
One activity incredibly close to Bill Johnson’s 
heart is the yearly Riderless Horse presentation at 
Memorial Day ceremonies and Veterans Day parade 
in downtown Waco. At Bill’s first Riderless Horse 
presentation during Waco’s 2012 Veterans Day parade 
a Marine in full dress marched directly to Bill and his 
horse. The Marine got close, stopped at attention, 
looked them over and said, “Well done,” then he 
pivoted, turned, and marched away. Bill felt that is 
what is called “passing muster.”

Bill was shocked by events during the parade. 
Men were saluting at attention, women were 
wholeheartedly crying, some children were yelling, 
“Why don’t you ride the horse? Why are the boots 
backward?” Bill walked silently, eyes straight ahead 
as he choked back tears. His Appaloosa horse, Jack, 
did not flinch.
There was such an outpouring of emotion and love in 
the celebration of our brave men and women and the 
sacrifices made by those heroes who never came back 
from protecting America’s freedom.

Johnson Roofing
Proudly Supports our

Armed Forces and
Veterans


