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I
n and eff ort to preserve the Colo-
rado River and Lake Mead’s water 
level, Arizona lawmakers passed a 
Drought Contingency Plan in the 

late hours of � ursday, Jan. 31.

� e new plan seeks to correct a wa-
ter defi cit in Lake Mead; lower basin 
states annually take 1.2 million more 
acre-feet of water from the Colorado 
River system than is returned. 

Arizona receives nearly 40 per-
cent of its water from Lake Mead, 

which is facing a 19-year drought. 
Since July 2018, stakeholders from 
across the state have worked to de-
velop the DCP, 

Marana, Oro Valley still 
afl oat despite drought plan
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DEVELOPMENT

B
y the time Marana resi-
dent Brendan Pajor was two 
months old, he’d already un-
dergone two open heart sur-

geries. Now nearing his fi rst birth-
day, Brendan is doing well, though 
there are some lasting eff ects from 
his journey so far.

Brendan is one roughly 40,000 
babies born each year with a con-
genital heart defect, ranging in se-
verity from relatively small threats 
to those requiring immediate sur-
gery, according to � e Children’s 
Heart Foundation.

While the origins and symp-
toms of the illness have become 
better understood by medical pro-
fessionals, there is some ground 
to be made in the public’s under-
standing.

Marana 
lends its 
support to 
local ‘Heart 
Moms’
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Zillow Premier 
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SaddleBrooke 

Impeccable 

2BR/2BA+Den 

& Bonus Room 

(2,300 sqft) situated 

on a spacious lot 

backing up to a hill 

for ultimate privacy.

Impeccable home 

located in the heart 

of Oro Valley boasts 

5BR/3.5BA/3 car 

garage. Fabulous 

East facing rear 

yard with mountain 

views

$480,000

1935 W Muirhead Loop, Oro Valley, AZ 85737 37164 S Hill Side Drive, Tucson, AZ 8573985739

$390,000

MINERAL

BEAUTY

Rows of beads and 
minerals for sale at 
the 22nd Street Gem 
Show. Over the past 65 
years, the Tucson Gem 
and Mineral showcase 
has expanded beyond 
minerals to include 
fossils, jewelry, 
meteorites and more. 
See page 8.
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