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SPACE
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A Living River

After a series of
unexpected diﬃculties,
the University of Arizonaled OSIRIS-REx spacecraft
has successfully captured
a sample of the surface of
an asteroid more than 200
million miles away. Read
more on page 8.
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Ducey: ‘Storm ahead’ with rising COVID cases
Nicole Ludden
Tucson Local Media

G

ov. Doug Ducey and Arizona Department of
Health Services Director
Dr. Cara Christ provided
a COVID-19 update at a press
conference last week amid rising cases throughout the state.
On Oct. 29, the Arizona
Department of Health Services
reported 1,315 new COVID-19
cases throughout the state, with

a percent positivity of 9.7%.
Pima County reported 105
new COVID-19 cases on Oct.
29 and now has recorded 28,067
of Arizona’s 242,480 total positive cases.
“The recent increase in cases has resulted in an increase in
the COVID-19 rates in many
counties,” Christ said at the Oct.
29 press conference. “At the Arizona Department of Health
Services, we remain on high
alert. We’ve worked to contain

COVID-19 from all angles, and
we continue to take further action in light of recent increases.”
Although Ducey acknowledged Arizona’s rising coronavirus numbers, he said in comparison to other states, “we’re
not in that zone that we’re seeing in other places.”
“We do see this rising in different parts of the country, our
expectation in Arizona has
See Ducey: RISING COVID, P14

COVID contact
tracing eﬀorts
hampered by lack of
positive respondees
Nicole Ludden
Tucson Local Media

Y

ou may want to check twice before
ignoring that call from a mysterious
number.
The Pima County Health Department is calling those who have tested positive for COVID-19 or who have potentially been exposed to someone with the
virus, reaching out to possible contacts in
a process known as contact tracing.
The department’s contact tracing teams
call from two diﬀerent numbers: (833)
771-XXXX or (520) 724-XXXX. The last
four digits will vary between callers.
The health department has 18 case investors calling those who test positive and
70 contract tracers reaching out to those
listed as having in-person contact with
someone who tested positive for COVID-19. They assess symptoms, give quarantine instructions and provide guidance
on what to do if one does experience
symptoms.
The department won’t release the
name of the positive tester—so if you get
the call from a contact tracer, you’ll only
know who may have exposed you to the
virus if that person tells you.
The department encourages those who
test positive to inform their recent contacts on their own, and according to Matt
Christenberry, an epidemiologist at the
Pima County Health Department and
See COVID TRACING, P12

