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AUG. 31. 1963: HOTLINE BETWEEN 
U.S. AND USSR IS ESTABLISHED
With very little fanfare and no ceremony, a diplomatic “hot line” 

between Moscow and Washington, D.C., was established.

While the two powers couldn’t agree on many things, they did agree to 

establish this emergency line to reduce the chance of an accidental war.

Once established, it was to be used only in case of emergency.
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The hotline provided direct communication for emergency use by the chiefs of staff in Washington and Mos-
cow. Pictured at the Pentagon are Air Force Sgt. John Bretoski, left, and Army Lt. Col. Charles Fitzgerald.


