Region 6 encompassé8 Central Texas counties and expands toGh# Coast.The MSAs located in this
region are San Antonidew Braunfels, AustifRound RockSan Marcos, KilleefTempleFort Hood,
Waco, andVictoria. Their combined population is approximately 4.6 millp@ople

The largest and most active street gangs in Region 6 are the Bloods)alLsps (all sets), Suiies (all

sets), and Latin King3.he largest and most active prison gangs are Texas Mexican Mafia, Tango cliques
in San Antonio (Orejones) and Austin (La Capirucha), and Aryan Bratbérbif TexasOther significant
gangs found in this region include Texas Syndicate, Bandidos Outlaw Md¢o@&yag, and Aryan Circle.
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Officials reporthigh activityby Gangster Disciples in the KilleefrempleFort Hood areaAryan
Brotherhood and Aryan Circle are active from northern Travis County Belt@ounty.Bandidos
maintain a significant presence in Bexar and Comal counties.

Amongall gang merhers entering to TDCJ during FY2014, approximatel percent came from
counties located in Region EBifty-five percentof those gang members originated from the San Antonio
New Braunfels MSAand mostly from Bexar Count®0 percen}.

Transnational Gang Members Among Bordénflux

In 2014, Texas experienced a dramatic spike in illegal aliens crossing intaited Btates from Mexico
and Central Americédmong those who illegally cross the Tex@dsxico border are gang members and
associates, including those associated with large transnational gangs such Salivé&rucha (M33).
border smuggling and violent crimes, and thegegpsignificant threats to public safety and law
enforcement in Texas.

Available information indicates that transnational gang encouintéhe Rio Grande Valley have
increased significantly in 2014, which coincides with the increas&gallaliens coing from countries
other than Mexico.

A major consequence of an increase in transnational gang members crossirexa# is the projected
corresponding increase in transnational criminal activity. Trans@iiamgs frequently work in
collaboration with Mexican cartels to help facilitate the traffigkof drugs, money, and people.
Contracted home invasions and murders also occur. Several gangs in Texas,Baiclo Azteca and
MS-13, operate on both sides of the border, and often cross the blegkiyil
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Gang Organization

Gangs in Texas are comprised of a variety of organizational and lepdeciels. Thesmodelsvaryin
theextentto which the organizationis centrallyor hierarchically organizebseveral of the Tier 1 gangs, for
example, use different organizational mogdslgeh as

e Paramilitary models include a hierarchical structure with clear distinction betwe&s, ramd
often include military tittesuch as general, captain, lieutenant, sergeant and sSlelreor leaders
are able to issue orders to subordinatdschare carried out as instructgdangs using this model
include Texas Mexican Mafia.

o Regional Cell models are composed of several#ilat are part of the same organization, but
generally acindependerty of one another at an operational level. Each cell may have a strict
internal hierarchy similar to a paramilitary model, even thougle isdittle coordinated command
and control beveen cellsTexas Syndicate is an example of a gang with a regional cell model.

¢ Cliquesof gangs tend to adopt a common culture and identity, but have few tamayibkctons
to each otherEach cligue may have a senior member that acts as a leadrgendliques may
have a more structured hierarchysome cases, cliques of the same gang may work in opposition
to each othefExamples of cliqudased gangs are Bloods, Crips, and Mara Salvatrucha 8)1S

e L ooseAffiliation gangs have relaxed membleip requirements and little to no detectable
leadership hierarchyhis model tends to be the most dynamic, allowing for rapid growth while
simultaneoudl limiting the extent to which membetan be effectively managetiango Blast is
an example of a gangith a loose affiliation model.

Race amnl Gangs

Most large gangs have membership based along racial or ethnid hineaspect of gang organization is
often describeds a product of prison, where inmates may feel comfortable witrsath#reir own race, or
band together for protection when ethnically outhumbeévieahy of these gangs cite race as their reason for
having organized, and some go further by professiciglrsuperiority over other&ome examples of
predominantly white gangs include the Aryan BrotherhafoBexas and the Aryan CirclBredominantly
Hispanic gangs include the Texas Mexican Mafia and the Texas Syndiwfgredominantly black gangs
include the Gangster Disciples, the Bloods, and the Crips.

