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• Military Law 
• Personal Injury

• Criminal Defense 
• Divorce/Family Law
• DUI & Traffic Law 

FREE 

CONSULTATION
 Military Discounts

242-7227
604 N. Patterson St.

Valdosta, GA

J. Randall Hicks, PC

Former Judge Advocate

23163-1

The Law Office of J. Randall Hicks has been 

able to help countless military members who 

are facing criminal charges either on base or 

in the local jurisdiction.

Mr. Hicks also assists military members and 

their spouses with divorce, child custody, and 

child support matters.

Likewise, Mr. Hicks routinely handles complex 

divorces in which the division of military 

retirement, Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP), the 

division of a Thrift Savings Plan, and continued 

Tricare benefits are an issue.

Finally, Mr. Hicks has been able to recover 

damages for deserving individuals who have 

been injured in a variety of accidents.

Welcome from the Commander
Friday 27 October:

•Fridaywillbeapracticeairshowformilitarymembersandtheirfamilies.

•Firstaerialpracticeswillbeginaround11a.m.andendaround3:30p.m.

•TheThunderbirdswillbetakingoff around2:30p.m.


Saturday and Sunday 28-29 October:

11:30a.m.–OpeningCeremonyfeaturingtheWingsof BlueandSteenSkybolt

11:47a.m.–InterstateComedyAct

12:00p.m.–“Homewrecker”JetTruck

12:10p.m.–T-6TexanAerobaticDemonstration

12:23p.m.–MiG-17AerobaticDemonstration

12:36p.m.–PacificTheaterAerialDemonstration

12:49p.m.–CombatSearchandRescueDemonstration

1:16p.m.–SteenSkybolt

1:29p.m.–P-51MustangAerialDemonstration

1:42p.m.–InterstateComedyAct

2:16p.m.–A-10HeritageFlightDemonstrationTeam

2:27p.m.–MX-2AerobaticDemonstration

2:40p.m.–“Homewrecker”JetTruckracesMX-2

2:50p.m.–InterstateComedyAct

3:00p.m.–UnitedStatesAirForceThunderbirds
 
*Please note that these times are flexible and subject to change

Schedule
Welcome to Moody Air Force Base, 

home of  the historic Flying Tigers and 

America’s Battlefield Airmen. 

Onbehalf of themenandwomenof the23dWingand
the93dAirGroundOperationsWing,wearehonoredto
hostyouatthe2017ThunderOverSouthGeorgiaOpen
House.

TeamMoodyiscomprisedof over5,000activeduty
militaryandcivilianpersonnel.Since9/11Airmenfrom
TeamMoodyhavebeensuppo11ingoperationsallover
theworldincluding

Afghanistan,Iraq,Africa,andEurope.OurAirmen
answertheNation’scalleverydayinordertoprotectthe
freedomsweallenjoy.Iamproudtoservealongsidethem
astheirdedicationandserviceinspiresmeeveryday
hopeitinspiresyouaswell.

Withthatsaid,allthatweaccomplishwouldnotbe
possiblewithoutwhatwebelieveisthebestcommunity
supportintheAirForceforourAirmenandtheirfami-
liesathome.

ThereissomethingspecialaboutMoodyandthesup-

portwereceivefromthelocalarea.Icouldnotbemore
gratefultobeapartof suchanoutstandingcommunity.

Thisyear’sOpenHouseandAirShowpromisestobe
aworld-classeventfeaturingtheU.S.AirForceThun-
derbirds,TeamMoodyassets,andmanyotherexciting
performances.Wehopeyouwillenjoythefun-filledactiv-
itieswithfamilyandfriendsandhavethechancetogetto
knowafewof ourAirmen.

Thisisanopportunityforustoopenourgatestoyou
andshowcasethepridewelakeeverydayinservingthe
Nation.Ilookforwardtotheopportunitytopersonally
meetmanyof youandsaythankyouforservingMoody
AirForceBase.Withoutyouwecouldnotaccomplishthe
mission.

Attack,Rescue.Prevail!

Sincerely,

Jennifer M. Short, Commander, 23d Wing, Moody Air 
Force Base
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Department of Defense ID 

Card holders may enter through the Davidson Road gate 

and will be directed to the designated parking area. 

Non-Department of Defense ID Card holders may enter 

through the North Gate or the Cemetery Gate and will be 

directed to the designated parking area. All vehicles and 

personnel who enter Moody AFB are subject to search. 

Follow the direction of the Lowndes County Sheriff Dep-

uties that will be directing traffic on Bemiss Road. Each 

person must be in possession of a valid government is-

sued ID card, such as a driver's license, while on the in-

stallation.

Non-DoD personnel 

Do not have to obtain a pass to enter Moody AFB during 

the airshow. Handicap parking will be available upon dis-

play of a handicap decal.

Prohibited Items:

All weapons that includes firearms, sharp objects, 

knives, explosives, or dangerous objects. Bags with medi-

cal equipment and baby related items, strollers and small 

purses will be permitted and are subject to search. All 

other bags, including backpacks, alcoholic beverages and 

large containers, such as coolers, non-service animals, 

projectiles, including fisbees, footballs and inflatable 

balls are prohibited. Also, outside food and drinks (not 

including water), illegal drugs and paraphernalia, laser 

pointers, drones/SUAS, walkie-talkies, HAM radios, scan-

ners, bicycles, skateboards, rollerblades are prohibited.

access to base

OUR MISSION
TheWingsof Bluehavealongstandingcommitment

topersonalandorganizationalexcellenceaswellasasto-
riedhistoryof success.WhiletheairspacethattheWings
of Blueoperatesinisoneof thebusiestintheworld,
theirdropzoneisoneof thesafest.Theprimarymis-
sionof theWingsof BlueistoruntheAirForce’sBasic
FreefallParachutingcourse,knownasAirmanship490
(AM-490).Membersof theteamserveprimarilyasjump-
mastersandinstructorsforthiscourse,devotingmostof 
theirtimetoteachingstudentsaboutparachutingand
trainingthemtomakeunassistedfreefallskydives.AM-
490istheonlycertifiedfirst-jumpprogramintheworld
wherestudentscanmaketheirfirstfreefalljumpwithout
assistance.Eachyear,over700cadetsaregiventheoppor-
tunitytotakeAM-490andearntheirjumpwings.

TheWingsof Bluehasbothademonstrationteam
andacompetitionteam.Thedemonstrationteamtravels
acrossthecountrytoairshows,sportingevents,andother
venuestorepresenttheAirForceinprecisionparachut-
ing.Similarly,thecompetitionteamrepresentstheAir
Forcebycompetingwithteamsfromaroundthecountry
in6-wayspeedformations,4-wayrelativework,2-wayfree
fly,andsportaccuracy.

usaf academy wings of blue parchuate team
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2017 MOODY AFB OPEN HOUSE
THANK YOU SPONSORS

Moody’s 2015 Air Show.

United States Air Force Thunderbirds.

No federal endorsement of sponsors intended.

VALDOSTA * LOWNDES COUNTY

SPORTS 
C O M M I S  S I O N

22983-1

GIVE YOUR

BUSINESS
A BOOST

ADVERTISE 

WITH

MOODY AFB

REAP THE

REWARDS OF

YOUR

INVESTMENT

Promote to over 9000 active duty members, spouses 

and civilian employees at Moody AFB.

Commercial Sponsorship refers to the act of businesses providing cash, goods or services to off-set the cost 

or enhance Morale, Welfare, Recognition events in exchange for a variety of benefits, and is only authorized 

through the Marketing department. Benefits: Sponsors will receive publicity equivalent to their level of sup-

port to include: on-site displays, product sampling & demonstrations, event recognition, logo or name listed on 

promotional materials and apparel, event banners, print & digital media, and more!

