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MOTION FOR LEAVE TO TAKE
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(Assigned to Judge Kuhn)

Defendants.

Attached are Exhibits 8 and 9 to Plaintiff s Motion for Leave to Take

VS.
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argument on May 19,2023 at 1 l:00 a.m. The exhibits are relevant to Plaintiff s

argument regarding the existence of public records not referenced in the

privilege log and the scope of Defendant's claimed privileges.

DATED March 70,2023.

MILLER, PITT, FELDMAN & MoANALLY, P.C

By /s/ Peter Tímoleon
Stanley G. Feldman
Peter Timoleon Limperis
Timotþ P. Stackhouse

THE LEADER LAW FIRM, P.C.

By /s/ John P. Leader
John P. Leader

COPY of the foregoing emailed
this 1Oth day of March,2023 to:

Daniel P. Struck
Nicholas D. Acedo
Struck Love Bojanowski & Acedo, PLC
3100 W. Ray Road, Suite 300
Chandler, AZ 85226
Attomeys for Defendant Pima County

Paul Loucks
DeConcini McDonald Yetwin &,Lacy
2525 E. Broadway, Ste. 200
Tucson, AZ85716
Attomey for Defendant Pima County Attomey's Office and Laura Conover

/.s/ Ellie S Rvan
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EXHIBIT 8



DECLARATION OF NINA TRASOFF

Nina Trasoff declares, under penalty of perjury, that the following is true and

correct

1. I am a resident of Tucson, Arizona.

2. I have worked in the past as a journalist and was, at one time, an elected

official of the City of Tucson.

3. I have been retired for several years.

4. I have known Laura Conover for several years and consider her a good

friend

5. I helped Ms. Conover on her campaign for Pima County Attorney,

soliciting support and holding fundraisers.

6. Ms. Conover has never employed me or paid me to do any work. All

work I have done for her at any time was as a volunteer

7. Generally, the only work I did for Ms. Conover once she took office as

Pima County Attorney was to assist as a volunteer in editing press releases and

similar public documents - mostly clariffing verbiage, grammar, and flow.

8. I have never attempted to or been asked to do any substantive policy or

legal work for Ms. Conover.

9. I am also a friend and neighbor of Stanley Feldman.
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10. I have known for some time that he is one of the lawyers representing

Louis Taylor in a federal court case

ll. Shortly after Ms. Conover took office in2021, Ms. Conover told me

that she had reviewed Mr. Taylor's case and planned to exonerate him

12. Ms. Conover prepared a press release to that effect, and I helped with

editing and verbiage of that press release.

14. I went to Mr. Feldman's house and showed him a draft of a proposed

statement about exonerating Taylor by Conover sometime in 2021. Ms. Conover

knew I was going and did not forbid it

15. Ms. Conover did not release that draft, and so far as I knoq the federal

court case continued.

16. In May 2022, Ms. Conover told me a complete review of the files had

been made and that she proposed to issue a press release to the Tucson media.

l7 . I helped with preparation of that press release by reviewing the verbiage

and grammar, but the substantive information in the press release was prepared by

Ms. Conover, not by me.

18. That draft press release announced the forthcoming exoneration of Mr.

Taylor, but it was never released.

19. Sometime after May 2022, Mr. Feldman contacted me to discuss the

Taylor case.

20. The first question he asked me was whether I was or had ever been an

2
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employee of the Pima County Attorney or Pima County Attorney's OfÏice.

21. I told Mr. Feldman I was not and had never been employed by the Pima

County Attorney or Pima County Attorney's Office

22. Mr. Feldman told me his firm had obtained email records that indicated

that I had indeed worked on a press release announcing Mr. Tâylor's exoneration.

23. Mr. Feldman then asked me if I had a copy of the proposed press

release, and I told him I did

24. Mr. Feldman and Peter Limperis from his office met with me at my

house on February 7,2023, to discuss the matter.

25. They again asked me if I was or had ever been an employee of the Pima

County Attorney or the Pima County Attorney's Office, and I told them I had not.

26. They then asked me if I would give them a copy of the draft press

release that I had worked on and I gave them a copy of that which showed my edits.

See Exhibit l, attached.

27. I also printed the resulting statement and gave it to them. See Exhibit

2, attached.

28. They then asked me to tell them what I knew about the fact the press

release I had worked on had not been released and that several weeks later Ms.

Conover made a public statement to the contrary.

29. I told them that when I talked to Ms. Conover in May, Ms. Conover

indicated that Prof. Chin had just completed his file review
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30. Ms. Conover told me she was excited by the fact that the review had

shown that the fire was not arson and that Mr. Taylor had been improperly convicted

of arson and the felony murders of the people in the hotel.