While individual members of these gangs may hold racial bias or prejtldé&gangs themselves will often
engage in business arrangements with gangs of another race ishantitally convenient artofitable.
Recent trends indicate that gang members will work megirlyany group in order to further their criminal
objectives.

Females and Gangs

Thevastmajority of gang members identified in Texas are mdles.National Gang Intelligence Center
reports that females could represent upGperceniof the gang population in some parts of the nalfdm.
Texas, that number is believed to be lower. Most females with gangtaffdiserve in support roles,

acting as drug, money, and communication coordinators for the ldangver, there are a few street gangs
allowing females to serve as associates or memnmbeesmost notable gang with female memberghtpe
Latin Kings, where females are known as Latin Qudensal agencies in Texas have identified active

33



female membership in neighborhood Blood and Crip street gangs, som@tting violent crimes along
with their male counterpartdryan gangs also have designated female memberships, known as
Featherwoods, and are expected to adhere and carryout tasks orderechigymanikibersAlthough
females are generally not considered part of most gangs in Texass smreevidence that they are
movingfrom supportrolesto moreactiverolesin the gangstriminal activities.

Gang Recuitment and Identification

Gang recruitment occurs within prisons, schools, online, and from wathiitiés. The prison system and
county jails offer opportunities for recruiting new members, who mayfgoiprotection during
incarcerationSome gangs recruit in order to have a majority of the population femtbldbemselves from
other gangsSome gangs require new members to serve the gang for life, whils alliogr members to
leave after they aneleased from prison.

Large gangs in Texas oftéirect young members of the smaller street gangs to commit crinteeion
behalf.After completing these tasks, some \ailivanceup and join the larger gangtreet gangs tend to
recruit juveniles withirtheir neighborhoods and schools, citing promises of money, popularity, and
brotherhood.

A recent trend, known as hybrid membership, allows gang membaeromultiple affiliations with
various gangsAs a result, smaller gangs benefit from protectioring incarceration, and the larger gangs
expand their criminal influence.

Gang members use unique identifiers to claim their affiliations,dimdubut not limited totattoos, hand
signals, colors, and graffifidost gangs tend to use one or sevdigtinctive symbols incorporated into
tattoos, patches, or graffiti to identify members and Turése symbols are often associated with each
gang’s heritage or hometown, and may include an image or a combinatiombérs and letterBor
example, the Aryan Brotherhood of Texas uses the numbers “12” toaefpites first and second letter of
the alphabet, “AB.'Other gangs use the telephone area code of their homettihmugh gangs continue

to display tattoos and insignia that clearly show theiliaftin, some members conceal the symbols within
other tattoos to avoid detection from law enforcemidand signals and the wearing of similar colors
serves as other ways for gang members to identify each $tmae gangs share signals and colors, while
others are uniqué&treet gangsommorty use graffitito identify themselves and the territory they claim.
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The Evolving Tango Culture

Tango Blast and their associated cliques represent the top gangdhiresas. The growth of the Tangg
can be attributed to numerous factors, such as lack of delineated hieracklof, ¢onstitution/byaws,
no “blood-in, blood-out” mandate, and others. As a result of high membership numbers, Taegos h
evolved from a protection group in prison against traditional Security ffGreaps (STGSjto a

predatory group who now outnumber some established STGs. In some cases, metotedssimbigger
cligues alone, like Houstones, outhumber other-hagiking Tier gangs such as Barrio Azteca and Lati
Kings. Alternately, because the Texas Department of Crirdirstice doenot classify Tangos as a
typical STG, members are housed in general populatibesin®f administrative segregation, possibly
contributing to the appeal of Tangos to moambers. Moreover, some transnational gangs, such as
13 and Surefiospayjoin Tango cliquesn prison if fellow members are not present, thereby potentially
expanding Tango criminal enterprises across international boundaries.

Historically, Tango membership numbers have been highest in cliquesilot#tecitiescollectively
known by Tangos as the “Four Horsemen:” Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth, and Austinvétpinereases
within other cligues, such as Vallucos (Rio Grande Valley) and West Texaspnpetes with numbers
once found only in the original four Tam@last cliques. Furthermore, as a result of increasing

memberkip, some of the newer Tango cliques are starting to disassociate with theBlasigorand.
This perpetuates the idea that individual cliques aresseling and independent franchises dities.