Advertise on base: website, weekly email, flyer distribution, and more! 

Businesses may donate cash and prizes including gift certificates, restaurant meals, hotel rooms, theme park 

admission, movie passes, t-shirts, school supplies, toys and more.

*Donation vs Commercial Sponsorship

For organizations that do not have a sponsorship or advertising budget, you may show your support through 

a donation. Donor recognition is limited to a thank you letter and the appropriate “donated by” name plate if 

applicable. 

BECOME A SPONSOR 

AND BUILD YOUR BRAND

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 

& GENERATE TRAFFIC

BECOME A DONOR: PROMOTE COMMUNITY 

RELATIONS & SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

REACH  MOODY  AFB

GET STARTED TODAY!

CONTACT THE MARKETING DEPARTMENT  AND  LEARN HOW 

TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS TO THE MOODY COMMUNITY. 

(229) 257-2033 | 23fssmarketing@us.af.mil

22984-1
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Living history in honor of the Greatest Generation
AirCorpsAerobaticsprovidesnotonlyanairshowaerobaticroutinebutlivinghisto-

ryaswell.

Inperioddresswebringtolifetheendof thetrainingcycle,whereouryoungcadet
orLieutenantwasabouttoearnhiswings.If hepassedthislastcheckride...

Where she came from...
J'sBirdwasreceivedbytheRoyalCanadianAirForce(RCAF)on9September1952

andservedwithNo.1FlyingInstructor'sSchoolatRCAFStationTrenton,Ontario.
Theaircraftwasstuckfromtherecordson15August1966.Italsospentsometimewith
theCanadianWarplaneHeritage,aflyingmuseumsimilartotheAmericanAirpower
Heritageinthiscountry,basedinOntario,Canada.AfterthatitendedupinVancouver,
BritishColumbiawhereitwasusedinanaerialcombatoperation;"fighterpilotfora
day"if youwill.

Thepaintschemerepresentsthatappliedtotrainingandadministrativeaircraftin
BritainduringWorldWarII.TheserialnumberyouseeactuallybelongstoaHarvard
MkIIthatsawserviceinEnglandduringthatperiod.Inthatsenseitiscompletelyaccu-
rate,orinaccurate,dependingonyourpointof view.


The Family Relations...

ThemodelwasfirstorderedbytheBritishEmpirein1938andshouldnotbecon-
fusedwiththeWirrawayorYale,whicharepartof thesamefamily.OnceNorthAmeri-
canAviationproducedasuccessfulairframe,theUSmilitarycaughtonandpurchased
theaircraftastheT-6TexanfortheAirCorpsandtheSNJfortheUSNavy.Production
stoppedforgoodin1954with15,649TexansandHarvardsproduced.

Thereareabout600leftflyingtodaythroughouttheworld.Thenumbersaresome-
timesdebated,asproductionlapsedatwar'sendand,intheUS,airframeswereranback
throughtheassemblylinetoproducetheT-6G/SNJ-6.Canadausednew-oldstockand
newproductionstocktoproducetheHarvardMk4.

Whichevermodelitmaybe,it'spoweredbyPratt&WhitneyR-1340-AN1,nine-cylin-
derradialengineproducing600hpattakeoff.USmodelshadashortstackexitingthe
cowl'srightsidewhiletheCanadiansaddedabout7feettothatandinsertedanintensi-
fiertubeforthecabinheater,understandablegivenCanadianwinters.BritishSpotting
Manualsmentionthesoundof theHarvardasanidentifyingfeature,claimingitsound-
edlikeanoisytwo-strokemotorcycle.DuringWorldWarII,ittrainedalmostallAllied
pilots,andinsomevariantstrainedaerialgunnerswithaswivelgunmountedinthe
rearcockpit.Atonetimeoranother,mostcountriesof theworldincludingsomeolden-
emieshaveusedthisairframe.InthepostWWIIperiodtheairframewasalsoemployed
inagroundattackrolebymanycountriesandsawservicewiththeUSAFasaMosqui-
to,theLT-6,doingFAC(forwardaircontroller)workinKorea.

Manufacturer
CanadianCarandFoundry(underlicensefromNorthAmericanAviation).Wing

Span:42feet,4inches.Length:27feet,11inches.MaximumGrossWeight:Approxi-
mately5700pounds.Engine:One(1)Pratt&WhitneyR-1340-AN-1.Horsepower:600
ratedatTO(36inchesof ManifoldPressure/2250RPM).CruiseSpeed:135Knotsat27
inchesMP/1750RPM/27gph(atleastthat'swhatIget)

Air corps aerorobics mx-2 aerobatic show

Welcome
GaryWardAirshowbeganhisairshowcareerin1998inaPittsS2-B.In1999,he

movedtotheGiles202andin2006,hebecamethefirstpilottobeginflyingairshowsin
theawesomenewMX2!TheMX2istheabsolutelatestinunlimitedaerobaticaircraft.
Itisstrong,fast,andveryagile!Theentireairframeisconstructedof aerospacequality
carbonfibertoprovidemaximumstrengthandstiffnesswithminimumweight.The
MX2ispoweredbyaLycomingenginemodifiedbyLYCONtoproducemorethan350
HP!Pleasecheckoutourwebsiteformoreinformationaboutoneof themostexciting
andentertainingperformancesyouwilleverseeinanyaircraft.

The Performance
GaryputstheMX2throughoneof themostexcitingperformancesyouwillever

see.Theactionstartsontakeoff asGarypullssteeplyupandgoesintoaspectacular
takeoff maneuver!Theentiresequenceisjampackedwithbreathtakinggyrationsthat
rangefromzerospeedhoverstodivesinexcessof 250mph!TheMX2issopowerfulthat
attheendof aninvertedflatspin,rotationisstoppedandtheMX2willflyout,inverted,
withoutthenoseeverdroppingbelowthehorizon!Garymakesfulluseof thepower
andagilityof theMX2toperformmanymaneuversthatan"airplanejustisn'tsupposed
todo!"
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Voted
Best Steak

& Hamburgerin South GA!

2101 W. Hill Ave. • Valdosta • 229-259-9333 • www.austinscattlecompany.com
25013-1

steaks • burgers • seafood • prime rib

Celebration Headquarters 

featuring a large dining area handling big parties 

A laid back sports bar • Banquet facilities and 2 Conference rooms

a-10C thunderbolt II

Mission 
A-10ThunderboltIIshaveexcellentmaneuverabilityatlowairspeedsandaltitude,

andarehighlyaccurateweapons-deliveryplatforms.Theycanloiternearbattleareas
forextendedperiodsof timeandoperateunder1,000-footceilings(303.3meters)with
1.5-mile(2.4kilometers)visibility.Theirwidecombatradiusandshorttakeoff andland-
ingcapabilitypermitoperationsinandoutof locationsnearfrontlines.Usingnight
visiongoggles,A-10/OA-10pilotscanconducttheirmissionsduringdarkness.

ThunderboltIIshaveNightVisionImagingSystems,orNVIS,gogglecompatiblesin-
gle-seatcockpitsforwardof theirwingsandalargebubblecanopywhichprovidespilots
all-aroundvision.Thepilotsareprotectedbytitaniumarmorthatalsoprotectspartsof 
theflight-controlsystem.Theredundantprimarystructuralsectionsallowtheaircraft
toenjoybettersurvivabilityduringcloseairsupportthandidpreviousaircraft.

