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Hardmg dies in gas chamber

By Chris Limberls
!nﬂ Jim Erickson
Arizona Daiy Star
Fwnzncz—m Eugene Hard-
g, the Arkansas jail escapee who
beat, hogtied and fatally snot two
salesman in a Tucson matel 12 years
A0, Was executed this momning —
the first person (o die in Arizana’s
A5 chambor in 20 years.
Harding dled afier his sppeals
and pleas for clemency, going on

rding, 43, entered e gas
ch-mm around midnight. He was
undershorts and

Dokt up with three wires to o
heart monitor.

He st with his back to the mors
“than 20 witnesses.

He was strapped 10 & black metal
chair that i perforated (o allow the
palsonous fumes of cyanide g3 la

sarround the prisoner’s bady.

‘The execution began at 12:18 and
Harding wis pronounced deod at
1Z29am,

Hurding shook for six minuies.
Dusing that time e onked over st
General CGrant Woods,
ralied the riddle nager of i i
hand and extended it fowards
Wands.
While he was struggling agalnst
the straps, be looked over st hls al-

torneys and one of (he afiomeys
mwnnrd\nnmumm up signal.
Harding was able to visit with
SESUE DM o e oy
cution and his atior-
nty Sl i & it ot LeWIE
leaving the cage-like cell where be
wis wilehed by two guards,
A four-person execution team, in
a smail raom to Harding's right, pre-
pared he ol ofdiild wafer
acid. One member Was

Law enforcament officers check

David Sanders, The Aizona Daly S0

cars going Into the state prison.

@, Just hours

execution of Dan Harding

Candlelight vigil is held in protest of execution

FLORENCE — Win_barning
white candles and signs proclaim.
g ~Thoa Snait Mot Kl about
thres dozen demonstrators gathered
oufside the state prison here last
Rigat ta protest Don Engene Hard-
ing's execution.

“Imade s Yo s ongtme agothat
1 would do this when my sta
cided to take somecne's e, said
Chip Rowman, 41, 2 Pima County
1AM detesder v plomt & oot

for the hourlng drive lo
o

‘Rowman and other individual ac-

1¥IStS joined members of several

church and clvic groups— IN:NIIBG
st sl e Rl

e Contion
At he Dealh Peailty — In ‘3
condielight vigil surrounded by

*'A spiritual connection”

“We wanted to have & spirinual
connection with Dan o show qur
quiet protest of this killing," said
Donoa Hamm of Phoenis, director
of Middle Ground, a prison reform
‘and family advocucy group. Hamm

in i4ght of & recent poll showing that
77 percent of Arizanans support the
death penalty

“1 just emme far myself becausa
1 e | faouias satd 77-yearaid
Jean Spencer, & retired dolimaker
who lives in Florence.

Suzamne Diaz, 23, & Arizona State
University palitical sclence major,
.

s
friends do not share her anti-geath-
penally vlews. "Hopefully, we can
show that some people In Arizona
11" she said.

would nat allow
the pmmlm 1o march or use n
Ioudspeake

shr, nm came, even though
some saw Ineir protest as fullle

nlmhrunmm

Evcn = atheist Prescolt
¥ three Bous divels
Firsace o bt il

Sam Walton, founder of Wal-Mart,
IargestU S. retail chain, dies at 74

up $43:89 billion in 1991 sales and

DRI ok Sn N
108, Uhe feisty business pioneer who
never Jost fauch Wik i Arkeoms

i b e =

Walton wes & shrewd busi-
nessman who used nigh-lech man-
agement and lols of cheerleading lo
sell employees on a philesophy of
efficiency and service o fhe cus-
tomer,

Thal philosophy ensbied Wal-
Mart, which began with & si
store in Rogers, Ak., in 1962 to ring.

s
m nation’s largest retailer earty in

e abso made Samuel Moore Val-
ton ome of the richest people in the
Umu:u States. In October 1901,

migaine placed Nim and his
rmrmmmn Nos. 3 to 7 on fis Hist
of Ihe wealthiest Ameicans, Wit &
st worth of 4.4 billion esch.

Ry wad Hressared s Wl
tom's frienasnip
i vy much Cloion s "
was.._one of the greatest citizens in
the tisiory of the sisle of Ar-
amses,”

Wlte, icd sbo 8 s of
University of Arkansss
ences Hospital, where he et b

.,

lnrmmlnnlml Wal-Mart offi-
il sl

m Mareh 29, 1913, In King-
Eisher, OKIg, he aitended the Uni-
versity of Missouri, receiving a
bachelor's degree In economics in
1940. He went lo work as o manage-
ment trainee at 1.C. Penney Co,
then served in the Army from 1842
o 1845
After the war, Walloo opened &
Ilm}'mllm vntiely store o New-
‘maved It o Renton-
PEhe, AP I 1950 and reaarmed 1

“Bud” Walton, eventually operuied
15 Ben Franklin stores.

“Walton opened the first Wal-Mart
‘Discount City store in 1062 By 1960,
there were 18§ stares, but the com-

Sew WALTON, Page 34

1

1o valug human Iife.” said Max Beb,
47, a5 he carvied a sign reading

eists pgainst Capital Punish-
meat” oo aoe side and *Death Per-
alty is First Degree Murder” o the
er.

As the protesters gathered, curk
s torm ol et gu et
comners across from the prison
S T
and reg

M-nvnlm u_pro-denth-pennlty
rally was held about one-half mile
rom the protesiors in a privie
baliding on prison. grounis, Meilin
personnel were barred from hial

See VIGIL, Page 24

Sunny and wnm. 'rm

Is expecied lo
e of 11 ka3 s, Lk
for a bigh from 78 lo 83 egrees.
Far toaight with a low from 48 to

selected to pull 8 lever to drop cys-
nlds tablets info the solution, which
was poured under the chalr.