Due to its liberal guidelines and loosely organized structure, the membér3laipgms will continue to
surpass those of rival gangs. The revolving door of Tangos being incalcamndtecleased poses
challenges for law enforcement to monitodatisrupt their criminal activities.
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Gang Relationships

Relationships between gangs are nearly unavoidable since large numbers of maegsnoéten live and
operate in theame communitieS.heir relationship levels range from mutual protection and profit, to
bitter rivalries resulting in integang violence. Gang relationships remain dynamic and largely depend on
specific areas of the state.

When comparing ganglationships in years pagiangs are lmmng increasingly opportunistic and
willing to have working relationships with other gangs, even those who #oedally considered rivals
or enemiesT he focus has shifted more towarditually beneficial, praf-motivated associations. Greater
weight is placed on how criminal ventures can be expanded and less on who is asglsingxpansion.
This variable relationship is also common among Texas gangs who have a réfatioashassociation
with a Mexican cartel, or in some cases multiple drug trafficking organizations (DTOSs).

One of the most serious issues facing public sédehe relationships developed between gangs and the
Mexican cartelsThese relationships enhance and widen a gang’s scopenofairactivity. Home
invasions, assassinations, and kidnapping are a few examples of the crimegaminngang members
on behalfof cartels. Cartel relationships increase resources and profitabilitg aith violence, for all
criminal parties involed. As these relationships strengthen, so does the threat to public safety.

Hybrid gang membership is a trend documented by local law enforcemerdlsffidybrid membership is
characterized as an individual having multiple affiliations with varigargs, which weasses$o be
occurring more frequently as gang members continue to expand their crigtinatkof contacts. Tango
Blast and Tango cliques have the greatest number of hybrid members, pritaaritytheir lack of a
formal structure or commitent tothe gang, among other factors.

Ongoing Conflict Involving Bandidos Outlaw Motorcycle Gang in Texas

On May 17, 2015, a violent confrontation involving the Bandidos outlaw motorcycle gangeantukens
of other motorcycle clubs at a restaurant in Waco, Texas, resulted in thefleate people and injuries
to at least 20. Details of the incident remain under investigation, though thet iofdlict occurred in
the context of increasing tension between Bandidos and several other groupmtatayg the Cossacks
MC.

The conflict between the Bandidos and the Cossacks appears to have origimatiedriorial disputes.
Cossacks members have recently started wearing the Texas patch on the bottoraesftshwithout the
approval of the Bandidos. Traditionally, the Bandidos have been the dominantyol@atub in Texas,
and thus no other club is allod/éo wear the Texas patch without their consent. The incident in Wado
was preceded by a series of violent incidents reportedly associated with the Rartuidmajority of
these incidents occurred in therthernhalf of the state.

This conflict and theiolent incident in Waco highlight the public safety threat posed by gambgaang
rivalries. Law enforcement continues to monitor the conflict involWirege groups due to the potentia
for additional violence or further escalations.
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Gang Involvement in Criminal Activity

Gang members in Texas engage in a variety of criminal activities rangmaémaviolent, whitecollar
crimes to violent murder3he overall extent of gang activity is difficult loeasure with great accuracy
since the documentatiaf gang affiliationusuallyis known only after an arrest has been made.
Furthermore, since an arrest is not proof of criminal conduct, it isdestiew final conviction data
when evaluating crimemmitted by gang members.

An indication of the level of violence associated with gang activity is shiewigure 6, which represents
the offense of record for prison gang members currently incarcerated thié¢ Texas Department of
Criminal Justice syet.The offense of record is the offense that incarcerates the offendee fongest
period.For purposes of this report, violent offenses are defined as thosevtitag iforce or threat of
force toward person®roperty crimes are thefgpe offenses involving the taking of money or property,
or the damaging of property, but there is no force or threat of forcesagaiy persof:

More tha_-nhalf of prison gang members_ Figure 6: Offense Types for Gang Members Incarcerated in Texas s
are serving a sentence for a violent crime,

including robbery (24%), homicidd.§%9),
assault (all typeq)15%), sex offenses
(7%), and kidnapping (1%Dther
significant gang activities include property
crimes, such as burgla(§0%), larceny
(2%), motor vehicle theft1%), and arson
(<1%). Drug-related offenses account for
13 percentof gang crimesCrimes

identified in the “Other” category include Violent
crimes against public administration, such e Pr°pfrty
as escape and obstruction (4%), weapon 62% 14%

offensey(3%), driving while intoxicated
(1%), and forgery/fraud1%).

