STREET SMARTS

OURTESY OF JOHN PATTISON

a
The original home of Annie Lester s seen In 2012, The homestead had chicken houses, a barn. a windmill and a tank, and 10 acres of fenced land,

Woman’s homestead led to Lester St.

By David Leighton
FOR THE ARZONA DALY STAR
Running cast and west betsween Speedway
and Grant Road is a street named after a
w(\manwhohcmumadcdnnmnunh ofthe
Uniressyor
Mari Lostor was born Auna Marie
Sttt in 1871, in Bavaria, Germany. She
was one of three girls born to George M. and
arbara Stattelman, both from Germany. She
received her early education at the Ursuline
Convent in Munich, then came to Tucson by
train in 1889 with her parcnts and one sister —
her other sister dicd in Chicago. Annie be-
camean American citizenat age 21.
OnTeb. 5, 1898, at age 26, she made claim to
a large tract of land encompassing Park Av-
enue to Cherry Avenue, from Lester Street to
Gram Rmd (then called North Street). Her
s built later that year near North
anls Rlls Averue and East Lester Strect.
Other houses were builtin the area later.
In records of the homestead believed to be
om 1903, Annie said the primary residence
wes 321y 52 foft: I i i e e
and a barn, 10 acres of fenced land, a wel
Srindril, 4 tank and other sl Duldinge.
Thee: tlmatcdva.hxc at the time was n 500.
In 1899, Annie mmmd T. Lester,

EDITOR'S NOTE

Each weekthe Star tels the stories behin Tuc-
son street names. I you have streets to suggest
or stories to share, contact writer David
Leighton atstreetsmarts@azstamet.com

workers for the ranch who had children.
ter Jr. was a leading con-
tender for the heavyweight boxing crown. At
one point he was managed by famed promoter
“Tex Rickard and fought at Madison Square
Garden. His most famous fight in the South-
west was in Nogales, Sonora, in 1926, He lost
10 Jack fohinson, the first African-American
heavyweight champion.
Annie died Aug16, 1058, in Berkeley, Calif.

Sources:
~Special thanks o Chip Traversof Generaton Grapics and
Chris Starks of PAC Promations.

Emails from Barbara Conover Bacon (granddaugherof
Annie Lester)

mvm sketchof Anne Leste,Arizona Historcal

who at the time was of the
Niammoth Gold Mines, Frank was born

estate and for the Southern Pacil

They had three children together:  Frankc Jr., her S nocel e i, 5o

22613

. in1928.
According to Florence, when Annie tried to
1858 in Kewanee, IIL., and later worked xiis real geta leacher for her children out to her ranch

Crayeroft Road
KolbRoad

Wikmot Road

~“Anna Lester Dies on Coast Tucson Citzen, Aug. 19,1958
~*Frank M. Lester, Former Heavyweight Barer,Dies. Tucson
Citzen, Jan. 3.1956

 eferson Park Neighborhoot's 100th Birthday
Celebration pamphiet, Oct. 17,1998

~Phoneinterview with ynne elerson (ormer neighbor of
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