Identities of members of the tean
e ot relessad

Appesls continued even afier the
state Board of Pardons and Parole
denied Ilanl\l\ga r:pr]m

“Just seconds ag, fhe Niuth (US.
Umulr Courtof Appeats) denled &
matlon for stay,” Steve Tseftos,
spokesman for the Arizona Attorne:

Sl e md TN A

Anifcipating  defense move,
office had airaady filed briefs i
the US. Supreme Court, “We'll see
Wwhat they con get dare n the 1ext 25
minates," Teatfos sai

At 1207 am,, Tsetfos announced
tha the LS, Supreme Courl had un-
animously furned down an appeal.
By the time of Tseffos' announce-
ment, {he exeeation process

Ses EXECUTE, Page 24

Pleas for mercy
unable to sway
parole board

yers, dactors
nd Irlends of Do Eugene Harding
«dominated the first § naars and 49
SN0 H Ao e S
y pleading far nis ife.

mu the meeting's final minutes
‘made heir arguments moot: ail six

memhers of e Arzans Board of
Pardon and Paroies &

The state board bogan hearing
mmuw et
Unitat the Ari-

Doctors and professors
testified that Harding
committed the murders

ic:
which his umbilical cord
was wrapped around his
neck.

Dr. Mexander Don, & peychiairist

o Stale Prvud I Florence,

Doctors, professors, & priest and
Herding's brother asked Ihe six

board members to commute Hatd-
ing’s deaih sentences for (e brulal
stayiags of salesmen Martin Concan-
non and Rebert Wise al a Tucson
mutel 12 yearsago

1 just ask you all to o zame

real mercy, from your hearts,” Dar
12l Hardiog told the beard. “He's
never had a chance.

Doctors and_ professors lestified
e el (i, It s
ders partly because of brain damnge
Jableg fo = Fraumatls chlldbirth §
Which nis  umbili
wrapped around bis neck,

They sald ihal condition com-
bined with o fortured life of abuse,
neglect and institutionalization ihat
inklbited his ability to contral his

puises,

“It dldt nffect s ability o cantrol
himself in three areas — thinking,
feeling and acting,” said Dr. Rasdal]
Price, a clinical psychologist who

slifled vin 3 videotaped siatement
played for the board

Dir. Jonaihan H. Pincis, a George-
town University peychologist who
also testified via videolape, com-

o4 Harding's mental state with a
dystuntioml car —n comhieaton

o an engine that periodically Ficsd
and brakes that didn’t work —a Je-
thai combination.”

“They (the murders) were wild
impalsive acts directly related tothe
bruin damage he suffered and the
abuse (hat dominsled me firss 23
yearsaf islife."

studies of Harding el
the fequest Of (he stale Atiorney
General's Office, disputed  those
findings

Don, who has never met Harding,
said medical tests detected 0o seri-
ous damige 1o Harding's hroln, and
i D18 BeaFIor WS ol Consistent
with someone who is impulsive.”

Hal Sheets, one of Harding's utlor-
neys. eld ofier (=sts Indicate thal
up 10 Nialf of Harding's brain does
20t function propery.

“It was the part that coat
Higher funetions — the things (hat
make U hUMAR, " he sid. “But Dop-
ald Harding & still & human being.
He is capable of many, many acs of
Kincness.

Anather of Hardlgs lswyers
read leiers Harding wrote to mem-
bers 01 s SuBay seapi c1ass in New
York, most of which ended “with
s et Kisses, love from Donaid*

And he Rev. Raiph Fouler, who
nas spent 31 mowrs. in face-io-face
converstations with Harding over
the past five months, said the con-
versations conviced ham that Hard-
ing should be aliowed tolive.

1L always considered myself a law
and order man, | thought I'd just
strenghen the man mentally and
spiritually and thal would be i,

awler said of his decision o first
write Hardiog fiie months ago. “But
Twas hooked by his story.

“Tionald s sorry for what hag-
pencd, und he mever hid a chinee to
apologlze,” Fowler said.

He's 8 different person naw than
Sew HEARING, Page 24

Iran raids Iraqi territory,
bombs Iranian rebel base

By Eric Schmitt
61392 New Yo Times:

WASHINGTON — Tranlan war-
planes bombed an [ranian rebel
base in Iraq yesterday In the most
serlous attack by fran on Tragk terri-
tory since a cease-fire ended fight-
ing_between the two countries in
1638,

Traq said its groundfire shot down
one of eight Iranian F-4 Phaniom
fighter-bombers and captured iis

W "
officlal menitorirg intelligence: re-

# Hundreds of Iranian dis-
sidents storm Tehran's em-
bassies in North Amarica and
Europe. Page 8A.

Iruq's state-operated  Baghdnd

irmedialely denoinced the

raid. Jranian rebel leaders n Iraq

necused President Hashernl Rufsan:

8Bl of Irying 10 WRip up public sup-

port before Iranian elections on Fri-
&

e S0 Tk e Sgecy
said the raii was in response o

Sinck on Saturday by guerriias ot
the Mujahadeen Khalgh, or People’s
Holy Warriors, on {wo Kurdish trits
settiements. The attack took place in
‘western Iran where “several people
were killed, injured ond Kid-
RApped,” e news agency said

r

tine fundamentatisis in Parliament
The fundamenialists oppose bis ef-
farts 1o apen the country fo (he West
and institute 3 free-market econarmy
1o rebuild § nution that was shat-

Tered in the Iran-iraq war.
Marine LL Col. Kerry Gershan-
eck, o Pentagon spokesman, said
See BOMBING, Page 144
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