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4/20/21  SOURCE: University of Arizona, Binational Migration Institute,  “Recovered undocumented 
border crosser remains investigated by the Pima County O�ce of the Medical Examiner, 1990-2020”
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Fewer border crossings don’t mean fewer migrant deaths

FISCAL YEAR

The Border Patrol’s Tucson Sector saw a fairly steady decline in apprehensions at the border in the 
past two decades. But that didn’t lead to fewer migrants dying while crossing the border. Instead, 
the ratio of deaths to apprehensions is far higher now than it was in the early 2000s, a recent 
University of Arizona study found.

Recovered undocumented border crossers remains
per 100,000 U.S. Border Patrol  apprehensions


