
HARDER ON TRANSPORTATION HEAVY HITTERSPUBLIC SERVANTS
The newly elected congressman 
for Tracy sits down to talk  
about light rail as a commute  
alternative.

The Tracy Bulldogs bring a lot  
to the plate in their softball  
season opener against the 
Kimball Jaguars.

A Tracy cop and a defense  
depot firefighter are selected  
as the best of the year at an 
annual dinner.
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Passion to pay it forward

By Michael Ellis Langley

Tracy Press

The county sheriff ’s 
office made nine felo-
ny arrests last week in 
a child sex sting that a 
spokesman said was the 
most active in memory.

It began with benign 
ads about a teenager 
looking for friends posted 
to several websites Feb. 
15. According to Ryan 
Biedermann of the San 
Joaquin County Sheriff ’s 
Office, who is acting chief 
of the Lathrop police 
department, the posts 
were initially launched 
as tests.

“We posted on Friday 
to see the level of inter-
est we would get from 
these ads, and it’s pret-
ty unbelievable,” he said 
at a briefing just before 
the sting Friday that the 
Tracy Press was invited 
to observe. “We’ve never 

had this level of interest 
before in the several oper-
ations we’ve done. We put 
it up to test it and the test 
was just —” 

He broke off in mid-sen-
tence and lifted his hand 
from his waist to his eye 
line to indicate that the 
response took off.

The sting was orga-
nized by sheriff’s inves-
tigators with the help of 
the Lathrop and Manteca 
police departments at a 
hotel along Interstate 5. 

“Suspects are look-
ing for underage girls or 
boys. They were doing 
that via the internet,” 
Biedermann said. “They 
know, because we’re very 
straightforward with 
them, ‘Oh by the way, 
we’re 14 years old’ — or 
younger — and they con-
tinue the conversation.”

Space & Engineering students  
build playhouse for Banta School

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

ATTENTION TO DETAIL: At top, Alyssa Costa (from left), Alexandra Naraval, Diego Nunez and Christian Cayabyab, all seniors in 

the West High School Space & Engineering Academy, talk to Banta School students Friday morning about a playhouse they built 

and decorated as their senior service project.

By Glenn Moore

Tracy Press

When Diego Nunez built a 
doghouse several years ago 
as a seventh-grader at Banta 
School, he never knew he 
was laying the foundation 
for a future construction 
project there.

He and fellow West High 
School seniors Christian 
Cayabyab, Alyssa Costa and 
Alexandra Naraval built a 
playhouse as their senior ser-
vice project for the Space & 
Engineering Academy and 
donated it to Banta School 
with a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny Friday morning with Banta 

Principal Leslie Pombo.
For Nunez, it was a happy 

homecoming. He finished 
eighth grade at Banta in 2015 
after working with Pombo on 
a doghouse construction proj-
ect when she was his teacher. 
The lessons he learned then 
stuck with him through his 
high school years.

“We were in the seventh- 
grade class and all of our life 
we’ve been taught to write 
in the books and do home-
work and everything is on 
paper. So when we went to 
Mrs. Pombo’s class, she actu-
ally gave us the chance to go
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PLAN OF ATTACK: Ryan Biedermann of the San Joaquin 

County Sheriff’s Office, Lathrop’s acting chief of police, briefs 

deputies and investigators Friday about a joint operation with 

the Lathrop and Manteca police departments to catch suspect-

ed child sex predators.

Nine men arrested  
in child sex sting
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