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E
ducation is changing. Perhaps no 
local institution better proves this 
than Pima Community College: 
A campus may close, certifi cate 

programs are growing faster than 
degree programs and online classes 
are outpacing physical classes. PCC 
chancellor Lee Lambert points to a 
few key “gaps” the college is fi lling 
that are the cause of all this transition. 

“High education is no longer a 
linear progression,” he said. “It’s an 

ecosystem now.” 
� e largest and most infl uential 

gap to the college is the “skill gap.” 
According to Lambert, there are so 
many jobs in the U.S. going unfi lled, 
not because there aren’t people 
available to take the positions, but 
because those people don’t have the 
adequate skills for the job. 

“Each of us needs to become 
more hybridized workers,” Lam-
bert said. “And we need to have 
more  digital skills.” As such, PCC 
is launching an Autonomous 
Driver and Operational Specialist 

program in May. � is program is 
formed in partnership with Tu-
Simple, a Chinese-American arti-
fi cial intelligence company that is 
constructing 200 new autonomous 
semi trucks in its Tucson ware-
house. � e idea is to train students, 
as well as truck drivers who might 
be otherwise replaced, in the very 
local and booming industry of au-
tonomous trucking. � ey are also 
working with Caterpillar and in 
talks with Raytheon for similar 
programs. 

Pima College adapting to 
changing education trends
Jeff Gardner
Tucson Local Media
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W
ith major drugstore chains 
like Rite Aid and Walgreens 
now  testing out CBD sales 
in select states, it’s clear that 

Americans have more access to man-
ufactured cannabis products than 
ever before. But many are still fuzzy 
on the diff erence between CBD and 
THC, or specifi cally how it relates to 
marijuana. 

CBD doesn’t get you high, but is 
known to have anti-anxiety and pain 
relief qualities. As such, local dispen-
saries are focusing more on CBD 
education than ever before to spread 
the word about this up-and-coming 
cannabis concentrate. 

CBD Wellness sells its products, 
including tinctures and topical rem-
edies, at multiple dispensary loca-
tions throughout Tucson. Matthew 
Scott, founder of CBD Wellness, has 
worked in the botanical health and 
wellness industry his entire life, and 
this passion for wellness drives him 
to take his understanding of the plant 
seriously.

“Some of these stores you’ll walk 
into, and o en there can be people 
who don’t really know about this 
plant or its medicine,” Scott said. 
“And my question was always, 
‘Where’s the real medicine?’

CBD eases pain 
and anxiety 
without the 
euphoria of 
THC
Jeff Gardner
Tucson Local Media
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TINY 

MONKEYS
The Reid Park Zoo 
recently welcomed 
the community to say 
hello to its newest 
residents with the 
opening of the Temple 
of Tiny Monkeys. The 
inhabitants of the new 
exhibit are squirrel 
monkeys, which live 
throughout Central and 
South America.  See 
more photos on page 
13.
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