Theaircraftcansurvivedirecthitsfromarmor-piercingandhighexplosiveprojec-
tilesupto23mm.Theirself-sealingfuelcellsareprotectedbyinternalandexternal
foam.Manualsystemsbackuptheirredundanthydraulicflight-controlsystems.This
permitspilotstoflyandlandwhenhydraulicpowerislost.

TheThunderboltIIcanbeservicedandoperatedfrombaseswithlimitedfacilities
nearbattleareas.Manyof theaircraft’spartsareinterchangeableleftandright,includ-
ingtheengines,mainlandinggearandverticalstabilizers.

Avionicsequipmentincludesmulti-bandcommunications;GlobalPositioningSystem
andinertialnavigationssystems;infraredandelectroniccountermeasuresagainstair-
to-airandair-to-surfacethreats.And,ithasaPavePennylaserspottrackersystem;a
heads-updisplaytodisplayflightandweaponsdeliveryinformation;andalowaltitude
safetyandtargetingenhancementsystem,whichprovidesconstantlycomputedimpact
andreleasepointsforaccurateordnancedelivery.Thereisalsoalow-altitudeautopilot
andagroundcollisionavoidancesystem.

TheA-10iscurrentlyundergoingtheprecisionengagementmodification,which
addsupgradedcockpitdisplays,movingmap,handsonthrottleandstick,digitalstores
management,LITENINGandSniperadvancedtargetingpodintegration,situational
awarenessdatalinkorSADL,GPS-guidedweapons,andupgradedDCpower.Precision
engagementmodifiedaircraftaredesignatedastheA-10C.

TheThunderboltIIcanemployawidevarietyof conventionalmunitions,including
generalpurposebombs,clusterbombunits,laserguidedbombs,jointdirectattackmu-
nitionsorJDAM),windcorrectedmunitionsdispenserorWCMD,AGM-65Maverickand
AIM-9Sidewindermissiles,rockets,illuminationflares,andtheGAU-8/A30mmcannon,
capableof firing3,900roundsperminutetodefeatawidevarietyof targetsincluding
tanks.

Background 
ThefirstproductionA-10AwasdeliveredtoDavis-MonthanAirForceBase,Ariz.,in

October1975.Itwasdesignedspeciallyforthecloseairsupportmissionandhadtheabil-
itytocombinelargemilitaryloads,longloiterandwidecombatradius,whichproved
tobevitalassetstotheUnitedStatesanditsalliesduringOperationDesertStormand
OperationNobleAnvil.

TheupgradedA-10CreachedinitialoperationcapabilityinSeptember2007.Specifi-
callydesignedforcloseairsupport,itscombinationof largeandvariedordnanceload,
longloitertime,accurateweaponsdelivery,austerefieldcapability,andsurvivabilityhas
proveninvaluabletotheUnitedStatesanditsallies.Theaircrafthasparticipatedinop-
erationsDesertStorm,SouthernWatch,ProvideComfort,DesertFox,NobleAnvil,Deny
Flight,DeliberateGuard,AlliedForce,EnduringFreedomandIraqiFreedom.

HH-60G Pave hawk

Mission 
Theprimarymissionof theHH-60GPaveHawkhelicopteristoconductdayornight

personnelrecoveryoperationsintohostileenvironmentstorecoverisolatedpersonnel
duringwar.TheHH-60Gisalsotaskedtoperformmilitaryoperationsotherthanwar,
includingcivilsearchandrescue,medicalevacuation,disasterresponse,humanitarian
assistance,securitycooperation/aviationadvisory,NASAspaceflightsupport,andrescue
commandandcontrol.

Features 
ThePaveHawkisahighlymodifiedversionof theArmyBlackHawkhelicopterwhich

featuresanupgradedcommunicationsandnavigationsuitethatincludesintegratediner-
tialnavigation/globalpositioning/Dopplernavigationsystems,satellitecommunications,
securevoice,andHaveQuickcommunications.

AllHH-60Gshaveanautomaticflightcontrolsystem,nightvisiongoggleswithlighting
andforwardlookinginfraredsystemthatgreatlyenhancesnightlow-leveloperations.Ad-
ditionally,PaveHawkshavecolorweatherradarandanengine/rotorbladeanti-icesystem
thatgivestheHH-60Ganadverseweathercapability.

PaveHawkmissionequipmentincludesaretractablein-flightrefuelingprobe,in-
ternalauxiliaryfueltanks,twocrew-served7.62mmor.50calibermachineguns,andan
8,000-pound(3,600kilograms)capacitycargohook.Toimproveairtransportabilityandship-
boardoperations,allHH-60Gshavefoldingrotorblades.

PaveHawkcombatenhancementsincludearadarwarningreceiver,infraredjammer
andaflare/chaff countermeasuredispensingsystem.

HH-60Grescueequipmentincludesahoistcapableof liftinga600-poundload(270kilo-
grams)fromahoverheightof 200feet(60.7meters),andapersonnellocatingsystemthat
iscompatiblewiththePRC-112survivalradioandprovidesrangeandbearinginformation
toasurvivor’slocation.PaveHawksareequippedwithanover-the-horizontacticaldatare-
ceiverthatiscapableof receivingnearreal-timemissionupdateinformation.

Background 
ThePaveHawkisatwin-enginemedium-lifthelicopteroperatedbyAirCombatCom-

mand,PacificAirForces,AirEducationandTrainingCommand,U.S.AirForcesinEu-
rope,AirNationalGuardandAirForceReserveCommand.PaveHawkshavealonghistory
of useincontingencies,startinginOperationJustCause.DuringOperationDesertStorm
theyprovidedcombatsearchandrescuecoverageforcoalitionforcesinwesternIraq,coast-
alKuwait,thePersianGulf andSaudiArabia.Theyalsoprovidedemergencyevacuation
coverageforU.S.NavySEALteamspenetratingtheKuwaiticoastbeforetheinvasion.

DuringOperationAlliedForce,PaveHawksprovidedcontinuouscombatsearchand
rescuecoverageforNATOairforces,andsuccessfullyrecoveredtwoAirForcepilotswho
wereisolatedbehindenemylines.Intheaircraft’shumanitarianrelief missions,three
PaveHawksdeployedinMarch2000toMozambique,Africa,tosupportinternationalflood
relief operations.TheHH-60sflew240missionsin17daysanddeliveredmorethan160tons
of humanitarianrelief supplies.

AfterHurricaneKatrinainSeptember2005,morethan20active-duty,Reserve,and
NationalGuardPaveHawksweredeployedtoJackson,Miss.,insupportof recoveryoper-
ationsinNewOrleansandsurroundingareas.PaveHawkcrewsflew24-houroperations
fornearlyamonth,savingmorethan4,300Americansfromthepost-hurricanedevastation.
Within24hoursof theearthquakeandtsunamiinJapan,HH-60GsdeployedtosupportOp-
erationTomodachiprovidingsearchandrescuecapabilitytothedisasterrelieve

Today,PaveHawkscontinuetodeployinsupportof operationsinAfghanistan,Iraqand
Libya.HH-60crewshaveaidedhundredsof American,coalition,andforeign-nationalper-
sonnelbyconductingpersonnelrecoveryandmedicalevacuationsorMEDEVACmissions
underlowvisibility,lowilluminationconditionsatallaltitudes.
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23773-1

229-293-0040 • 808 N. Patterson • www.bedsforlessvaldosta.com • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm

WE SUPPORT OUR 

MILITARY MEN 

& WOMEN. Everyday
50 to 70% OFF! 23774-1

Everyday

50 to 70% OFF!

