July 16, 2020
High School Athletic Directors, Principals, Superintendents and The Arizona Interscholastic Association (AlA),

As a unified group of Arizona High School football head coaches we have designed this letter to let our voices be
heard. We commend school leader’'s efforts in making drastic changes to provide the best for our students. As
football coaches our number one focus has always and will always be providing a unique experience for student
athletes that is safe and built on teamwork.

We are concerned about the uncertainty that is happening across our state in regards to opening schools with in
person learning this fall. We have seen the start date get pushed back to August 17th. We have also seen districts
move in-person learning to after the first quarter, while many more seem to have the same goal. The AlA released a
plan for the fall season to essentially be pushed back the three weeks school has been pushed back so far. With all
this uncertainty it is probable that the season will be significantly cut or cancelled.

AZ HS football head coaches are requesting the AlA significantly examine a start date to be in the spring of the 2021
semester. There are a number of reasons this consideration is in the best practice for students, parents, coaches
and school communities:

e Safety and Guidelines. Schools, colleges and professional sport organizations are yet to figure out a method
to follow guidelines and procedures ensuring the safety of everyone. Coaches are not health professionals
that are prepared to lead this front. Resources and assistance in these areas are so complex we will be
unable to determine if our methods are effective until someone or their family is a victim.

e Providing the full experience of the sport. It has been over four months since many coaches have seen
their players face to face. Friday night games are great but they are not everything to the experience. These
students have already lost four months, soon to be five, and giving them a few games is simply not enough.

¢ Increased time for players to get college attention. AZ HS football will send hundreds of players to
college and continue their education and future in the sport. All high school players this season have missed
out on spring recruiting, spring showcases, summer college camps and overall lack of assistance to develop
their skills. Having a spring season will give these juniors and seniors an opportunity for college coaches to
see them face to face and on the field.

e Official shortage. We understand there will be hurdles to overcome but officials are here for the kids and not
the check just like coaches. Moving lower level games to Saturdays or providing double header lower level
games can help accommodate officials that will be at other sports

e Multi-Sport Athletes. We recognize that many schools have multi-sport athletes that are essential to their
programs and this will put a strain on them. This we cannot deny but would argue that it is better to give
students a choice versus making the decision for them by cancelling games or possibly a season.

e Give school districts time to formulate and execute a plan. We are about four weeks from when schools
are to open in person and many districts have not released a plan for the upcoming year. Most certainly they
have not executed or tested the plan to see it is effective. Saying we are going to start athletics the same day
schools open in person is unrealistic. Many coaches have not had much communication with their district
leaders that are making these decisions because they simply do not have time to consider athletics with the
weight of the school year starting in a month.

e Avoiding drastic district decisions to cancel or keep. We have seen districts already say that they have
cancelled fall sport participation. The AlA stated in their fall plan on July 10th that it will be determined by the
district to deem if they feel safe to allow fall sports. Forcing districts to make this decision now will have
several choose on the side of caution. This will of course be devastating to those schools but also affect other
schools who will have trouble finding games. Not to mention we will see a mass transfer of athletes to schools
who are allowing fall sports.

e Collaborating with spring coaches/sports. It was devastating to witness the cancellation of spring sports
last year. We understand the inconvenience to have more sports going on in the spring and will be very
accommodating to the traditional spring sports. Moving practice locations and times are just a few of the
obstacles we know we will have to work around.



As we have seen other states moving to a model that moves fall sports to the spring, we are hoping to be a part of
the bold and difficult decision to do the same. It will require more work from all stakeholders but we are doing this for
children and thus will do whatever it takes. Thank you for your consideration.
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