31. When I next talked to Ms. Conover onthis matter, afterherAugu*.Z0Z2

contrary statement, she told me she had not gone forward with the original press

release, which had been scheduled for May 28, because Phoenix lawyers had

threatened bar discipline and possible disbarment if she went forward with the plan

to exonerate Mr. Taylor.

32. I have neither been authorized nor forbidden to share my knowledge

with the Taylor lawyers.

Dated: March 9,2023

a

lna Trasoff
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EXHIBIT 1



As your prosecutor, I move dellberatlvely, I take solemn my vow to do the rlght thing. And that
means rve do thlngs rlght, and not rushed.

.W
wat BerhðF5 predietrble' B'gt ar yerr pr€s€€tt€r¡ I den't,a€t'on Bredletlong or suspi€loñ' ef.

em€t¡eâ5-Añ*l*:¡rr
pepglôr,-

LãStWgek,,;íl¡'t.:¡:-'r:'ì.,ìr:ij;.':,:-:r¡.¡::li::.ryii:i.ji,ìllilr;.L::.;:,ai.rt;:l:ar!:r llt;t..,,.i1:ii::i;f.t..iì:

^eeaeluded 
that the Pima County Attornet's Oflice could no lonter support the c,rlmlnal

convictlon against Loulg Taylor in the Pioneer Hotel flre of 1970. r ìr: !.!!&:Ìii;ir.':i-1..:.¡.r!¡1.;

L¡'t¡Ll!.1:"il:¡*J.!rlilr.r¡lrdl.l::l¡¡t:{l!{.1;¡l¡¡r. ¡1¡r!,!r;TaarfilÙ.;t{.r¡la¡r l¡J¡¡:'1.:ilari¡t-t¡r.ttirl¡¡-l!¡:,1¡r
r,!!',¡¡:ii.¡!:::::r1¡ì!ir!rrì,1'j_fltriir:;::.rlrtrr':;til:;tìjra:itli.,¡lr¡t,lìt:rlr.,r:l::i:,iltrì;¡J:ri¡¡ii;¡Lt.tilt¡,,
jr,¡l¡ |i,¡;¡¡¡1;,i¡¡,:r11¡¡ ¡ .

Aa*+l.hen, as I have done the last 18 months for any famlly member who has lost someone
and found lhemselves entûngled ln the çr¡m¡nal just¡ce system, I pta+ted plac,.,t !¡gcalls.all
across the country to anyone we could find who was impacted on that unholy nlght in
Decemberpf 1970 when 29 ¡euÞ j,!.,'' were lost to the l¡¡e-tha¡ þa¡ plpgugd ogr: cqmmu¡lty
everslnce. Each chlld and grandchlld of thedepaÊed ;:!;'-r{¡get{eåe¡É.i+T.vei€e ir¡r¡l li!r.
I l.ì,: ¡ tr:i' ru :.rlk-,,!,r !1, : li:, ask me questions dlrectly, andþ he¿r thls truth:

Fire science has come a long, long way s¡nce 1970, end it is now unde¡stood thet eccldental flre
,,.t.i! :tr,,.more llkely causqd.-l"ff¡s !::.;.:, "rl ! lri. plon€ef Hotelþ¿e..np{n-eålirrlagåu+n rather
than arson. An4'

.l-r: i'r¡fi ltwasaccepted,¡:r,ir::,.'.".(StIF.lllR€NQþitr9ígtoallowracetobeconslderedevidence
ln a Cflmlnal lnvg5tlSAtlOn,jr lrr ,r. Ìr., " Ìr,I , r' I ,1 r'. t1'_, :.r{1':1u.t.r,*:l{ ,:nii {!'!,r!l!!\^rlr¡ lr.lrìi
'rì.;!i:,li;:¡r!.,ir .:. ¡r.ltrllll¡ggrlglnôl ¡nvest¡8ôt¡onwascontamlnotedbylh.i l)¡.ri-f i.,. ¿¡¡iJ the

concept that "black people are comfortable wlth settlng l¡res," which led to a proflled hunt and
in part to the deliberate targctlng of a 16 yea¡pld ¡t1.,¡ r¡ .r¡r:tl r who we know rescued several

t+eå.r i.'::.rti.rl .,,u,':.¡l l,r'r¡ì¡l¡- i¡r'¡¡r ll,'.' lts,- lhat nlght..te{eeteOd.li,r:rrrl r;;r ili.rì ¡¡:rliliry1, ìir.,r',r'.

