
T
he saying, “Same stuff, different day” has never felt more 

apropos. The hours and days are running into each other as 

weeks of sheltering-in-place leave us yearning for normalcy, and 

a return for the simple joys of life: lounging maskless on a beach, playing 

softball or bridge or poker with friends, relaxing into a pedicure, and 

taking in a good movie. In a theater. With popcorn and strangers and 

those weird fruit candies that get stuck in your back teeth.

 Fortunately, some agencies are doing their best to help their charges 

navigate these trying times. San Lorenzo Valley High School Principal 

Jeff Calden is in charge of keeping his students headed towards 

success. It’s not always easy, but it’s rewarding (or so he leads us to 

believe). Over shared coffee and pumpkin pie inside a local coffee shop 

(but really probably via email), Calden shared an eagle-eye view of his 

720 kids.

Press Banner: First, tell me about how the high school is managing 
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I
f the idiom, “Absence 

makes the heart grow 

fonder,” is correct, our 

hearts are experiencing 

extraordinary heights of 

fondness.  Especially towards 

teachers and childcare work-

ers, since schools and daycar-

es were closed to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19.  While it 

appears that our communi-

ty will continue to grow that 

appreciation in the months to 

come, the Boys and Girls Club has recently begun 

to alleviate the overwhelming need for childcare in 

Santa Cruz County. Across the county, clubhous-

es have begun to accept the children of essential 

workers for a full day program (8 a.m.-6 p.m.) from 

Monday through Friday.

According to Maia Yates, the Scotts Valley 

Unit Director of the Boys and Girls Club, three 

clubhouses are operat-

ing in the county, “Live 

Oak will open May 11th 

for the Essential Worker 

Childcare Program, the 

Downtown Clubhouse 

has been open for a few 

weeks, and Scotts Valley 

(the Aliberti Clubhouse) 

opened 2 weeks ago.”  So 

far, our local clubhouse 

in Scotts Valley, can only 

serve 12 kids while main-

taining safe practices.  

Yates is waiting, “to see 

when Gavin Newsom will 

move to Stage 2, which 

will potentially allow for 

another 12 children to get 

off  our waiting list.”   

With only 12 spots, 
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BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS’ 

ESSENTIAL WORKER CHILDCARE 

By, christina Wise,
staff reporter

Free Tire Rotation
Free Brake Inspection
Not to be combined 
with any other offerService Over $500 Oil Change

$50OFF OFF$50OFF OFF

Kids enjoy help with homework at the Club.
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