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Malpractice-insurance debate centers on who's to pay

By BEVERLY MEDLYN
“The Arliona Dully Star

FHOENIX — Just three years after the
state’s dostors faced the prospeet of being
unable 10 buy any kind of malprectice in.
surance, Arizoni 1 an the brink of snother
malpraciice brouhaha and i mot mach
eloser (o finding & permanent scltion.
The state it mulling over whather it
shanld withdrusw {rom the plan that staved
disaster in 197, 11 1t backs oul, sick
Arizanans coud find themselves paying
mare for health care and hospitad
help dociory avercome a doubling of mal-
practice-ingurunce premiums,

103rd YEAR

J1 the atesays with the corres
sidy program, taxpeyers will comtisse o
mumlmunumm.m

Mﬂmﬂl it s highly iy o
practice Insursnce would
unsvailable in Arizona, some Iqri\llm‘
thiikits expense could forot some doctors
10 close shop of thal medical care will
become so costy that only the welloff can
afford i,

The problem must be reslved by the
Legilature, If the wrong move is made,
says Jack Trimble, director of the state

rtment of Insurance, it could bring

bﬂ]munmmn!rh screeching

The ko Lt g 1 ol ik
the ismue ks the House Health

Which mests tosomrrew = 400 8.0 0 Con:
sider two bils that offer ome alternative

McCortty. % Clondle amd
Vo s wrsied wih th miranee pro
lem for years. aod she eodorses

the siate sysiem for ansiher five years

The bl to keep the systern for five
years bs 0 pss the House, bt it
will face a battie in the Serate

The mos! basic wsoe imvolves who
should pay ot malpractice insurance —
doctors who pass thase casts on ta patients,
or caxpayers

Oty emough for Arizma, ove of the
mation's mere comservaiive saies. ihe
people v pay o he dectort nsmraace
he preseat

Whcn teghlatary adopted the current
malpractice plan, Arisona’s spproach was
wmique in the country, said Sen. Alfredo
Custierres. D Phoss

In 1978, Travelers Insurance Co., which
provided most of the malpractice insur-
ance for Aridusa physicians, notilied doc

tors that it would pall out of the market in
Apri 15

Former Gov. Raul Castro called a spe.
cial legislative session In Junuary 197 to
find a way to deal with the emergency.

Lan o5, Uhesr staffs and represen:
tatives from the affected industries came
P WAIh the existing scheme that divides
Fesparsibility between the state, the insur.
ance eompanies and the ductors.

Doctors had to come up with theds gwm
imirance fot the frst levelof coverage. Su
they pooied theit maney and ereated their
o company called the Mutual Insurunce
Co. of Artzona.

Arizona Daily

That company offers Goclors up
$103,000 coverage o each patient, and up
o 3000 if several patients cluim o bo
injured.

The next Jevel of coverage is provid
by U, oot Undoperang o, Sl
tered by the state Department of nsur-
ance

The money in the plan il come frum

cemiums charged fo doctors, but the
catch i1 that those premiums are half ax
much what the doctors would bo charged
by privaie insurance companies, said

(See MALPRACTICE, Page ID)
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Good Morning

Top of the News
Weather

Oumandlnd;. The forecast is. for
falr weathar to .y with umm mln
el ]
Expacind el
Rl low In the mid-4ls. Yesterday's high
and 1ow were 74 and 40

Soow coversd aroas of Orugon, Washe
ington and the Great Lakes yosterday,
hle xuln extended along the Pacific

from Northern Califormia through

Vaskingion
Snow s forecast today for the Great

changing 1o rain across (o the Pacific
cant.

Yesterday's national tsmperature. ex.
tremes were 70 at Glla Bend and % below
22703t Boaneville and Saransc Lake, N.Y
Detsils on Page 4A.

News

Valentine”: smyhnsmmm right along
with the buds. Page 2A.

Humble, indeed. Traveiers driven

enowstorm aren't Hicely to complain about
thelr accommudativas. Witha staff of 1,200
for its. capacity of 1,100 guests, It's nat 5
bud place to be snowbourd. Page SA.

it supported. A new

pl!lee(lnnw‘ylmﬂlmm
lnibe East. Page

Fence-mending trip. Presdent
Carter will travel to Mexico this week 1o
repair a deepening split between the two
nations, a development that some Ameri-
SASIA S i e o
hemi problem facing the Unis

Saies, Page HA.

Rights ““awareness.” The c:
administration reports an “increasing
awarencss'” of human rights a
workd in 1975, but torture and suppression
of dissent remain widespresd. Page 1A,

Faith and violence. 4 unified ap-
proach to violence, espocially where it
concerns the averthrow of political tyr-
nnny, poscs What seems to be an fnmir.
mautitable problem for Latin American
bishaps of the Roman Cathotic Charch

A,

Sports

Overtime victory. An;;.u 3 un-y

Mavies 16
Numes, Foces 34
Obitwries 1D
Public Recerds 4D
Salosn, MD, 4G
Spora b1
Teeweope 4G Trawel %
Listyle 14+ Tocs Today . IG
TV Wosk fallows Section |

[
s "
It's Open time!

Count on The Arizona Daily
Star 1o bring home the action
af this week's Joe Garagiola-
Tucsen Open

Qur coverage begins foday
wilh & big package of features,
facts and figures. You'll find it
in the sports section.