,ea*.rrp.ata suspect bv dawn.

The ffre destroyedferetrer downtown's most popular hotelr0nly , :r,¡rl: ¡ ¡,ri¡.' the façåd€
r€mâinjlìti, lt harmed legendary famllies who ran businesses in downtown that would
eventually shutter ¡n the aftermath. The flre sc3ffed our communlty, AndJheþlåm¡ng¡1 ¡r¡1¡! of
the 16 yeaçgldJll¡r.k Jr¡t¡:lr l¡¡y, his prosecution, his 40 yeôrs in prlson desplte a quiet,
respectful pleâof lnnocencewâSthetrogic.rrrr',{rr"ì;r::! i.l ¡r::,irr.r l:¡-.;1 r-:.::,rÌt¡..rlbðnd-old{het
kêÉtjri.,¡r¡ ¡,1¡ri:¡.t1,*,thecommunlty.i¡¡: ¡,:v:.,r lrr.,rlr:riJrr,r;'.ltoðllñt. iåe lli.,r woundOf
injust¡ce continued to bleed unt¡l today as pe {i-:t' jr.Lr-tti: { a¡t.r¡:l¡ /ii llr : ri';"' {.1,i¡' ,'fllet :i Motion
to Vacate Convictior¡{nalþ ¡n CR-1971 - P¡mã County v. louls Taylor.
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ttke many of the commltnrents I madeþ$!älþs3!ûe Plma county¿lt$Eey,Fjuse
dld not come fast cnough lor some. An4 ln oomln¡ weels and months thore wlll be more
developmcntllgËg ç&sr¡ql$qJ¡hr other exha$tlve lnì,estltätlon!.to4cJq&. fôf*ñ€¡e
whe wani o "DÁJ tolreld cmcfm¡ü hond.ûlndnûr flot f oundlrrûprc¡c ¡cnfcmn$rr ihrfo

&åtbg¡¡st:stjst!
åhegkl_l:glbe rushed. A: Fi1¡t4l;ÊUl5r"Attor0eY lwll la¡ nei!hç-f!-f35!LeJ-qr politics infhlen-ce

lbe dgllbÊrållvr or i

Nnd¡[fe j{¡ny dthe cther lel_tg¡t¡es ¡ldrcforms $,e h¡ve lnttlåhqú[glggingmadjuana
expunt€ment, lnltbl oppearanca r€f,orm, ÈÍLcorvlctlon lntegr@
oo¡1cv and oractlrè cãnnot be turnÊd åround overnight. but u{g w¡ll .nntlnqêJo åddrÊl]B ånd
l.mnkm¡nt polkv chamq¡. Tfre Court wllltlq&rðlc¡r¡dt¡kethe m¡tterfromlhre.¿þ1þ
Itr,c¡lllç¡1.¡ola. W Eil wp wtll¡p@
aopj!If!-{!f:to strgl8lhlltlbe-Êylle!ì*sliulltse.l0tPjtga gas$u,

S**eJþPeopls's Ofßse hae nowfe*engldæEglen the @
¡lgålñ€rc€f thôt DÊcemb€r nlgñt ln 1970, ênd nqg52 ycars later, lt ls tlme forp+t+rrvCrcn
endþ.the hcallng gbegln.
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EXITIBIT 2



Frorn : Laura Conover <ta ura.Cotov_erp0ca
Date: Sât, May 28,2022,3:23 pM
Subject: draft op ed pioneer Fire
To: La ura Conover <lconovêr17@smail.c¡m>