There are somimitations in using
conviction dataOnelimitation is that it
does not indicate whether the offender
committed the offense as a gang member, or became a gang membecafterationAdditionally,
offense data does not alwgyevide araccurateepresentation dhe crime that was actually committed,;
they may reflect a lesser charge resulting from a plea batgatly, some convictions will not appear
due to the lentp of time between the offense and conviction dates. Nonetheless, thisrdfatacthat
gang members in Texas overwhelntjngommitmanyviolent crimes irthe state
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Gang Involvement in Human Trafficking

Gangs across Texas continueetmage in human trafficking, including commercial sex trafficking an
compelling prostitution of both adult and minor victims. The potential for hightagable profits and a
perceived low risk of detection appeals to many gang members and thei@tassadio often operate
independently of the gang itself. Gang members will recruit and groom siwatitin false promises of

love, affection, employment, and family lifestyle, but continuously compel tletime through physical

force, fraud, and emotionabercion.

Multiple gangs in Texas have been reported to be involved in human traffioka@d 4, including Tang
Blast, Texas Syndicate, Bloods, Crips, Gangster Disciples, artiBMISuman trafficking includes the
exploitation of victims for both commercial and forced labor purposes, althepgtting of gang
involvement in labor trafficking in Texas is limited.

Since the Texasdgislature passed more strict human trafficking laws in 2011, the TexagrDepiaof

Public Safety has seen a steamyrease in their human trafficking investigations throughout the State.

In 2014, more than 17 percent of DPS human trafficking investigations involveangsmigers or gang
associates®

Some examples of gang members involved in human trafficking inigoiLdle:

e InJanuary 2014, an El Paso County juvenile probation officer and four gang reemeber
arrested in El Paso County and face federal charges for conspiracy to commit séingathd
sex trafficking of a minor. The juvenile probation officegedly recruited young girls at
Samuel F. Santana Challenge Academy, a mittayle program that relies onwxhtion and
counseling for highisk juvenile offenders’ The probation officer and four other men are all

Folk NationGangster Disciple members and compelled victims to have sex in El Paso and

Killeen, Texas; Albuguerque, New Mexico; Las Vegas, Nevada; and Colbtrado.

e In September 2014, 59 Bounty Hunter Bloods member Keith Williams was sentenced b$.
District Judge in Dallas to 262 montimsfederal prison for sex trafficking of a minor. Williams

girlfriend, Erin Patton, was convicted of conspiracy to commit sex traffjosf a minor and was

sentenced to 87 months in federal prison. In September 2012, yle@dAztd minor female ran
away from home, met Patton, and engaged in commercial sex acts after Pattonteéddhgos

D

d

(@)

he

minor to “Mocospace” and “Backpage.” In November 2012, the minor ran away from haing ag

and contacted Patton, who was with Williams at the time. Williams also engegexiwith the
i 19
minor.
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Outlook

Based on a review of current intelligence and knowledge of gang activityakes time following
assessments:

We expect the overall gang threat in Texas will remain high during the cossnggyven
previous estima&d increases in overall gang membership in TéXas.gangs working directly
with the Mexican cartels will continue to represent a unique threag tdkeas they help
facilitate the smuggling of persons, drugs, and weapons into and around Texas.

The treat posed by individual gangs will change over ti@feanges in gang leadership and the
impact of law enforcement action will have an effect on a gang’s ability tatepeffectively

We anticipatamany of the Tier 1 and Tier 2 gangs will continudéésignificantthreatso Texas
dueto theirlargemembershimumbers, relationships with cartels, high levels of transnational
criminal activity, and other factors.

As Mexican drug cartels fight to maintain or increase their share of the yecdatig anchuman
smuggling markets, Texdmsed gangs will continue to play an essential role in supporting cartel
operations on both sides of the borddre cartels will likely seek to expand their existing
networks in Texas by leveraging theelationships wittgangsWe expect the relationships
between individual gangs and cartels to remain fluid, and possibly adapt aveliev@sponse

to changes in the cartel landscape in Mexico.