All week long there will be
complele coverage in news
and sports, plus special fea-
tures in the Ifestyle and enter-
tainment sections

Follow the $250,000 Joe
Garagiola-Tucson Open in
The Arizona Daily Star. To

Bloody battles ravage Iran;
nation on brink of civil war

It's a fine thing
to be sitting in
the driver's seat

Depressed youngster often ends

'n‘ms.umc
Arizsna Duy a1

Thirteen.year-ald Harry began -mu
ruagely {n s sghthgra clmreom

high school fp s
m»u-u.umupmum«-
5 13 oy P o i e

mm-un- g ak. The yoth
who was living with
pmmm-mum—
Succeeded in S

local police and sherifTs records, sven
mote youths in (his 4fe Eroup Anempted
suicide Inst month. Ope of them suc-
ceedod

Nationwide, the musmber of yourh -
cides is rising Tn 1968, LEM Detwesn the
892 of 5 408 1) commmiind e Tws

e betwesn e s of § wnd 8, 16
etween 10 amd 14 538 81 berween 15 w2
18 years of agr

By 197, the tomal suicides had risen

Wh_ml&milﬂ

years has ranked between secood and
the country. Arizons aversged
171 sicides: per 180
while the national suicide rate was
123 per 100,000 pesgle.
Many think Arizoea’s smicide mite i
high because of the stale's large senior
Gilizes poglaie.

64 dead, 325 injured
as air cadets mutiny

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) —
Khomini air orce ca

Mutinous

Hospi-
s reportad At least $4 desd ind 125
woundsa

Dazens of U.S. military advisers had 10
e kirfifted out of & Tehran air base that
was the center of the clashes.

‘The fighting, the bioodiest here in five
monihe axpaded a1y ctlans of iy
among [ran's armed forces fn the face

atcha ihe fghning tram un spatment
bulding windoy

“The [mperial Guant (hrew tanks, beavy
‘machine guas and hellcopter gunships into
the batihe. Hoapitals were in chass, the
Noors of some emergency roums awash

# The air force has been the most

the shehappainted government of Prime
Minister § Baxiar. Strikes and
riating forced the shah to leave Iran in
tnid-Jamsary.
Among the dead was an American cor-
n:]nlhll Jue Alex Morris, 51, of the Los
imes. Morris, a veteran fareign
uxrml, ‘was shot In the hesrt as be
and three other American reporters

with blood. with
atic rifles threw up nndbll b
cades in the streets us relays of mbu.
lances carted off the dead and wounded.
Tebran's military gwvernar, Lt. Gen.
Mehdi Rahimi, decreed a curfew until
noon yesterday, but Khomeini urged his
followers Lo ignare it, Heavy firing cantin-

(See IRAN, Page fA)

Shootings baffle

Coolidge

COOLIDON (KF) < Palet ey S
ve uncovered no

= young warking
ast-load restaurants, A third was
wounded sericusly.

1t just seems o be someone Who WAD gn

out and wanted 10 shoot someons,” Lt

Robert Bonney said Friday.

, was shain ot an E1 Taco
a

police

Police Det. James Trout said Green and
another woman employos were lone il
the restaurant when they hoard a knock an

0 the drive-in window.

Green went o answer. The other
woma said she started ta enter the Kitch.
, but heard what sounded Hke 8 cip
pistol and turned around to see Green
clutching her bloody chest

"wm been mn-cm i

er helped her 10 the foor
o ke wm The assailint was de-
scribed a5 23 t0 X years old.

gy Wor-
sharm, 2, and Cheryl Stinson, 19, 41 they
approached the counter 1o serve him
Waorsham, daughter of the restaurunt
owner, died of & head wound. Stinson UII

nix, mme 4 miles away
W' ot ruliag out anything," Bon-

Mnnuwmhmv
are related.

Me sakd some witnesses, nooe of whom

A
batwsen 21 und 29 yours old entored the
n-rtynllrvoulcllm shat the othar two

mmummm wars several witnesses

cars planaed o nelghborheod canvass t

" by o identify the mispocts,

Trout said the weapan o
been & sewall-caliber rovalvet,
2, and that some fngerprints
abtained at one restairua

rod to have

in rm months, four teenage girks
have been shot as they ﬂm\lﬂl on the
streets of nearby Casn Grand

1 black man, while others described him
23 Mexican.

“We're not sare ot this point that
they're not talking about the same man,”
he said

attention to themseives, but 10 alten the
ttention the children get comes oo late
Susan would often stand on 2 chair with
 noose around her neck ot 4:13 pm,, tho
time her mother arrived home each duy.
Mother 28 Susan

¥ will walk again,
The others have recovered. The assallant
or assallants have nat boen located,

‘Honney, asked If thers wus  passible

connection, sid: “1ts too eatly 10 tell"

up a suicide statistic

A ot of the reasons for ihede micides
are trval ings U bappen t0 1l i ids

the nm.'.:uu seold

and the {1-yearoid Tocsanan s now
desd.

He was lucky.

order your call
2

SN 8 e Wi e
suicide attempts last year. According 1o

And Arimos’s ssicide maie in recest

Often the young uscides want to drsw

adelescents are an the rise,” sald
‘Dennis Cantwell,

Cantwell said.

e a youth as old
as 14 doesn't understand that death is
final.

“Usually they know death s final" said
(See ADOLESCENT, Page 14)
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