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$370,000 3BD/2BA + Den 
(2,287 sq ft) 
contemporary on 
cul-de-sac lot. 

with large yard.

$347,000

2017 W Silver Rose Pl, Oro Valley, AZ 85737115 E Brearly Dr, Oro Valley, AZ 85737

A
lmost 20 years ago, the Town 
of Marana leased 2,400 acres 
of pristine desert from the 
Arizona State Land Depart-

ment.
� is rectangular parcel, known 

as the Tortolita Preserve, is home 
to a variety of desert fl ora and fau-
na, notably the cactus ferruginous 
pygmy-owl, lesser long-nosed bat 
and many ironwood trees and 
saguaro cacti. Located directly 
southwest of the Ritz Carlton re-
sort and Dove Mountain residen-
tial community, the area is also a 
popular hiking destination.

Marana’s lease on the preserve 
expires in 2099, and payments 
are set to increase every fi ve years 
by 10 percent or the Consumer 
Price Index, whichever is higher. 
� e town’s 2019 lease payment is 
nearly $575,000. By the end of the 
lease, staff  estimate the cost to rise 
over $2.6 million.

 Kathleen B. Kunz
Tucson Local Media
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 Marana negotiating 

Tortolita Preserve’s 

future

Sun Sounds: Stewards of the written word

T
he airwaves of Tucson are 
home to a special kind of vol-
unteer, one who is passionate 
about reading, and equally 

passionate about helping those 
who cannot. Sun Sounds of Arizo-
na is a radio station that provides 
audio access to print information, 
such as newspapers and short sto-
ries, to people who cannot read or 

hold print material due to a dis-
ability. � is service is available via 
three affi  liate stations in Tucson, 
Tempe and Flagstaff , and covers a 
wide range of content for a wide 
range of listeners.

In 1979, Sun Sounds began 
serving the audiences of Marico-
pa County. By 1985, it launched 
its fi rst affi  liate station in Tucson. 
Aside from a small administrative 
staff , Sun Sounds is entirely volun-
teer-based. � e station volunteers 

read local news publications such 
as the Arizona Daily Star, Green 
Valley News and Tucson Weekly; 
as well as national publications 
like the Wall Street Journal and 
USA Today. 

Much like their listeners, Sun 
Sounds’ interests don’t stop at 
news. Readers host shows about 
literary short stories and mysteries 
as well. 

See SUN SOUNDS, P12 See TORTOLITA, P11
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Domestic Violence Awareness
Recognizing survivors and awarding teachers for their 
inclusive classrooms  | Page 4

CROSSES FOR 

A CAUSE

In his father’s fabrication 
shop, Camden Garcia makes 
elaborate steel crosses and 
sells them to raise funds for 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 
Since starting in 2007, Garcia 
estimates he and his father 
have raised approximately 
$8,000 from the sales. Each 
cross also comes with a note 
detailing when Make-A-Wish 
helped Garcia when he was 
young. Read more on page 17.
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