Moody Air Force Base Open House 2017
Directions to Moody AFB:

Driving South I-75:
If you are driving south on I-75, take 
exit 29 to GA Highway 122. Travel 
east on GA Highway 122 through 
Hahira, Ga., toward Lakeland, Ga. 
Drive approximately 11 miles to a 
stop light, turn right (south) onto 
GA Highway 125 (Bemiss Road) and 
travel three miles to the base.

Driving North I-75:
If you are driving north on I-75, take 
exit 16 to U.S. Highway 84. Trav-
el east on Highway 84 (Hill Ave) 
to downtown Valdosta. Turn left 
(north) on GA Highway 7 (Ashley 
Street). Follow Ashley Street north 
to GA Highway 125 (Bemiss Road). 
The extreme right lane of Ashley 
Street will bear off to GA 125 (Be-
miss Road). From this point it is nine 
miles to the base.
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24549-1

Mission 
TheHC-130JreplacesHC-130P/Nsastheonlydedicatedfixed-wingPersonnelRecov-

eryplatformintheAirForceinventory.Itisanextended-rangeversionof theC-130J
Herculestransport.Itsmissionistorapidlydeploytoexecutecombatantcommanderdi-
rectedrecoveryoperationstoaustereairfieldsanddeniedterritoryforexpeditionary,all
weatherpersonnelrecoveryoperationstoincludeairdrop,airland,helicopterair-to-air
refueling,andforwardareagroundrefuelingmissions.Whentasked,theaircraftalso
conductshumanitarianassistanceoperations,disasterresponse,securitycooperation/
aviationadvisory,emergencyaeromedicalevacuation,andnoncombatantevacuation
operations.

Features

ModificationstotheHC-130Jhaveimprovednavigation,threatdetectionandcounter-
measuressystems.Theaircraftfleethasafully-integratedinertialnavigationandglobal
positioningsystems,andnightvisiongoggle,orNVG,compatibleinteriorandexterior
lighting.Italsohasforward-lookinginfrared,radarandmissilewarningreceivers,
chaff andflaredispensers,satelliteanddata-burstcommunications,andtheabilityto
receivefuelinflightviaaUniversalAerialRefuelingReceptacleSlipwayInstallation
(UARRSI).

TheHC-130Jcanflyintheday;however,crewsnormallyflynightatlowtomedium
altitudelevelsincontestedorsensitiveenvironments,bothoverlandoroverwater.
CrewsuseNVGsfortacticalflightprofilestoavoiddetectiontoaccomplishcovertin-
filtration/exfiltrationandtransloadoperations.Toenhancetheprobabilityof mission
successandsurvivabilitynearpopulatedareas,crewsemploytacticsthatincludein-
corporatingnoexternallightingorcommunications,andavoidingradarandweapons
detection.

Dropzoneobjectivesaredoneviapersonneldropsandequipmentdrops.Rescue
bundlesincludeilluminationflares,markersmokesandrescuekits.Helicopterair-to-
airrefuelingcanbeconductedatnight,withblackedoutcommunicationwithuptotwo
simultaneoushelicopters.Additionally,forwardarearefuelingpointoperationscanbe
executedtosupportavarietyof jointandcoalitionpartners.

Background 
TheHC-130Jisaresultof theHC/MC-130recapitalizationprogramandreplaces

AirCombatCommand'sagingHC-130P/Nfleetasthededicatedfixed-wingpersonnel
recoveryplatformintheAirForceinventory.The71stand79thRescueSquadronsin
AirCombatCommand,the550thSpecialOperationsSquadroninAirEducationand
TrainingCommand,the920thRescueGroupinAirForceReserveCommandandthe
106thRescueWing,129thRQWand176thWingintheAirNationalGuardwilloperate
theaircraft.

Firstflightwas29July2010,andtheaircraftwillservethemanyrolesandmissions
of theHC-130P/Ns.ItisamodifiedKC-130Jaircraftdesignedtoconductpersonnelre-
coverymissions,provideacommandandcontrolplatform,in-flight-refuelhelicopters
andcarrysupplementalfuelforextendingrangeorairrefueling.

InApril2006,thepersonnelrecoverymissionwastransferredbacktoAirCombat
CommandatLangleyAFB,Va.From2003to2006,themissionwasundertheAirForce
SpecialOperationsCommandatHurlburtField,Fla.Previously,HC-130swereassigned
toACCfrom1992to2003.TheywerefirstassignedtotheAirRescueServiceaspartof 
MilitaryAirliftCommand.

Hc-130j combat king II

25283-1

MadefamousbytheVietnamWar,theMiG-17Fwastheprimaryenemyaircraft
engagedintheskiesoverVietnambyU.S.aircraft,suchastheA-4,A-7,F-8,B-52,F-100,
F-105anditsprimarynemesis,theF-4PhantomII.

DuringthatwarandupuntiltheF-16enteredservice,itwasthetightest-turning
fighterintheworld.Whenproductionstartedinthe1950s,itsVK-1Fenginemadeitone
of thefirstproductionjetfightersintheworldwithanafterburner.TheMiG-17Fcould
carrybombs,rockets,orextrafueltanksunderitswings.

Initslowernoseitcarriedsomeof thelargestgunseverusedforair-to-aircombat—
two23mmcannonsandone37mmcannon.TheMiG-17F#1611enteredservicewiththe
SovietblocinMarch1960andwasn’twithdrawnfromserviceuntilMay1990.Photosof 
theaircraftinEuropecanbeseenatwww.fighterjets.com.

TheMiG-17Fcanmaintain8gturns(8g=8timestheforceof gravityonthepilot’s
body),attainamaximumspeedof 715mph(Mach1.04)andcanclimbto30,000feetin
only3minutes,withaninitialrateof climbbetterthan14,000feetperminute.

TheMiG-17Fwasaverynimblefighterthatcouldprovedeadlyunlessrespected
whenengagedbypilotswithsuperiortrainingandtacticssuchasthoseusedbytheU.S.
NavyandAirForce.Onemoment’scomplacencywhenfightingagainsttheMiG-17F
couldprovefatal.Itwasflownbyover20countries,threeof whichstillflyit.Becauseof 
itsfamousheritageandgreatmaneuverability,itmakesoneof thebestairshowjetsin
theworld,abletostayinfrontof thefanswhilestillflyingatgreatspeeds.

RandyBall’sMiG-17Fspentalmostfouryearsinrestoration,andisoneof onlya
handfulof vintagejetsflyingtheNorthAmericanairshowcircuit.Ithasanauthentic
paintjobandistheonlyMiGavailableforgrounddisplaywithfullyrestoredguns.
Randy’sMIGhasbeenseenbymillionsof airshowfansacrossNorthAmericaandhas
beenfeaturedinnumerouspublications,appearingont-shirts,newspapers,posters,and
more.Ithasbeenfilmedonseveraloccasionsincludingperformingastheenemyair-
craftwiththeUSAF’sF-4Phantom*fortheDiscoveryChannelandHistoryChannel.To
Keepupwith#1611gotowww.facebook.com/randyball.

mig 17-f
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Jelly Belly Interstate Cadet Flying Comedy Act

About Kent

KentPietschfellinlovewithflyingwhenhewasfouryears-old.Fivedecadeslater,
hispassionhasnotwaned.

Since1973,Kenthasperformedhisincredibleaerobaticroutinesformillionsof peo-
pleatmorethan400showsthathavetakenhimtoqualityvenuesthroughouttheUnited
States.

