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T
he Arizona Department of 
Transportation is currently ex-
amining construction bids for 
the Ruthrauff  Road and Inter-

state 10 traffi  c interchange. All con-
tractors’ bids have been submitted, 
and now it’s just a matter of selecting 
the right one for the job. ADOT ex-
pects to select a bid later this month. 

� e Interstate 10/Ruthrauff  
Road traffi  c interchange will be re-
constructed to lower I-10 to run 
beneath Ruthrauff , and raise Ruth-
rauff  Road to go over Davis Avenue/
Highway Drive, as well as the Union 
Pacifi c Railroad. � e reconstruction 
will also widen I-10 to four lanes in 
each direction, and widen Ruth-
rauff  to two lanes in each direction. 

Due to the nature and location 
of the construction, the inter-
change work is being compared to 
the recently completed Ina Road
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Making connections to prevent veteran suicide
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Marana football head coach 
Louie Ramirez works on ball 
handling drills with one of his 
players one day before facing 
Nogales High School to end 
the regular season. The Lions 
picked up their first win of the 
season against the Apaches, 
and have plenty of lessons 
to take away from a difficult 
season. Read more on page 
26.

Logan Burtch-Buus

I
n 2004, Sergeant Daniel Somers 
was deployed to Iraq with the Na-
tional Guard as part of a Tactical 
Human Intelligence Team. � ere, 

he served in over 400 combat mis-
sions. 

A� er his second deploy-
ment, Daniel was diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder, a 

traumatic brain injury suff ered 
during combat and several other 
medical issues.

Nearly a decade a� er he joined 
the military, 30-year-old Daniel died 
from a self-infl icted gunshot wound 
to the head, down the street from his 
home in Phoenix.

His carefully written suicide note 
detailed the exact reasons why he 
decided to take his own life. He ex-
pressed remorse over the lives he 

took in combat, frustration with the 
Department of Veterans Aff airs that 
failed him in his time of need, and 
questioned the lack of federal action 
on a widespread issue that causes 22 
veterans to die by suicide every day.

Daniel’s parents, Howard and Jean 
Somers, used his fi nal message as in-
structions for what to do next. Since 
their son died in 2013, the couple
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