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INSIDEINSIDE

W
hen people ask Kevin Dan-
zeisen how he ended up 
in the dairy business, his 
response is that he’s just a 

cow guy, and always has been. So was 
his grandfather. Danzeisen suspects 
that his youngest son (he has two 
boys and a girl) might grow up to be 
a cow guy, too. All of his children are 
animal people, but, as he can point 
out based on personal experience, 
there’s a big diff erence between tak-
ing care of animals and being the 

fearless leader of a dairy herd.
Danzeisen is the owner of Dan-

zeisen Dairy, which is based in 
Laveen (just outside of Phoenix) and 
provides milk for cities and towns 
throughout Arizona, including Tuc-
son. 

In a process that is all-at-once old 
fashioned and revolutionary, milk 
produced at the dairy is processed 
right down the road at the Danzeisen 
creamery, where it’s put into glass 
bottles that look like they’re straight 
out of the 1950s. � e glass bottles are 
more expensive, but Danzeisen feels 
that plastic aff ects the taste of milk. 

Plus, the bottles can be returned to 
stores, where they’re picked up by the 
dairy, sanitized and reused.

Kevin said that, to him, milk in 
plastic bottles didn’t taste the way it 
should. � e diff erence in taste be-
tween glass and plastic bottled milk 
was so noticeable that he decided to 
take a chance.

� e machinery used to process 
the milk is even more vintage. Dan-
zeisen searched the country for piec-
es from the 1930’s

Family-owned Dairy takes 
an old-fashioned approach
Emily Dieckman
Tucson Local Media

Emily Dieckman

A cow at Danzeisen Dairy waits in a special area for cows who haven’t taken enough steps for the day. A vet or dairy employee will check 
these cows out to make sure that everything is okay.
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M
arana Town Manag-
er Gilbert Davidson is 
leaving his post in Ma-
rana to take over as chief 

operating offi  cer in Gov. Doug 
Ducey’s offi  ce, where he plans to 
make Arizona a leading state.

“Arizona will be the num-
ber one state to live, work, play, 
recreate, retire, visit, do business 
and get an education,” he said.

Davidson said state agencies 
need to work in unique collab-
orations with entities including 
schools and nonprofi ts to drive 
that vision and continue im-
proving the effi  ciency and eff ec-
tiveness of the government to 
better serve Arizonans.

“� e governor and his team 
have identifi ed some pretty bold 
goals for the state,” he said, with-
out specifying what the goals 
are. “I want to be driving toward 
those strategic goals.”

During his time with Marana, 
Davidson saw the town through 
the Great Recession and a pop-
ulation increase of more than 
10,000 in 12 years. In the state 
offi  ce, Davidson is replacing 
Henry Darwin, who le�  in July 
for a position as COO for the 
federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

Davidson played a part in ex-
pansion of water and wastewater 
infrastructure, “establishing future

Marana town 
manager 
moving to 
the governor’s 
offi  ce
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