KentgrewupinMinot,NorthDakota,whereeverydayafterschool,he’dfindaway
togettotheairport,anddowhateverittooktogetintoanairplane.

Whilemostaerobaticperformershaveonebasicprogram,Kentexecutesthreesto-
riedactsthatleavespectatorsmesmerized.Theseincludeadead-stick(turningtheen-
gineoff)routinefrom6,000feetandarooftoplandingonamovingRV!However,Kentis
bestknownforacomedyactthatfeaturesadetachedaileron(wingflap)andamesmer-
izingwingtip-scrapingpassdowntherunwaythatyoumustseetobelieve.WhenKentis
atthecontrolsof hisplane,itisimpossiblenottowatchhimperform.

Kentlovestofly,buttheaudienceisalwayshisnumber-onepriority.“If youcan’ten-
tertain,youhavenobusinessbeingoutthere,”hesaid.“Thegratificationisinknowing
thatpeopleareenjoyingthemselves.”Kent’shumblenatureandwillingnesstointeract
withfansmakehimacrowdfavoritewhereverheperforms.

Hefliesan800-poundInterstateCadetwitha37-footwingspan.Theplane’shorizon-
tallyopposedfour-cylinderenginecangenerate90horsepowerandaG-forceranging
from-3to+5.

P-63 King Cobra
Designedasafollow-ontotheP-39Airacobra,theP-63was

morepowerfulandexcelledinperformanceovertheP-39.The
P-63becamethemostproducedfighterplaneof WorldWarTwo
toneverseecombatwiththeUSArmyAirCorps.Thereasons
forthiscomedownprimarilytotwo,itwasextremelyshort-
ranged(internalfuelsupplywasonly122gallons,enoughtofly
intocombatperhaps,butnotenoughtoreturnanditsperfor-
mancewasnotsuperiortotheP-51Mustangthatwasalreadyin
productionandoperational.WhattheAirForceneededwasa
long-rangedescortfighterwiththespeedandmaneuverability
todefeattheLuftwaffeandescortthebombersof theEighthAir
ForcetoGermany.TheP-63,forallof itssensuouscurves,was
simplyarelativelyfastclimbingpointinterceptor,cramped,ex-
pensivetobuild,withanenginesuperchargerthatwasn’toverly
reliable,anddemandingof moremaintenancethaneitherthe
P-51orP-47.InMay1944,anAirForcereportfromEglinField
concludedthattheP-63initscurrentformcannotbeopera-
tionallysuitablefront-linefighter.“Thus,almostallP-63’swere
senttoRussia,with300beinggiventotheFreeFrench.Inthe
U.S.service,theP-63wasutilisedasa“target”inthelive-firing
Pinballproject,hardlyanauspiciousoccupationforabeautiful
airplane.

Mission 
TheT-6ATexanIIisasingle-engine,two-seatprimarytrainerdesignedtotrainJointPrimaryPilot

Training,orJPPT,studentsinbasicflyingskillscommontoU.S.AirForceandNavypilots.

Features 

ProducedbyRaytheonAircraft,theT-6ATexanIIisamilitarytrainerversionof Raytheon’sBeech/
PilatusPC-9MkII.

Stepped-tandemseatinginthesinglecockpitplacesonecrewmemberinfrontof theother,withthe
studentandinstructorpositionsbeinginterchangeable.Apilotmayalsoflytheaircraftalonefromthe
frontseat.PilotsentertheT-6Acockpitthroughaside-opening,one-piececanopythathasdemonstrated
resistancetobirdstrikesatspeedsupto270knots.

TheT-6AhasaPratt&WhitneyCanadaPT6A-68turbo-propenginethatdelivers1,100horsepower.Be-
causeof itsexcellentthrust-to-weightratio,theaircraftcanperformaninitialclimbof 3,100feet(944.8
meters)perminuteandcanreach18,000feet(5,486.4meters)inlessthansixminutes.

Theaircraftisfullyaerobaticandfeaturesapressurizedcockpitwithananti-Gsystem,ejectionseat
andanadvancedavionicspackagewithsunlight-readableliquidcrystaldisplays.

Background 
Beforebeingformallynamedin1997,theT-6Awasidentifiedina1989Departmentof DefenseTrain-

erAircraftMasterPlanastheaircraftportionof theJointPrimaryAircraftTrainingSystem,orJPATS.
Thesystemincludesasuiteof simulators,trainingdevicesandatrainingintegrationmanagementsys-
tem.

OnFeb.5,1996,RaytheonwasawardedtheJPATSacquisitionandsupportcontracts.Thefirstoper-
ationalT-6AarrivedatRandolphAirForceBase,Texas,inMay2000.Thefullrateproductioncontract
wasawardedinDecember2001.AirForceproductionof theaircraftwascompletedin2010.

TheT-6AisusedtotrainJPPTstudents,providingthebasicskillsnecessarytoprogresstooneof 
fourtrainingtracks:theAirForcebomber-fighterortheNavystriketrack,theAirForceairlift-tanker
orNavymaritimetrack,theAirForceorNavyturboproptrackandtheAirForce-Navyhelicoptertrack.

InstructorpilottrainingintheT-6AbeganatRandolphAFBin2000.JPPTbeganinOctober2001at
MoodyAFB,Ga.,andiscurrentlyatColumbusAFB,Miss.,VanceAFB,Okla,andLaughlinAFBand
SheppardAFBinTexas.

t-6a texan II
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Sheriff Ashley Paulk

tuskegee airmen

History of the Airmen
Therewereonlyahandfulof blackaviatorsintheearly1900s,and

mostwereself-taughtortrainedoverseasbecauseof theseverelack
of opportunitiesforallblackAmericansatthattimeinourcountry.
FamouscivilianblackaviatorslikeEugeneBullard,BessieColeman,
WillaBrown,JamesHermanBanning,JohnC.RobinsonandCornelius
Coffeywereearlypioneersintheindustry,butwerenotallowedtoserve
theircountryasmilitarypilotsbecauseof theirrace.

Likemanyothersinthelate1930s,theindividualswhobecome
knownastheTuskegeeAirmenwerefullof patrioticzealandeagerto
joinmilitaryserviceasthewarinEuropeandAsiaintensified.Whatset
themapartwasthattheyhadthepassionandskilltofighttheenemy
fromtheairaspilots,somethingthatblackAmericanshadneverbeen
allowedtodobefore.Segregationandracismwerestillprofoundlyroot-
edinthecountry,especiallyinthesouthernUnitedStates.BlackAmeri-
cansthatjoinedmilitaryservicewererestrictedastowhatkindof jobs
theycouldhold,andallbranchesof theArmedServiceswerejustas
segregatedasthecivilianworld.Itwasunjustandunfair,and,leftalot
of talentuntappedthatwouldproveimportanttothewareffort.

WhatisknowntodayastheUnitedStatesAirForcewasnotestab-
lisheduntil1947.Leadinguptothewarthatbranchof servicewas
calledtheU.S.ArmyAirCorps(USAAC).ManyblackAmericansap-
pliedtotheUSAAC’sCivilianPilotTrainingPrograminthelate1930s
forflighttraining,butwereinitiallyrejectedbecauseof thecolorof 
theirskin.Atthattime,allbranchesof theU.S.militaryweredeeply
segregatedandwerestillinfluencedbya1925ArmyWarCollegereport
fullof cruelanduntruegeneralizationsaboutthebehaviorof black
menduringwartimeandtheblackraceingeneral.

PresidentFranklinRooseveltissuedtheExecutiveOrder9981:Deseg-
regationof theArmedForces.