While manyTier 1 andTier 2 gangscurrently conduct human trafficking operations in Texas, we
assess other Texas gangs have and will continue to operate in human tepffiekio the

potential for large and sustainable profits, andoreeivedow risk of detection by law
enforcement.
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Appendix 1. Overview of Tier 1 and Tier 2 Gangs

The following pages providelaief overview of the most significant gangs in Texalso included are
maps showing the areas of the state where each gang’s presence and activities ar¢calssaasstl
concentrated, based on information provided from multiple soufbesabsence of shading on a
particular part of the map does not necessarily indicate that the gangptibasena presence there, and
the concentration of the gang’s activity varies within the shaded area.
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Tier 1: Tango Blast and Tango Cliques

Tango Blast and Tango cliques are locatemhast
metropolitan areas across Tex&ango Blast first developed
as a selprotection group against more established prison
gangs, such ahe Texas Mexican Mafia and Xas
SyndicateThey havesincegrown rapidly anahow boasthe
highest membership numbers amdmxasprison gangsDue
to the rapid growth of Tango Blast and Tango cliques, as v
as its high level of criminal activity, propensity for violence,
and relationships with Mexican cartelssthang poses the
mostsignificantgangthreat to Texas.

Tier 1: Texas Syndicate

TheTexas Syndicate (TS) is a violent prison gang that
formed in the Californigpenal system over 40 years ago,
eventually movingnto Texas Department of Criminal Justic
prisons and onto the streets of Texathough ecent law
enforcement investigatioriargeting the gang have resulted
the arrest of higlnanking membergheir continued
relationship with Mexican cartels makiae Texas Syndicate
a resilient criminal threat to Texas.

Tier 1: Texas Mexican Mafia

The Texas Mexican Mafia (TMM) forndewithin the Texas
prison system in 1984s a means for inmates to protect
themselves from the Texas Syndicdtieey have since grown
into one of the most dominant and disciplined gangs in
Texas Despite continuoukw enforcement targetinthe
TMM has upheld its membership size, commitmenhéo
gang and involvement in violent crimesh& TMM will

likely continue to remain organizationally effective and
engage in criminal activityand thus remain one of Texas’
most significant gangs

Assessed Gang Presence: | |
Tango Blast

ssessed Gang Presence:
Texas Syndicate
& aldunanh,.
Assessed Gang Presence
Texas Mexican Mafia
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Tier 1: Mara Salvatrucha

Assessed Gang Presence ‘
MS-13

TheMara Salvatrucha (M&3) formed on the streets of Los
Angelesin the 1980s as a way for Salvadorian immigrants
protect themselves from other street gangs in the si®4.3 H ST e _l
is now arguablyhie most recognizetransnational street gani ‘ - & e

in the world, with ongoing command, control, and |

coordination between gang leaders and cliquesweral 1 _ s el
different countriesThe increase in violent activity in Texas NI ‘r ‘
along with thanflux of illegal members crossing into the ‘ 2
state resulted in the overall increase in the gang’s threat l¢ ‘l-

Tier 1: Latin Kings

The Latin Kings is a violent street gang origingtin

Chicagoin the early 19609riginally created to overcome 22 -
racial prejudice, the gang soon became a crinfioreé. The m *
gang migrated into Texas shortly after its creation, and be 9 : -I. B =
to open local chapterBue to its interstate structure and | B :

criminal growth, Latin Kingss anincreased threat to the )

&'y
State of Texas. ‘-‘
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Tier 2: Surenos

The Surefos originated as a gang confederation in Southe
Californiaclosely aligned under the umbrella of the
California Mexican MafiaAs such, they often utilize the
number 13 as a sign afiegianceto the California Mexican
Mafia (the letter M beinghe 13th letter in the alphabet).
Although many gangs in Texas may use the Surefios nam
not all of them are affiliated with the CaliforAmsed
confederationWe assess that Surefios will continue to striv
to establish a stronger presence in Texas imélae future.

