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Editor’s Note

The Southern Arizona
Arts and Cultural
Alliance hosted the
Holiday Festival of the
Arts and Oro Valley
Tree Lighting over the
weekend at the Oro
Valley Marketplace.
The multi-day event
included over 150
artisans, live music and
dance performances,
holiday murals, free
pictures with Santa and
plenty more.
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he Town of Marana will soon
be turning sewage into a community park thanks to their
recently opened Water Reclamation Facility. The “100 percent recharge” facility will pump
puriﬁed wastewater back into the
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ground, reﬁlling the aquifer and
nourishing a nature park.
“Two score and one year ago,
our forefathers and foremothers
set out to incorporate this plot of
God’s green earth,” Marana Mayor Ed Honea said at the facility’s
grand opening. “And it was all
about water.”
The new facility, located in the
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Marana opens water reclamation facility
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northwestern cotton ﬁelds of Marana at 14393 N. Luckett Road,
was originally a far smaller operation owned by Pima County.
Marana now manages the facility
itself, and receives water credits for
reﬁlling the town’s aquifer.
According to Marana Water
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OSIRISREx arrives
at Bennu to
learn what an
asteroid is
all about
SIRIS-REx mission telecom
engineer Javi Cerna had the
honor of delivering the good
news: “We have arrived.”
The declaration came from the
Lockheed Martin Space center,
where a team of scientists eagerly awaited a response from the
OSIRIS-REx spacecraft indicating
it successfully arrived at its destination, the asteroid Bennu. The
space mission, a collaboration between NASA and the University of
Arizona, launched Sept. 8, 2016.
Now only 12 miles from Bennu
after a two-year, two-billion-mile
journey, the spacecraft will spend
the next two years mapping the
asteroid’s surface, looking for a
stable and scientiﬁcally interesting
enough area from which to collect
samples.

Joe Lunne, Town of Oro Valley
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