PresidentFranklinD.RooseveltwaspetitionedbymanyblackAmeri-
canstoallowthemtoenrollintheCivilianPilotTrainingProgram.

In1940,underpressurefromactivists,thepressandpoliticalgroups,
andrespondingtothecampaignpromisesof PresidentFranklinD.
Roosevelt,theUSAACreverseditspositionandbegantoacceptblack
applicantstotheirflightprograms,andthenextyearcreatedasegregat-
edunitforthesenewaspiringpilots.Theprogramwouldincludeallthe
pilotsandenlistedsupportpersonnelwhowouldgivetheirserviceto
theall-blackunit.

ThenewcadetswhowouldonedaybecalledtheTuskegeeAirmen
weredeterminedtocreatearecordof excellenceduringtheirtraining
andfuturewarservicesotherecouldbenodoubtabouttheirvalueas
patriotsandaviators.Theirabilitytotriumphoveradversityandgo
downinhistoryasextremelyadeptpilotsnotonlyprovedtheirworth,
butcontinuestoinspirefuturegenerationstoriseabovetheirownob-
staclestoachievesuccess.Theywerenotonlypilots–theTuskegeeAir-
menwereacollectivegroupof over14,000menandwomenwhocame
togetherinallthevariousrolesrequiredtoenablethepilotsintheir
history-makingjourney.

In1942,theAfrican-AmericanpaperThePittsburghCouriercalled
foradoublevictorycampaign,victoryinthefightagainstfascism
abroadandvictoryinthefightagainstracismathome.Inadditionto
theirwarservice,thesuccessof theTuskegeeAirmenintheCivilian
PilotTrainingProgramandintheU.S.ArmyAirCorpsplayedaleading
roleinthedesegregationof theU.S.ArmedForcesin1948,settingthe
stageforfurthercivilrightslawsandsocialjusticeforblackAmericans
inthedecadestocome.

f-22 raptor
Mission

TheF-22RaptoristheAirForce’snewestfighteraircraft.Itscombinationof stealth,
supercruise,maneuverability,andintegratedavionics,coupledwithimprovedsup-
portability,representsanexponentialleapinwarfightingcapabilities.TheRaptorper-
formsbothair-to-airandair-to-groundmissionsallowingfullrealizationof operational
conceptsvitaltothe21stcenturyAirForce.TheF-22,acriticalcomponentof theGlobal
StrikeTaskForce,isdesignedtoprojectairdominance,rapidlyandatgreatdistances
anddefeatthreatsattemptingtodenyaccesstoournation’sAirForce,Army,Navyand
MarineCorps.TheF-22cannotbematchedbyanyknownorprojectedfighteraircraft.

Features
Acombinationof sensorcapability,integratedavionics,situationalawareness,and

weaponsprovidesfirst-killopportunityagainstthreats.TheF-22possessesasophisticat-
edsensorsuiteallowingthepilottotrack,identify,shootandkillair-to-airthreatsbefore
beingdetected.Significantadvancesincockpitdesignandsensorfusionimprovethepi-
lot’ssituationalawareness.Intheair-to-airconfigurationtheRaptorcarriessixAIM-120
AMRAAMsandtwoAIM-9Sidewinders.

TheF-22hasasignificantcapabilitytoattacksurfacetargets.Intheair-to-ground
configurationtheaircraftcancarrytwo1,000-poundGBU-32JointDirectAttackMu-
nitionsinternallyandwilluseon-boardavionicsfornavigationandweaponsdelivery
support.Inthefutureair-to-groundcapabilitywillbeenhancedwiththeadditionof an
upgradedradaranduptoeightsmalldiameterbombs.TheRaptorwillalsocarrytwo
AIM-120sandtwoAIM-9sintheair-to-groundconfiguration.

Advancesinlow-observabletechnologiesprovidesignificantlyimprovedsurvivabili-
tyandlethalityagainstair-to-airandsurface-to-airthreats.TheF-22bringsstealthinto
theday,enablingitnotonlytoprotectitself butotherassets.

TheF-22enginesproducemorethrustthananycurrentfighterengine.Thecombi-
nationof sleekaerodynamicdesignandincreasedthrustallowstheF-22tocruiseatsu-
personicairspeeds(greaterthan1.5Mach)withoutusingafterburner acharacteristic
knownassupercruise.SupercruisegreatlyexpandstheF-22‘soperatingenvelopein
bothspeedandrangeovercurrentfighters,whichmustusefuel-consumingafterburner
tooperateatsupersonicspeeds.

ThesophisticatedF-22aerodesign,advancedflightcontrols,thrustvectoring,and
highthrust-to-weightratioprovidethecapabilitytooutmaneuverallcurrentandpro-
jectedaircraft.TheF-22designhasbeenextensivelytestedandrefinedaerodynamically
duringthedevelopmentprocess.

TheF-22’scharacteristicsprovideasynergisticeffectensuringF-22Alethality
againstalladvancedairthreats.Thecombinationof stealth,integratedavionicsandsu-
percruisedrasticallyshrinkssurface-to-airmissileengagementenvelopesandminimiz-
esenemycapabilitiestotrackandengagetheF-22.Thecombinationof reducedobserv-
abilityandsupercruiseaccentuatestheadvantageof surpriseinatacticalenvironment.

TheF-22willhavebetterreliabilityandmaintainabilitythananyfighteraircraftin
history.IncreasedF-22reliabilityandmaintainabilitypaysoff inlessmanpowerre-
quiredtofixtheaircraftandtheabilitytooperatemoreefficiently.

Background
TheAdvancedTacticalFighterenteredtheDemonstrationandValidationphasein

1986.Theprototypeaircraft(YF-22andYF-23)bothcompletedtheirfirstflightsinlate
1990.UltimatelytheYF-22wasselectedasbestof thetwoandtheengineeringandman-
ufacturingdevelopmenteffortbeganin1991withdevelopmentcontractstoLockheed/
Boeing(airframe)andPratt&Whitney(engines).EMDincludedextensivesubsystem
andsystemtestingaswellasflighttestingwithnineaircraftatEdwardsAirForceBase,
Calif.ThefirstEMDflightwasin1997andatthecompletionof itsflighttestlifethisair-
craftwasusedforlive-firetesting.

Theprogramreceivedapprovaltoenterlowrateinitialproductionin2001.Initialop-
erationalandtestevaluationbytheAirForceOperationalTestandEvaluationCenter
wassuccessfullycompletedin2004.Basedonmaturityof designandotherfactorsthe
programreceivedapprovalforfullrateproductionin2005.AirEducationandTraining
Command,AirCombatCommandandPacificAirForcesaretheprimaryAirForce
organizationsflyingtheF-22.TheaircraftdesignationwastheF/A-22forashorttime
beforebeingrenamedF-22AinDecember2005.
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Mission
TheF-16FightingFalconisacompact,multi-rolefighteraircraft.Itishighlymaneu-

verableandhasprovenitself inair-to-aircombatandair-to-surfaceattack.Itprovides
arelativelylow-cost,high-performanceweaponsystemfortheUnitedStatesandallied
nations.

Features
Inanaircombatrole,theF-16’smaneuverabilityandcombatradius(distanceitcan

flytoenteraircombat,stay,fightandreturn)exceedthatof allpotentialthreatfighter
aircraft.Itcanlocatetargetsinallweatherconditionsanddetectlowflyingaircraftin
radargroundclutter.Inanair-to-surfacerole,theF-16canflymorethan500miles(860
kilometers),deliveritsweaponswithsuperioraccuracy,defenditself againstenemyair-
craft,andreturntoitsstartingpoint.Anall-weathercapabilityallowsittoaccurately
deliverordnanceduringnon-visualbombingconditions.