Tier 2: Barrio Azteca

Successfulaw enforcement efforts targeting Barrio Azteca
(BA), along with thedeterioratingmfluence of the Juarez
Cartel have lessened the gang’s statewide thheatddition,
recent infighting has caused imal gang relations to be
strained Although predominantly located in El Paso and
Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico, BA members have been locai
in theMidland-Odessa and San Angelo areas

Tier 2: Aryan Brotherhood of Texas

The Aryan Brotherhood of Texas (ABT) was formed as a
white supremacist prison gang, but places its racist ideolox
secondary to its everyday criminal activitidgsthough the
Aryan Brotherhood of Texas is not a threat to the border a
of Texastheir threat lieselsewhere around the stéiecause
of theirinvolvement in violent crimes, the methamphetamir
business, and frequent property crimdsilti-agency
investigations continue to affect ABT’s lead@psstructure
and effectiveness, seriously afiectABT’s leadership
structure and effectiveness.

|
Assessed Gang Presence;
Surenos 13

= t
: = B TN
"EE R 2

{

-,

Assessed Gang Presence:
Aryan Brotherhood of Texas
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Tier 2: Bandidos Outlaw Motorcycle Gang

Formed in the 1960s, the Bandidos Outlaw Motorcycle Ga
(OMG) tends taconduct its illegal activities as covertly as
possible andhas historically avoideldigh-profile activities,
such as drive-by shootings, that many street gangs tend tc
commit. However, members are not covert about making
their presence known, frequently wearing their gang colors
insignia, and riding in large groupBheyhave soughto turn
public sentiment in their favor by organizing frequent chari
runs. Bandidos are likely to focus on recruiting new memb
with no criminal history.

Tier 2: Partido RevolucionaridMexicano

Assessed Gang Presence:
Bandidos

ThePartido Revolucionario Mexicano (PRM) is an
organized prison gang operag in Mexico and Texad his
gangis composed afainly Mexican nationals, many of \
whomwere illegal aliens who committed crimes in Texas
and were subsequently deportedetieey were released
from prison. Deporte@artido Revtucionario Mexicano
members often renter the United States and establish
themselves as members in Texaartido Revolucionario
Mexicano allows U.S. citizens to become members of the
gang in order to maintain their presence in Texas and
eliminate the pasbility of deportation.

Tier 2: Texas Chicano Brotherhood

The Texas Chicano Brotherhood (TxCB) emerged in
Hidalgo, Texas after its two founding members defected
from the TriCity Bombersstreet gangThe prison gang \
follows the traditionaphilosophy of “blood in, blood out”
membership, common with other prison garkjstorically,
the TXCB recruited its members in prison; however, the ga
has been forced to recruit members from the street after
established, larger prison gangs prohibitesht from
recruiting in the prison systerfiheir relationships with
Mexican cartels make the TxCB a significant threat to Tex

Assessed Gang Presence;
xas Chicano Brotherhood

48



Tier 2: Bloods

The Bloods are a violent street gang origimain Los
Angelesin the early 1970snd are tiedo thePeopleNation
affiliation of gangs. The gang originally developed as an
offshoot clique of the Crips gang. The Bloods’ presence in
Texas has been documented since the 1980s. Multiple citi
in Texas have instituted gang injunctions against the Bloo!|
and teir rivals, the CripsThe Bloods’ overall presence, the
level of their criminal activity, and the violence perpetrated
by its members qualify them adaalizedbut serious threat
in Texas.

Tier 2: Crips

The Crips is a criminal ste¢ gang foundeth Los Angelesn
the late 1960s with ties to the Folk Natiaiffiliation network
of gangs.The name “Crips” does not define a single gang,
but rather an identity with which many gang cliques associ
themselvesCrips gangs have maintained a documented
presence in Texas since the m@B0s.Their criminal
activities continue to threaten the larger metropolitan area:
Texas. Multiple cities in Texas have instituted gang
injunctions against the Crips and their rivals, the Bloods.
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Appendix 2. Other Contributing Agencies

DPS recognizes the following agencies for their contribution td ¢xas Gang Investigative Database
(TxGang) as of January 2015:

