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A
� er two months of silence, 
the Arizona State Land De-
partment reached out to the 
Town of Oro Valley express-

ing interest in resuming negotia-
tions over an 885-acre parcel of 
State Trust land to the west of the 
town’s boundaries.

For about nine years, the town 
has been in talks with State Land 
to annex and eventually devel-
op the property, which is split 
into two sections on either side 
of West Tangerine Road between 
North � ornydale Road and West 
Shannon Road. It’s bordered by 
Marana’s jurisdiction to the west, 
Oro Valley to the east and unin-
corporated Pima County to the 
north and south.

In late July, State Land’s Direc-
tor of Strategic Projects Wesley 
Mehl wrote a letter to Mayor Joe
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Marana council considering sales tax increase
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Wilson K-8 School Assistant 
Principal  Tim Ripp had his hair 
cut into a mohawk and spray 
painted pink by local barber 
Joe Madrid after students at 
his school raised more than 
$41,000 during a recent 
fundraiser.

Cynthia Washinton, Amphi Public Schools

I
n an eff ort to maintain “contin-
ued, unhindered growth,” the 
Marana mayor and council are 
considering enacting a new sales 

tax increase to provide additional 
funding for several multi-million 
dollar infrastructure projects.

Yiannis Kalaitzidis, Marana’s 

fi nance director, recently told the 
council current funding sources 
are not meeting their needs. � ese 
funding sources, such as grants, 
are limited and always in compe-
tition with other municipalities. 
More sales tax revenue would in-
crease the town’s ability to pay for 
projects they have in the pipeline.

� ese new projects, Kalaitzidis 
said, will ensure the town is well-

equipped to manage its increasing 
population and maintain older ex-
isting infrastructure for safety. � e 
Town of Marana has been deemed 
one of the fastest growing munici-
palities in Arizona.

Kalaitzidis also said it’s not 
“practical” to expect developers 
to pay for those infrastructure up-
grades on their own.
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