IndesigningtheF-16,advancedaerospacescienceandprovenreliablesystemsfrom
otheraircraftsuchastheF-15andF-111wereselected.Thesewerecombinedtosimplify
theairplaneandreduceitssize,purchaseprice,maintenancecostsandweight.The
lightweightof thefuselageisachievedwithoutreducingitsstrength.Withafullload
of internalfuel,theF-16canwithstanduptonineG’s ninetimestheforceof gravity

whichexceedsthecapabilityof othercurrentfighteraircraft.
Thecockpitanditsbubblecanopygivethepilotunobstructedforwardandupward

vision,andgreatlyimprovedvisionoverthesideandtotherear.Theseat-backangle
wasexpandedfromtheusual13degreesto30degrees,increasingpilotcomfortand
gravityforcetolerance.Thepilothasexcellentflightcontrolof theF-16throughits“fly-
by-wire”system.Electricalwiresrelaycommands,replacingtheusualcablesandlink-
agecontrols.Foreasyandaccuratecontrolof theaircraftduringhighG-forcecombat
maneuvers,asidestickcontrollerisusedinsteadof theconventionalcenter-mounted
stick.Handpressureonthesidestickcontrollersendselectricalsignalstoactuatorsof 
flightcontrolsurfacessuchasaileronsandrudder.

Avionicssystemsincludeahighlyaccurateenhancedglobalpositioningandinertial
navigationsystems,orEGI,inwhichcomputersprovidesteeringinformationtothepi-
lot.TheplanehasUHFandVHFradiosplusaninstrumentlandingsystem.Italsohasa
warningsystemandmodularcountermeasurepodstobeusedagainstairborneorsur-
faceelectronicthreats.Thefuselagehasspaceforadditionalavionicssystems.

Background
TheF-16A,asingle-seatmodel,firstflewinDecember1976.Thefirstoperational

F-16AwasdeliveredinJanuary1979tothe388thTacticalFighterWingatHillAirForce
Base,Utah.

TheF-16B,atwo-seatmodel,hastandemcockpitsthatareaboutthesamesizeas
theoneintheAmodel.Itsbubblecanopyextendstocoverthesecondcockpit.Tomake
roomforthesecondcockpit,theforwardfuselagefueltankandavionicsgrowthspace
werereduced.Duringtraining,theforwardcockpitisusedbyastudentpilotwithan
instructorpilotintherearcockpit.

AllF-16sdeliveredsinceNovember1981havebuilt-instructuralandwiringprovi-
sionsandsystemsarchitecturethatpermitexpansionof themultiroleflexibilitytoper-
formprecisionstrike,nightattackandbeyond-visual-rangeinterceptionmissions.This
improvementprogramledtotheF-16CandF-16Daircraft,whicharethesingle-andtwo-
placecounterpartstotheF-16A/B,andincorporatethelatestcockpitcontrolanddisplay
technology.AllactiveunitsandmanyAirNationalGuardandAirForceReserveunits
haveconvertedtotheF-16C/D.

TheF-16wasbuiltunderanunusualagreementcreatingaconsortiumbetween
theUnitedStatesandfourNATOcountries:Belgium,Denmark,theNetherlandsand
Norway.ThesecountriesjointlyproducedwiththeUnitedStatesaninitial348F-16s
fortheirairforces.FinalairframeassemblylineswerelocatedinBelgiumandthe
Netherlands.Theconsortium’sF-16sareassembledfromcomponentsmanufacturedin
allfivecountries.Belgiumalsoprovidesfinalassemblyof theF100engineusedinthe
EuropeanF-16s.Recently,Portugaljoinedtheconsortium.Thelong-termbenefitsof this
programwillbetechnologytransferamongthenationsproducingtheF-16,andacom-
mon-useaircraftforNATOnations.Thisprogramincreasesthesupplyandavailability
of repairpartsinEuropeandimprovestheF-16’scombatreadiness.

U.S.AirForceF-16multirolefightersweredeployedtothePersianGulf in1991in
supportof OperationDesertStorm,wheremoresortieswereflownthanwithanyother
aircraft.Thesefighterswereusedtoattackairfields,militaryproductionfacilities,Scud
missilessitesandavarietyof othertargets.

DuringOperationAlliedForce,U.S.AirForceF-16multirolefightersflewavariety
of missionstoincludesuppressionof enemyairdefense,offensivecounterair,defensive
counterair,closeairsupportandforwardaircontrollermissions.Missionresultswere
outstandingasthesefightersdestroyedradarsites,vehicles,tanks,MiGsandbuildings.

SinceSept.11,2001,theF-16hasbeenamajorcomponentof thecombatforcescom-
mittedtothewaronterrorismflyingthousandsof sortiesinsupportof operationsNo-
bleEagle(HomelandDefense),EnduringFreedominAfghanistanandIraqiFreedom24733-1
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t-38 talon f-16 fighting falcon

Mission 
TheT-38Talonisatwin-engine,high-altitude,supersonicjettrainerusedinavari-

etyof rolesbecauseof itsdesign,economyof operations,easeof maintenance,high
performanceandexceptionalsafetyrecord.AirEducationandTrainingCommandis
theprimaryuserof theT-38forjointspecializedundergraduatepilottraining.AirCom-
batCommand,AirForceMaterielCommandandtheNationalAeronauticsandSpace
AdministrationalsousetheT-38Ainvariousroles.

Features
TheT-38hassweptwings,astreamlinedfuselageandtricyclelandinggearwitha

steerablenosewheel.Twoindependenthydraulicsystemspowertheailerons,rudder
andotherflightcontrolsurfaces.Criticalaircraftcomponentsarewaisthighandcanbe
easilyreachedbymaintenancecrews.

TheT-38Cincorporatesa“glasscockpit”withintegratedavionicsdisplays,head-up
displayandanelectronic“nodropbomb”scoringsystem.TheAT-38Bhasagunsight
andpracticebombdispenser.

TheT-38needsaslittleas2,300feet(695.2meters)of runwaytotakeoff andcan
climbfromsealeveltonearly30,000feet(9,068meters)inoneminute.T-38smodifiedby
thepropulsionmodernizationprogramhaveapproximately19percentmorethrust,re-
ducingtakeoff distanceby9percent.

Theinstructorandstudentsitintandemonrocket-poweredejectionseatsinapres-
surized,air-conditionedcockpit.

Background 
AirEducationandTrainingCommandusestheT-38Ctopreparepilotsforfront-line

fighterandbomberaircraftsuchastheF-15EStrikeEagle,F-15CEagle,F-16Fighting
Falcon,B-1BLancer,A-10ThunderboltandF-22Raptor.

TheTalonfirstflewin1959.Morethan1,100weredeliveredtotheAirForcebetween
1961and1972whenproductionended.AstheT-38fleethasaged,specificairframe,en-
gineandsystemcomponentshavebeenmodifiedorreplaced.PacerClassicisthename
giventoasustainmentprogramthatintegratesessentialmodifications,andincludes
majorstructuralreplacementsintooneprocess.

AETCbeganreceivingT-38Cmodelsin2001aspartof theAvionicsUpgradePro-
gram.T-38Cmodelswillalsoundergoapropulsionmodernizationprogramwhich
replacesmajorenginecomponentstoenhancereliabilityandmaintainability,andan
engineinlet/injectormodificationtoincreaseavailabletakeoff thrust.Theseupgrades
andmodifications,withthePacerClassicprogram,shouldextendtheservicelifeof 
T-38sto2020.

