Campo Bello Estates I

Site Of Griffin Home

Although Frank J. C. Griffin
died in 1960, his spirit, love of
and interest in Arizona history
still five on in the home:which
he and his wife Gay.baught 11
Years ago when they fivst
came g Tucson for his health.

Transplanted Heosiers af In-
dizna, the Griffing made a
lasting contribution to their

"adopted state soan afler their
arrival in Arizona. He spent a
year
side of the Santa Cruz river
after .poring over maps by
early Spanish explorers show-
ing that ar ancient Pima vil-
‘Tage existed at one titme across
from the present Tubsc. Later
he and his wife donated lund
which they had acquired in
Tubac for Arizana’s first state
park. The Jand 'was occupied
by the old Tultac Presidio.

He also revived the Tubac
Weekly Arizonian, Tirst news-
paper in the state, and pub-
lished it as an historicat quar-
terly. It was incorporaled in
1857 and published in this form
until his deach. He alsa spear-
headed the restoration of Tu-
hac, the state’s oldest town and
the fivst capilal of the Arizona
tetritory, ?

The home, in Campo  Belle
Estates west of North Oracle
Road, combines anliques
brought fram their Indiana
home with Indian and South-
western  arlifacts  garnered

reconnditering the east.

By Mary Brown

Citizen Homes Editor

alter their arrival here. Many
of the early works of Ross Stef-
an. Arizona arfist. who alsg
piayed a prominent part in the
restoration of Tubac, are seen
on walls of the home,

Her fatier's interest in hi
tory was inbhevited by his
vounger daughter, Gwendodyn,

wha is working on her ma
ter's degree in that subject
e  Un v ol Arizana.

Gwen hopes to continue on tg a
docrdrate, Younger son Frank
Jr.is a daw student at the 1] of
A, Mr. Griffin's oider son, Wil-
liam, manages his father's en-
oineeri company i South-
weslern [ndiana of which Guy
is still an officer. An older
daughter, Patricia (Mrs. Rob-
ert Lee) lives in South Newton,
Ind.

G
with her
search as well as on Lhe
Tubae, 2 oman, has been
active in Arizona Press Wom-
en for some eight or nine
years and has carried on hig
work in Tubac as an ive
member of the Santa Cruz Art
Associti

wha werked closely

tion.

n facl each February when
the annual Art Festival s
held, she opens up a lilde reg
laurani, El Presidito, which
was part of the building hous-
ing the newspaper. This is a
labor of inve as far as Gay is
concerned since iU's praclical-

hushand on his re.

Iy impossible 16 staff it for the
one week of the festival. Gay
feels, « hawever, thar relresh-
ments sirould be available for
Festival  visitors, so she
rounds up family and friends
and spends thal week making
sandwiches, brewing colfee,
and serving pies and cakes.

The present home bears it
e resembulnce o the building
Mr, Griffin and Gay baught
mare than a decade ago.

The ori structure was
builc of brick, They enlarged
i with several additions of
adobe. Three patio areas were
added, zs well as a dining
room, an office, a foyer and a
swimming pool.

History wasn't the only
thing the Griffins learned when
they first came lo Arizona.
Alter buying the house they
ordered rhe pool installed. Il
was o be ready when ihey re-
turned from Indiaaa that June.
When the July rains came,
the pool was so overrun with
frogs, there wasn't any room
for people. That's when the
palio wall went up = 1o keep
oul the frogs.

Walls throughout the house
are in adebe painted white in
living areas, pink it the mag-
ter bedroom, yeliow in Gwen’s
room. Carpeling in lhe living
raom is gold and in the dining
reom and foyer on lawer lev-
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