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AUG. 13, 1898: ARMISTICE DECLARED  
IN SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR
The United States declared war on Spain on April 21, 1898. While there were 

several reasons for the declaration of war, the main ones were that the U.S. was 

supporting Cubans and Filipinos who were struggling against Spanish rule, and the 

U.S. blamed Spain for the explosion of the battleship USS Maine in Havana Harbor.

Eleven days after the war began, the Navy defeated the Spanish Pacific fleet in 

Manila Bay. The war lasted less than four months.
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Spanish and U.S. ships battle during the Spanish-American War in the waters off Manila, 
Philippines, in 1898.


