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ROUGH START

The Mountain House 
Mustangs opened  
WAC play with a loss  
at Davis High.
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TRADITION

TAKE FLIGHT

The Jaques family  
continues to keep 
tomatoes growing  
year after year.

The Millennium Falcons 
are leading off the 
season for homecoming 
celebrations.
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ADVANCED PLANNING

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

Now that the city of Tracy is in the 
process of “unwinding” a development 
agreement between the city and Surland 
Communities LLC, the Tracy City 
Council is also considering how to move 
forward on the aquatics center that was 
a key feature of that agreement.

The council is dealing with the after-
math of a court ruling against the 
city and the developer in the case of 
Mitracos vs. City of Tracy and Surland 
Communities LLC, in which a San 
Joaquin County Superior Court judge 
declared in February 2020 that the city 
violated the California Government 
Code when it amended a development 
agreement with Surland, allowing the 
developer to potentially secure more 
residential growth allotments (RGAs) 
than were needed to complete the Ellis 
development at the south end of town.

On Tuesday the Tracy City Council 
voted 4-0 to rescind a series of resolu-
tions that previous councils had approved 
before the amended portion of the devel-
opment agreement was invalidated.

Among those resolutions was an 
action from August 2020 when the 
Tracy City Council approved the Final 
Aquatic Center Conceptual Plan, which 
envisions a center with a competition 
pool, lazy river feature, waterslides and 
recreational pool, all for a cost of about 
$65 million.

Before rescinding that resolution the 
council sought assurances from the 
city attorney and city staff that the 
basic concept of the aquatics center and 
the budget and funding for the project 
would remain in place, and that the city 
could move forward on the project, be 
it a reimagined project or something 
similar to what the council endorsed in 
August 2020.

By Glenn Moore

Tracy Press

Kristin Kardous will lead the 
Tracy City Center Association 
as the interim executive direc-
tor following the death of long-
time director Dino Margaros 
in August. Kardous has been 
with TCCA for 6 years serving 
as the  district manager.

“For me it was feeling a little 
bit guilty accepting the inter-
im executive director position 
because I don’t think anybody 
will be able to fill Dino’s shoes, 
but I know he would say, ‘You 
got this,’” Kardous said, add-
ing that she was honored that 
the TCCA board would choose 
her for the leadership role at 
this time.

“For that I’m thankful. 
Talking to them I was in tears 
a few weeks ago thinking 
about what it would like if I left 
and that breaks my heart and 
I realize at this time it’s not the 
right move for me to leave.”

TCCA president Johnny 
Oh said the downtown orga-
nization’s board of directors 

selected Kardous for the inter-
im executive director position 
at its Sept. 14 meeting.

“We have a lot of events 
coming up over the next cou-
ple, several months, so I think 
the main focus for everyone at 
this table and even our board 
was to get through these 
events into kind of like our off 
season which typically starts 
at the beginning of January 

and reassess,” Oh said.
“Kristin, with her former title 

was kind of doing a majority of 
that to begin with, we felt that 
we needed to be somewhat unit-
ed in this direction of where we 
wanted TCCA to go and that 
unanimously our board agreed 
that Kristin would be that per-
son to lead that charge.”

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

CELEBRATION: Members of the West High M.E.CH.A Club dance along Central Avenue as they join in the 

South Side Community Organization’s Mexican Independence Day parade Saturday morning. The parade fea-

tured bands, classic cars and dancing horses along the route to the Lincoln Park. More photos are on page 13.

MEXICAN HISTORY, CULTURE ON PARADE

TCCA selects interim executive director

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

LEADERSHIP: Greg Cose, (left) TCCA board member and chair of the CenTen 

committee, and Johnny Oh, TCCA president talk with Kristin Kardous who was 

named the TCCA interim executive director by their board last week.

TCCA, continued on page 4

City takes steps 
on aquatics center 
process following 
court decision

AQUATICS, continued on page 3