AdvancedJSUPTstudentsflytheT-38Cinaerobatics,formation,night,instrument
andcross-countrynavigationtraining.

TestpilotsandflighttestengineersaretrainedinT-38sattheU.S.AirForceTestPi-
lotSchoolatEdwardsAirForceBase,Calif.AirForceMaterielCommandusestheT-38
totestexperimentalequipmentsuchaselectricalandweaponsystems.

PilotsfrommostNorthAtlanticTreatyOrganizationcountriestrainintheT-38at
SheppardAFB,Texas,throughtheEuro-NATOJointJetPilotTrainingProgram.

TheNationalAeronauticsandSpaceAdministrationusesT-38aircraftastrainers
forastronautsandasobserversandchaseplanesonprogramssuchasthespaceshuttle.
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Mission
TheC-17GlobemasterIIIisthenewest,mostflexiblecargoaircrafttoentertheairlift

force.TheC-17iscapableof rapidstrategicdeliveryof troopsandalltypesof cargoto
mainoperatingbasesordirectlytoforwardbasesinthedeploymentarea.Theaircraft
canperformtacticalairliftandairdropmissionsandcantransportlittersandambulato-
rypatientsduringaeromedicalevacuationswhenrequired.Theinherentflexibilityand
performanceof theC-17forceimprovetheabilityof thetotalairliftsystemtofulfillthe
worldwideairmobilityrequirementsof theUnitedStates.

Theultimatemeasureof airlifteffectivenessistheabilitytorapidlyprojectandsus-
tainaneffectivecombatforceclosetoapotentialbattlearea.ThreatstoU.S.interests
havechangedinrecentyears,andthesizeandweightof U.S.-mechanizedfirepowerand
equipmenthavegrowninresponsetoimprovedcapabilitiesof potentialadversaries.
Thistrendhassignificantlyincreasedairmobilityrequirements,particularlyinthe
areaof largeorheavyoutsizecargo.Asaresult,newerandmoreflexibleairliftaircraft
areneededtomeetpotentialarmedcontingencies,peacekeepingorhumanitarianmis-
sionsworldwide.TheC-17iscapableof meetingtoday’sdemandingairliftmissions.

Features
Reliabilityandmaintainabilityaretwooutstandingbenefitsof theC-17system.

Currentoperationalrequirementsimposedemandingreliabilityandmaintainability.
Theserequirementsincludeanaircraftmissioncompletionsuccessprobabilityrateof 
92percent,only20aircraftmaintenanceman-hoursperflyinghour,andfullandpartial
missionavailabilityratesof 74.7and82.5percent,respectively.TheBoeingwarranty
assuresthesefigureswillbemet.

TheC-17measures174feetlong(53meters)withawingspanof 169feet,10inches
(51.75meters).Theaircraftispoweredbyfour,fullyreversible,FederalAviationAdmin-
istration-certifiedF117-PW-100engines(themilitarydesignationforthecommercial
Pratt&WhitneyPW2040),currentlyusedontheBoeing757.Eachengineisratedat
40,440poundsof thrust.Thethrustreversersdirecttheflowof airupwardandforward
toavoidingestionof dustanddebris.Maximumusehasbeenmadeof commercialoff-
the-shelf equipment,includingAirForce-standardizedavionics.

Theaircraftisoperatedbyacrewof three(pilot,co-pilotandloadmaster),reducing
manpowerrequirements,riskexposureandlong-termoperatingcosts.Cargoisloaded
ontotheC-17throughalargeaftdoorthataccommodatesmilitaryvehiclesandpallet-
izedcargo.TheC-17cancarryvirtuallyallof theArmy’sair-transportableequipment.

Maximumpayloadcapacityof theC-17is170,900pounds(77,519kilograms),andits
maximumgrosstakeoff weightis585,000pounds(265,352kilograms).Withapayloadof 
169,000pounds(76,657kilograms)andaninitialcruisealtitudeof 28,000feet(8,534me-
ters),theC-17hasanunrefueledrangeof approximately2,400nauticalmiles.Itscruise
speedisapproximately450knots(.74Mach).TheC-17isdesignedtoairdrop102para-
troopersandequipment.

Thedesignof theaircraftallowsittooperatethroughsmall,austereairfields.The
C-17cantakeoff andlandonrunwaysasshortas3,500feet(1,064meters)andonly90
feetwide(27.4meters).Evenonsuchnarrowrunways,theC-17canturnaroundusinga
three-pointstarturnanditsbackingcapability.

Background
TheC-17madeitsmaidenflightonSept.15,1991,andthefirstproductionmodelwas

deliveredtoCharlestonAirForceBase,nowknownasJointBaseCharleston,S.C.,on
June14,1993.Thefirstsquadronof C-17s,the17thAirliftSquadron,wasdeclaredop-
erationallyreadyJan.17,1995.TheAirForceoriginallyprogrammedtobuy120C-17s.
Currentbudgetplansincreasedthetotalnumberto223aircraft.

TheC-17isoperatedbyAirMobilityCommandatTravisAFB,Calif.;DoverAFB,
Del.;JointBaseLewis-McChord,Wash.;JointBaseCharleston,S.C.,andJointBaseMc-
Guire-Dix-Lakehurst,N.J.

TheAirNationalGuardfliesC-17sfromthe172dAirliftWing,Jackson,Miss.,andthe
105thAirliftWing,StewartANGB,N.Y.Additionally,AirForceMaterielCommandoper-
atestwoC-17satEdwardsAFB,Calif.,andPacificAirForcesoperatesaircraftatJoint
BaseElmendorf-Richardson,Alaska,andJointBasePearlHarbor-Hickam,Hawaii.

TheAirForceReserveCommandoperatesaircraftatMarchAirReserveBase,Calif.,
andWrightPattersonAFB,Ohio.AirEducationandTrainingCommandhas17aircraft
atAltusAFB,Okla.

Mission 
TheT-1AJayhawkisamedium-range,twin-enginejettrainerusedintheadvanced

phaseof specializedundergraduatepilottrainingforstudentsselectedtoflyairliftor
tankeraircraft.ItisalsousedtosupportnavigatortrainingfortheU.S.AirForce,Navy,
MarineCorpsandinternationalservices.

Features
Theswept-wingT-1Aisamilitaryversionof theBeech400A.Ithascockpitseating

foraninstructorandtwostudentsandispoweredbytwinturbofanenginescapableof 
anoperatingspeedof 538mph.TheT-1Adiffersfromitscommercialcounterpartwith
structuralenhancementsthatprovideforincreasedbirdstrikeresistanceandanaddi-
tionalfuselagefueltank.

Background 
ThefirstT-1AwasdeliveredtoReeseAirForceBase,Texas,inJanuary1992,andstu-

denttrainingbeganin1993.
Startingin1993,undergraduatepilotswhohavegraduatedfromtheirprimaryair-

crafthaveproceededtospecializedtrainingtailoredfortheirfollow-onassignments.The
T-1Aisusedinadvancedtrainingforstudentsidentifiedtogointoairliftortankerair-
craft.ThoseselectedforbombersandfightersreceivetheiradvancedintheT-38.

TheT-1AisusedatColumbusAFB,Miss.,LaughlinAFB,Texas,andVanceAFB,
Okla.ItisalsousedatRandolphAFB,Texas,totraininstructorpilotsandatNavalAir
StationPensacola,Fla.,forcombatsystemsofficertraining.
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