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Low soil moisture levels have plagued the Upper Colorado 
River Basin states of Utah, Colorado and Wyoming for 
several years, and the percentages of moisture in the soils 
remained low there as of Thursday. Because of that, much 
of the mountains' melting snowpack is soaked up by soils 
rather than running o� into the river. That significantly 
reduces spring/summer runo� from the Upper Basin into 
Lake Powell and ultimately Lake Mead, which stores 
drinking and irrigation water for Arizona, Nevada, California 
and Mexico.

Parched soils spell trouble for the Colorado 

DETAIL AREA

>500%
Percent average

300-500%

200-300%

150-200%

130-150%

110-130%

100-110%

90-100%

70-90%

50-70%

30-50%

0-30%

Soil moisture,
Oct. 21 ,2021

ARIZONA NEW MEXICO
COLORADOUTAH

W
YOM

INGID
AH

O

10/24/21  SOURCE: The Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
of the National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration
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