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AUG. 26, 1944: PARIS IS LIBERATED
After four years of Nazi rule, Paris was liberated by French and American forces. A similar 

announcement had gone out two days earlier, but the Germans had resumed fighting.

This time, the German commander signed a document ordering his troops to cease fire.

Parisians had fought inside the city against the Germans for almost a week. As the French 

and American armies moved in, there was fighting in the streets for the better part of the 

day before the cease-fire was declared.
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Through streets lined with madly cheering Parisians, Gen. Charles de Gaulle made his parade from the 
Arc de Triomphe to the Place de La Concorde on Aug. 27, 1944. From every building flew the tricolor 
flag, the Union Jack, and the Stars and Stripes.