Addison Police Department
Alice Police Department
Amarillo Police Department
Anderson County Sheriff's Office
Aransas Pass Police Department
Arlington Police Department
Austin Police Department
Balch Springs Police Department
Baytown Police Department
Beeville Police Degrtment
Bell County Juvenile Probation Services
Bexar County Community Supervision and Corrections
Bexar County Sheriff's Office
Big Spring Police Department
Brazoria County Sheriff's Office
Brownsville Police Department
Bryan Police Department
CarrolltonPolice Department
Cleveland Independent School District Police Department
Clute Police Department
College Station Police Department
Comal County Sheriff's Office
Conroe Police Department
Converse Police Department
Cooke County Sheriff's Office
CorpusChristi Police Department
Dallas Police Department
Denton County Sheriff's Office
Donna Independent School District Police Department
Dumas Police Department
Edinburg Police Department
El Paso County Sheriff's Office
El Paso Police Department
Ellis CountySheriff's Office
Erath County Sheriff's Office
Euless Police Department
Everman Police Department
Farmers Branch Police Department
Forney Police Department
Fort Bend County Constables Offic@recinct 1
Fort Bend County Sheriff's Office
Fort Worth PoliceDepartment
Frisco Police Department
Gainesville Police Department
Galveston County Sheriff’s Office
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Galveston Police Department
Garland Police Department
Georgetown Police Department
Grand Prairie Police Department
Guadalupe County Sheriff's Office
HaltomCity Police Department
Hansford County Sheriff's Office
Harlingen Police Department
Harris County Constables Offied°recinct 1
Harris County Sheriff’'s Office
Hays County Gang Task Force
Hidalgo County Community Supervision and Corrections Department
Hidalgo County Sheriff's Office
Hill County Sheriff's Office
Hondo Police Department
Houston Independent School District Police Department
Houston Metropolitan Transit Authority Police Department
Houston Police Department
Humble Independent School District el Department
Hunt County Sheriff's Office
Irving Police Department
Jersey Village Police Department
Jim Wells County Sheriff's Office
Joshua Police Department
Katy Independent School District Police Department
Kenedy Police Department
Kerr County Sherifé Office
Kilgore Police Department
Killeen Police Department
Kleberg County Sheriff's Office
La Marque Police Department
La Salle County Sheriff's Office
Lake Dallas Police Department
Lancaster Police Department
Lewisville Police Department
LongviewPolice Department
Lubbock County Sheriff’s Office
Lubbock Police Department
Lufkin Police Department
Mansfield Police Department
Marble Falls Police Department
McAllen Police Department
McLennan County Juvenile Probation Office
McLennan County Sheriff's Gite
Mesquite Police Department
Midland Police Department
Missouri City Police Department
Montgomery County Sheriff's Office
Nacogdoches County Sheriff's Office
Nacogdoches Police Department
New Braunfels Police Department
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Nueces County Sheriff's Office
Onalaska Police Department
Parker County Sheriff's Office
Pasadena Police Department
Pflugerville Independent School District Police Department
Pharr Police Department
Plano Police Department
Primera Police Department
Randall County Sheriff's Office
Richardson Police Department
Robstown Police Department
Rockport Police Department
Rosenberg Police Department
Round Rock Police Department
Sachse Police Department
San Angelo Police Department
San Antonio Police Department
San Juan Police Department
San Ritricio District Attorney’s Office
Santa Fe Police Department
Seguin Police Department
Sherman Police Department
Spearman Police Department
Spring Branch Independent School District Police Department
Spring Independent School District Police Department
Suaar Land Police Department
Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office
Tarrant County Sheriff's Office
Temple Police Department
Texas City Police Department
The Colony Police Department
Tiki Island Police Department
Tom Green County Sheriff's Office
Travis Caunty Sheriff's Office
Tyler Police Department
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives - Beaumont
U.S. Customs and Border Protection - Carrizo Springs Border Patrol Station
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
University Of Texas Houston Police Department
Victoria Police Department
Weatherford Police Department
Wharton Police Department
Wichita Falls Police Department
Williamson County Sheriff's Office
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Agencies participating in Operation BorderStar are listed below:

