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AUG. 15, 1935: SOCIAL SECURITY BECOMES LAW
The Social Security law included the greatest single tax burden ever appropriated by 

Congress up to that time.

The first person to receive benefits was Ernest Ackerman, who got a one-time lump-sum 

payment of 17 cents in January 1937. Ida Mae Fuller was the first to receive monthly benefits.

Since November 1936, when they were first issued, more than 450 million Social Security 

numbers have been assigned. Since benefits were first distributed, the program has paid out 

more than $11 trillion and taken in more than $13 trillion.
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs the Social Security bill.


