
M
embers of the Tucson City 
Council signed off  on a 
preliminary agreement for 
a proposed hotel and ca-

sino on land owned by the Pascua 
Yaqui tribe last Tuesday a� ernoon.  

� e 14.38-acre development, 
which would be located where once 
stood an old movie theater near the 
intersection of Grant Road and In-
terstate 10, would allow the tribe to 
build a hotel and casino on the site. 

� e tribe has owned the parcel 
since the theater closed in 2011, 
and has long sought to build on the 
property, which is located within 
the traditional Yaqui neighborhood 
of Old Pascua Village.

� e tribe and the city have struck 
an Intergovernmental Agreement, 
which includes a set of stipulations 
for both parties, including for which 
city services the property would be 
eligible, and how the property 
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UA recounts NASA work on eve of Apollo anniversary
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From left to right: Dylan 
Cook, Kevin Oldaker, Kevin 
Stevenson and Caleb Peterson 
take a break from repainting 
the mural at Mesa Verde 
Elementary School. The effort 
is Peterson’s Eagle Scout 
project, and was accomplished 
with the help of plenty of 
friends and family. See page 4.
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F
i� y years ago, Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin became the 
fi rst humans to ever set foot 
on the moon while 600 million 

people watched from Earth, and 
astronaut Michael Collins dri� ed 
quietly overhead. But what does 
that have to do with Tucson? As it 

turns out, quite a lot. 
� roughout the decade before the 

Apollo 11 mission, researchers at the 
University of Arizona studied and 
mapped the lunar surface, eventually 
creating the fi rst atlases of the moon. 
It was these same maps NASA used 
to decide where to land and which 
direction to send their astronauts 
once they took those famous fi rst 
steps. Gerard Kuiper, regarded as the 

“father of modern-day planetary sci-
ence”, led the UA moon-mappers and 
established the university’s Lunar and 
Planetary Laboratory.

Kuiper and his team created four 
atlases, culminating in the 1967 “Con-
solidated Lunar Atlas.” � is atlas was 
created by photographing the moon’s 
“terminator,” the strip on the moon 
caught between light and dark where 
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Pens and Pencils
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