USBP
CBP-OFO

ICE

West TX HIDTA
EPIC

TMF

DPS

TPWD

ATF

FBI

USMS

US Army, Ft. Bliss CID

USBP
CBP-OFO

ICE /HSI

NPS

West TXHIDTA
TMF

TPWD

CBP-OFO

DEA

DPS

FBI

HSI-ICE

IBWC

NPS

South TX HIDTA
Texas Military Forces
Zavala Co Constable

CBP
ICE
TPWD
TMF
DPS

CBP-USBP
CBP-OFO

ATF

ICE

NCIS

NICB

USCG

US Fish & Wildlife

El Paso JOIC Sector

El Paso CO SO
Hudspeth CO SO
Dona Ana CO SO (NM)
Grant CO SQNM)
Hidalgo CO SO (NM)
Luna CO SO (NM)
Otero CO SO (NM)
Anthony PD

El Paso PD

Horizon City PD

Ysleta Del Sur Tribal PD
El Paso ISD PD

Marfa JOI C Sector

DPS

Brewster CO SO
Culberson CO SO
Hudspeth CO SO
Jeff Davis CO SO
Pecos CO SO
Presidio CO SO

Del Rio JOIC Sector

TPWD

USBP

USCG

US Marshals
Crystal City PD
Del Rio PD
Dimmit CO SO
Maverick CO SO
Uvalde CO SO

Laredo JOIC Sector

Duval COS O
Frio CO SO

Jim Hogg CO SO
La Salle CO SO
Webb CO SO

Rio Grande Valley JOI C Sector

Starr Co HIDTA
DPS-THP, CID, AVN
Texas Rangers
TPWD

Texas Military Forces
TXNG CDAE

Brooks CO SO
Cameron CO SO

University of Texas El Paso PD
El Paso Community College PD
El Paso Office of Emergency
Management

Texas TechJniversity PD

Texas Comptroller of Public
Accounts

Texas Attorney General, El Paso
Union Pacific Railroad PD
Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission

El Paso County Constables

Reeves CO SO
Terrell CO SO
Alpine PD

Fort Stockton PD
Pecos PD
Presidio PD

Val Verde CO SO

Zavala CO SO

38th Judicial Dist.

Dimmit CO Constable PCT 2
Dimmit CO Constable PCT 3
Edwards CO SO

Kinney CO So

Real CO So

Uvalde PD

Zapata CO SO
Dilley PD
Laredo PD
Pearsall PD

Hidalgo CO SO
KenedyCO SO
Starr CO SO
Hidalgo CO Pct 1
Hidalgo CO Pct 2
Hidalgo CO Pct 3
Hidalgo CO Pct 4
Willacy CO
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Alamo PD
Brownsville PD
Donna PD
Donna ISD PD
Edcouch PD
Elsa PD
Edinburg PD
Harlingen PD
Hidalgo PD

La Feria PD
La Grulla PD

USBP

CBP-OFO

ICE

FBI

ATF

DEA

USCG

US Marshalls

US Fish and Wildlife
US Parks Servic®INS
US Postal Inspector
TPWD

Texas Dept of Trans
Houston HIDTA
San Antonio HIDTA
TMF

DPS

Aransas CO SO
Bee CO SO

La Joya PD

La Villa PD

Los Fresnos PD
McAllen PD
Mercedes PD
Mission PD
Palmhurst PD
Palmview PD
Penitas PD
Pharr PD
Raymondville PD

Coastal Bend JOIC Sector

Calhoun CO SO
Dewitt CO SO
Goliad CO SO
Gonzales CO SO
Guadalupe CO SO
Jackson CO SO
Jim Wells CO SO
Karnes CO SO
Kleberg CO SO
Lavaca CO SO
Matagorda CO SO
Live Oak CO SO
Matagorda CO SO
McMullen CO SO
Nueces CO SO
Refugio CO SO
San Patricio CO SO
Victoria CO SO
Wharton CO SO

Rio Grande City PD
Roma PD

San Benito PD

San Juan PD

Santa Rosa PD
Sullivan City PD
TDCJ Segovia Prison
UTPA PD

UTB PD

Weslaco PD

Willacy CO DA'’s Office

Alice PD

Bay City PD
Beeville PD
Corpus Christi PD
Cuero PD

Driscoll PD

El Campo PD
George West PD
Hallettsville PD
Kingsville PD
Orange Grove PD
Refugio PD
Robstown PD
Rockport PD
Seguin PD

Sinton PD

Three Rivers PD
Victoria PD
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