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A Savory Sensation
Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance festival
exemplifies the local food scene |Page 20
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Editor’s Note

The Canyon del Oro
High School Academic
Decathlon
team
recently secured its
18th
consecutive
regional championship
after competing in the
Region III competition
over the weekend. The
Dorados’ team score
is among the Top 20
in the nation, and the
team will compete in
the state ﬁnals March
8 and 9.
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20th anniversary
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How the Tucson Gem and
Mineral Show grew over 65 years
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hat began as a small
showcase at an elementary school now brings
Tucson an estimated $120
million annually—but how? The
$

480,000

12735 N Piping Rock Road, Oro Valley, AZ 85755

Exceptional
3BD/3BA (2,671
sq ft)+ den home
with private
casita, Fabulous
TV\U[HPU]PL^Z5V
neighbors behind
ensuring privacy.

Tucson Gem and Mineral Show
celebrates its 65th anniversary this
year, and with it, the City of Tucson expects over 60,000 visitors
from out of town during the surrounding three weeks.
“The scale of it is so signiﬁcant
$

353,000

64232 E Orangewood Lane, Saddlebrooke, AZ

for the city,” said Dan Gibson, director of communications for Visit
Tucson, “It’s almost like Tucson’s
Super Bowl.”
Colloquially called “the gem
See GEM, P12
SaddleBrooke
SP]PUNH[P[ZÄULZ[
Exceptional home
plus lovely guest
casita located
on the golf
course. 3BD/3BA
(2,032sqft)
Barcelona model.

WATER

Arizona
lawmakers
agree on
crucial drought
contingency
plan
Lauren Schieler
Cronkite News
Special to Tucson Local Media

A

rizona lawmakers beat a midnight deadline set by the federal
government by just a few hours
Thursday, Jan. 31, agreeing on
a plan to balance drought and water
supplies in the Colorado River Basin.
The goal is to keep water levels
in Lake Mead from plummeting so
low there wouldn’t be enough water
for the millions of people throughout the Southwest depending on it.
For Arizona, that could mean losing
about a seventh of the state’s annual
water allotment to the Central Arizona Project, which provides much of
the state’s water.
Although Arizona has signed oﬀ
on the drought contingency plan,
California’s Imperial Irrigation District may delay the basin-wide deal.
According to the Desert Sun, the district wants $200 million to restore the
See DROUGHT, P13
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