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AUG. 10, 1936: JESSE OWENS WINS  
FOURTH GOLD MEDAL IN BERLIN OLYMPICS
Adolf Hitler had hoped to turn the 1936 Olympics into a showcase of Aryan 

supremacy. Those plans were foiled when Jess Owens became the first American to 

win four gold medals in track and field.

After the first day of the games, rather than congratulate Owens, Hitler decided 

not to publicly congratulate any winners.

Sources: biography.com, time.com and Arizona Daily Star archives
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After Jesse Owens returned home from his snubbing by Adolf Hitler, he and America’s 17 other 
black Olympians found a less-than-welcoming reception from their own government as well.


