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W
ith much excitement in 
the air, the Marana Uni-
fi ed School District was 
joined by community 

supporters and elected offi  cials 
last week to churn some dirt on 
the district’s fi rst K-8 school.

MUSD’s new “K-8 CSTEM 
School,” located on West Moore 
Road just west of North Dove 
Mountain Boulevard, is expected 
to open in time for the fall 2019 
semester. � e school’s initial ca-

pacity is set for 750 students.
Marana Superintendent Doug 

Wilson said that the district has 
long been at the forefront of 
technology utilization, so the 
development of the new school 
is just another way for MUSD 
to “push the envelope” in terms 
of using technology to better the 
educational experience.

“We continue to look at this 
as an opportunity the ensure that 
we’re transitioning our education 
in a way that is really preparing 
kids for the future,” Wilson said. 
“And quite honestly, we really 

don’t know what the future looks 
like. So, we have to do a lot more 
problem-solving, and a lot more 
designing around technology. Not 
that technology will ever take the 
place of our outstanding teachers, 
but it’s here to enhance the learn-
ing experience and help students 
engage.”

Wilson addressed more than 
50 members of the MUSD and 
local community last Friday, May 
19, during a groundbreaking cer-
emony at the school site.

Marana Unifi ed breaks ground 
on new school in Dove Mountain
Logan Burtch-Buus
Tucson Local Media
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B
rushing the fi ve-hour mark 
during a regular session last 
Wednesday, the Oro Valley 
Town Council approved the 

tentative form of next year’s bud-
get—and set the spending cap just 
shy of $143 million. 

� e council fi rst saw the up-
coming fi scal year’s spending plan 
last month when town manager 
Mary Jacobs presented her recom-
mended budget on April 18. Since 
then, council has sat through two 
budget study sessions, at which 
time overviews were provided of 
major departments and the capital 
improvement plan (which lays out 
spending on town-improvement 
projects such as road widening and 
construction). Council will vote to 
adopt the fi nal budget on Wednes-
day, June 6 a� er a public hearing.

Little changed from the recom-
mended budget to council’s ten-
tative adoption, which is roughly 
$14 million more than the current 
year’s budget. Town fi nance direc-
tor Stacey Lemos said the major-
ity of the increase is attributed to 
additional revenue sources and an 
increase due to year-end fund 
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