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‘We mourn 7 heroes’

Shuttle program will continue, Reagan vows

"The Atsociaied Press
Challenger's huge external fuel tank explodes into a fireball, and pieces of the space shuttle and its booster rockets start to fly wildly over the Atlantic

Challenger explodes;
teacher, 6 others die

By Howard Benedict Other abservers noted thai e
The Associated Frass ers continued 0 My crazly
the sky nfier the explosion.
that e problem might
originated In the gianE tank it

“We mourn seven heroes,” Pres
dent Rengan said.

The accident defied quick expla:
nation, though n slow-motion reply
seemed ta show i flame or othar ab-
normality on oae of two peel-away
rucked boasteny, followed by (e det
onation of the shultle’s huge exter
nal fuel fank. The tank-turned-fire-
ball destroyed Challenger high
‘above e Atantic Ocesn while crew — died In 4 launcli-pad trulnlng deck:
Tamilies and NASA officials watchied

1n despair from the Cape. Sea TEACHER, Page SA
The inside story

* Reagan postpones the State
of the Union speech for a day of tainly e
maurning. Page SA. 104

+ A Star aditorial and cartoon
pay homage. Page 12,
rkes on the shutltle.

# Tucsonans remember Dick
Scobee for his spirit. Page 4A.

xplodes 19

* Transcript of the mission’s
final words. Page 5A.
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Thnpatn the crew — Challenger lifts off normally, but  were, from laft: in froni row, Michael J. Smith, Francis R. Scobee
then explodes, shortly before the shuttle would have shed Ih and Ronald E. MeNair; In back row, Elicn S. Onizuka, Christa
B ot e journey. Members of the crew  McAuliffe, Gregory B. Jarvis and Judith Resni
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