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SITE CHANGE
Demand for COVID-19 
testing is high, and the 
positivity rate in Tracy 
is trending higher than 
the statewide average.
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VIRTUAL AID
A charitable foundation 
wants to give laptops  
to students in great 
need. Applications  
are flooding in.
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QUIET TIME
Local sports fields  
are mostly empty  
this summer, but the 
parks do still have a  
spark of life.
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Clover Road families 
face hard recovery
By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

When a July 5 fire destroyed 
several Clover Road homes, it 
also upended the lives of the 
families who lived there. Four 
weeks later, some of those fam-
ilies are still trying to find new 
homes and face the prospect of 
being priced out of town.

Karen Lopez’s family of six, 
including her husband and four 

children, was getting by, splitting 
a $1,275 monthly rent bill with her 
father-in-law. Now that her hus-
band, Nilson Rodriguez, is back 
to work at a local tile company, 
they’ve got income again after a 
COVID-19 business slump. They 
have also received help from the 
Tracy Family Resource Center, 
plus a donation of $1,600 after

Arrests 
made  
in April  
killing
Press staff report

Two 18-year-old men from 
Stockton are being held on 
murder charges in connec-
tion with a drive-by shooting 
on Duncan Drive on April 24.

The Tracy Police 
Department announced 
Tuesday that Joseph 
Arquilada and Jeylan 
Chanhnoy, both 18, had 
been arrested in Stockton 
on Monday by Tracy police 
officers and members of the 
U.S. Marshals Service.

The two had been sought 
in connection with the killing 
of Raul Rodriguez, 48, who 
was shot multiple times as 
he stood outside his home 
on the 1100 block of Duncan 
Drive. Police at the time did 
not know whether he was the 
shooter’s intended target.

Tracy Homes due for upgrade
By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

A 77-year-old public housing 

neighborhood in Tracy is due for 

a more than a makeover.

The Housing Authority of San 

Joaquin County plans to replace 

its 60-unit Tracy Homes neigh-
borhood on West Street with 
a public housing development 
that will include new apartment 
buildings with a recreation cen-
ter, new houses and a new apart-
ment complex for older adults, 
all designed to be affordable to 

people earning significantly less 
than the median income.

Peter Ragsdale, executive 
director of Housing Authority 
of San Joaquin County, is lining 
up all the financing needed to
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FUTURE SITE OF... A group of 60 homes on West Street belonging to the Housing Authority of San Joaquin County may be 

replaced with up to 160 apartments, plus a gym and a library, when the funding is in place in a few years.
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RECOVERY: Silvia Mejia (center), of the Tracy Family Resource Center, talks 

about relief efforts with some of the people displaced by the July 5 Clover Road 

fire, including Karen Lopez (to Mejia’s left) and her son Gaovanny, and Yeslin Ortiz 

(far right) and her daughter Genesis.