As your prosecutor, I move deliberativeþ. I take solemn my vow to do the right thing. And that meanswe do things right, and not rushed,
Early last week, after an exhaustive 17 month investigation, our team reached a conclusion that wasperhaps predictable. But as your prosecutor, I don't ãct on predictions or susplclons or emot¡ons. And Isure don't act on political or media pressure. ldldnttake thls job to be popuiar.
last week, I concluded thet the Pima County Attorney's offìce could no longer support the criminal
convlction aga¡nst louls Taylor in the pioneer Hotel fire of 1970.
And then, as I have done the lâst 18 months for any family member who has lost someone and found
themselves entangled in the crlminaljustlce system, I started placing calls all across the country to
anyone we could find who was impacted on that unholy night in December of 1970 when 29 soufs werelost to the fire that has plagued our community ever since. Each child and grandchild of the departedgot to hear my voice, ask me quest¡ons directly, and to hear this truth:
Ffre science has come a lonç long way since 1970, and it is now understood that accidental fire more
llkely caused the pioneer Hoterto go up rn a brazing burn rather than arson. And,
Though it was accepted {BUT wRoNG} in 1970 to allow race to be considered evidence in a criminal
investigation, the orlginal ínvestigation was contaminated by the concept that "black people are
comforteble with setting fires," which led to a profiled hunt and in part io the deliberate targeting of a
16 year old black boy who we know rescued several lives that nightto instead end up es a suspect bydawn.
The fire destroyed forever downtown's most popular hotel. only the façade remains. lt harmed
legendary families who ran businesses in downtown that would .ventujlly shutter ín the
aftermath. The fire scaned our cc,mmunity. And, the bfaming of the 16 year old black bo¿ hisprosecution, his 40 yean ln prison despfte a quiet, respectful plea of innocence was the tragic band-aid
that kept the communíty from healing. The wound of lnjustice continued to bleed until today as we fileour Mot¡on to vacate convictlon, finall¡ in cR-1971 - píma county v, Louís Taylor,
Like many of the comrnitments I made to Pima county, lt did not come fast enough for some. And, in
coming weeks and months there will be more developments after other exhaustÍve investigat¡ons. For
those who want a 'D.4." to hold emotíonal, hand wringíng, fist pounding press conferencet thafs notme' lwíll not be rushed. A publíc officialis best when they are the cool, calm, and detiberative voice in
the middle of the storm that ls our current world.
And, llke many of the reforms we have initiated- mariJuana expungement, initial appeapnce reform,
conv¡ct¡on integrity- the court will play thelr role, and take the matter from here. ihey are again free to
disagree.
But the People's Office has now spoken on the nightmare of that December night in 1970, and 52 yqars
later, ft ls time for us to awaken and let the healing bcgin.
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Questions arise over Pioneer Hotel fire that killed 29 people in'1970 3110123,10:10 AM

Quest¡ons ar¡se over Pioneer Hotel
fire that k¡lled 29 people in 1970
TUCSON, Ariz. (13 News) - Louis Taylorwas tried and convicted of setting a

fire in the Pioneer Hotel in 1970, which killed 29 people.

To this day it is the worst fire tragedy in Tucson's history.

Taylor was only 16 years old at the time

He was released from pfison s¡x-years.ilgg after new technology

suggested the fire may not have been arson at all, creating reasonable

doubt.

Source: (Tucson Police)

Taylor has always maintained his innocence and apparently, Pima County

Attorney Laura Conover felt the conviction may have been wrong as well.

https://www. kol d.coml2023lO2l28lqu estions- arise-over-pioneer- hotel -fi re-that- ki I I ed-2 I -people- 1 970/ Page 1 of 3



Questions arise over Pioneer Hotel fire that killed 29 people in 1970

ln an unpublished draft editorial dated May 28,2022, and filed in court

Monday morning, Conover said after an exhaustive 17-month investigation, "l

concluded that the Pima County Attorney's Office could no longer support

the criminal conviction against Taylor."

She went on to write, "it was accepted (BUT WRONG) to allow race to be

considered in the trial." She described Taylor as a 16-year-old black boy who

saved several lives that night but ended up being the suspect.

13 News' Bud Foster I talked to Taylor in 2013.

Bud asked Taylor why he didn't flee the scene.

"Nah, run away, for what? For what reason? | had no reason to run awayi'

Taylor said.

Three months after writing the editorial, Conover issued a news release that

read "no further action will be taken" in the Taylor case. That's a reversal

from the draft op-ed three months earlier. lt also came just one day after the

Pima County Board of Supervisors held an hour-long executive session to

discuss the case and its potential civil liabilities in the case.

"We have one executive session itemi' Board Chair Sharon Bronson said

after the board came back from behind closed doors. "l move we proceed as

discussed in exec."

But there was some confusion from board member Adelita Grijalva about

what action the board was taking if any.

Bronson told her "we are just getting direction."

Whether that direction had anything to do with the reversal is something

Taylor's attorneys are asking because an exoneration could increase the
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Questions arise over P¡oneer Hotel fire that killed 29 people in 1970

amount of monêy Taylor can ask for in a civil suit against the county.

The county is insured for that

The attorneys are asking the Conover to be deposed to answer questions

about her alleged change of mind.

13 News asked Conover about that and she sent the following response:

"The Pioneer Fire decision was excruciating and a close call. lt involved
robust debate among the Senior Leadership Council here at PCAO. I

prepared draft comments for the decision to go either way. Arizona law only
allows me to consider newly discovered evidence that might come to light
after 2013, the last time a judgment was entered in the case. To date, this
has not occurred."

Copyright 2023 13 News. All rights reseryed.
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