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GETTING OUT

With restrictions 
relaxed, a local yoga 
studio has launched 
outdoor sessions.
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NOT FROM HERE

An unexpected visitor 
from the Pacific got the 
attention of the highway 
patrol and sheriff’s 
department.
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NAMESAKE

HEADS UP

Sam Matthews recalls 
another man by that 
name whose medical 
research once made 
quite a splash.

Tracy is scheduled for a 
Memorial Day flyover.
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ADVANCED PLANNING

 

CLASS OF 2020 CELEBRATIONS Tracy schools 
administrator 
braces for big 
budget cuts
By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

In any given year, Tracy Unified 
School District Superintendent 
Brian Stephens can see budget 
shortfalls on the horizon.

Stephens expected another year 
of cutbacks as the student popu-
lation in TUSD shrank again, and 
revenue from the state was expect-
ed to be reduced along with it.

Then, last week, when California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom announced 
the May revision of the state bud-
get plan, Stephens learned that 

he had to brace his 
school district for 
budget cuts well in 
excess of anything 
it could absorb 
in a normal year, 
including layoffs 
of as many as 100 
teachers and staff.

As state reve-
nues decrease and 
spending to count-
er the COVID-19 
threat increases, 

schools statewide can expect to 
see their 2020-21 state funding 
reduced. Last year, the state put 
about $103.4 billion toward K-12 
education, including about $58.8 
billion worth of general fund 
money. Newsom’s May budget 
revision sees a likely spending 
plan of about $99.7 billion, with the 
general fund contribution reduced 
to $47.7 billion and with other 
income, including federal COVID-
19 relief money, only beginning to 
compensate for the difference.

The district’s $172.3 million in

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

T
oday is the last day of an unusual school year, and the class of 2020 has been finding 
novel ways to celebrate in light of social distancing requirements. At top, Tracy High 
School FEAST teacher Diane Pacheco takes a selfie with Andre Orellana during the 

school’s “Once a Bulldog, Always a Bulldog” senior class parade Friday. Above, a Kimball 

High School senior rides in her class parade Wednesday before an outdoor slideshow. More 

photos from those events are inside, as are lists of graduates from West High School and 

Mountain House High School, with more schools to come in the coming weeks.

“I think 
everything 

is on the 
table.”

— Brian 
Stephens  

Tracy Unified 

School District 

superintendent

SCHOOL BUDGET, continued on page 4

SERVING TRACY AND MOUNTAIN HOUSE

WWW.TRACYPRESS.COM |      TPtracypress


