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M
arana Town Manager Gil-
bert Davidson loved grow-
ing up in small, rural Will-
cox. He learned what it 

means to really know your neigh-
bors and be a part of a community, 
solving problems together.

“That experience is carried 
with me in the importance of 
relationships, working with peo-
ple and being pragmatic about 
things,” he said. 

He was out with his parents 

filling sandbags in front of busi-
nesses and neighbors’ houses 
during the “floods of 1983,” the 
largest recorded floods in this 
region. Thirteen people died and 
over 1,000 homes were destroyed.

After college, Davidson worked 
for the University of Arizona for a 
few years, under Joel Valdez, who 
was the former city manager of 
Tucson. To Davidson, hearing his 
boss’ stories about being city man-
ager seemed like the perfect mix of 
business and politics.

“It really kinda got me think-
ing about that as a possible ca-

reer,” Davidson said. “And this job 
is really the best of both worlds. 
You get to actually take govern-
ment—the politics of things, of 
where people want a community 
to go—but then run it efficiently 
and effectively like a business.”

Davidson and his wife Paige 
have a 4-year-old daughter named 
Annie. He served as city manager 
in Willcox, before taking over as 
Marana’s deputy town manager 
for three years. And he took up 
his post as Marana town manager 
in 2008. 

After 9 years on the job, Marana 
town manager looks back
Danyelle Khmara
Tucson Local Media
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P
atricia  Wheeler needed a skel-
eton.

She had just inherited an 
anatomy class at Palo Verde 

High School where she taught, and 
the model skeleton the classroom 
was equipped with was falling apart.

John Mandolini, the coordinator 
of Rotary LOCAL, a program run 
by the Rincon Rotary, had a skele-
ton sitting ten feet from his desk at 
work. When Mandolini’s radiologist 
boss, Phillip Berman, died, he had left 
behind the human skeleton that he 
used in his medical practices. Man-
dolini approached Berman’s widow, 
Judy Berman, who said her husband 
would love for the skeleton to go to 
a high school classroom to help kids 
learn.

That was about a year ago, and the 
skeleton, now named Pepe, is still in 
Wheeler’s class. She said Pepe hasn’t 
just impacted a lesson or two, but 
has transformed the school’s culture 
into one where kids are excited about 
learning.

“The kids, oh my gosh, I can’t even 
tell you how much they honor the 
experience,” Wheeler said. “It gave 
so much value to our program that 
someone would recognize that high 
schoolers are worthy of something 
that could be at a medical school.”

It certainly is valuable. Rotary LO-
CAL fulfills grant requests for teach-
ers all over the city, from Marana to 
Vail, usually for around $500. 
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Rincon Rotary
Emily Dieckman
Tucson Local Media

COMMUNITY


