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When fentanyl smuggling rose in recent years along the U.S.-Mexico border, authorities seized the 
potent synthetic opioid at the ports of entry near San Diego far more often than in other areas of 
the border. When fentanyl seizures jumped last summer, more fentanyl started coming across the 
Arizona-Mexico border. Texas and New Mexico, on the other hand, still see much less fentanyl 
smuggling, according to Customs and Border Protection data.

Fentanyl smuggling focused on western part of border 
Oc

t. 
’19

No
v. 

’19

De
c. 

’19

No
v. 

’2
0

De
c. 

’2
0

Ja
n.

 ’2
0

Fe
b. 

’2
0

M
ar

ch
 ’2

0

Ja
n.

 ’2
1

Fe
b. 

’2
1

M
ar

ch
 ’2

1

Ap
ril

 ’2
0

M
ay

 ’2
0

Ap
ril

 ’2
1

M
ay

 ’2
1

Ju
ne

 ’2
0

Ju
ly 

’2
0

Au
g. 

’2
0

Se
pt

. ’2
0

Oc
t. 

’2
0

California

Arizona

Texas and New Mexico

Fentanyl seizures (lbs)

6/25/21  SOURCE: Customs and Border Protection ARIZONA DAILY STAR


