
T
his past week I chatted with a 
very busy and well informed 
man, Robert Gray, the Felton 

Fire Protection District Chief.  While 
we covered much, Gray’s most 
important sentiment was advice for 
our community in the coming months, 
“Be patient out there.  There’s a lot 
of people hurting who have lost their 
homes. The community needs to be 
kind to each other right now.  That goes 
a long way for people in the recovery 
process…. Everyone is hurting in their 

own way, those that lost their homes, firefighters, those who 
had to evacuate. The fire fighters aren’t just shrugging off the 
1,000 lost homes.  Every home you lose as a fire fighter hurts.  
Some fire fighters in pain of losing homes in our community, 
and their own home.  Even those who haven’t lost their homes, 
but were evacuated, are processing a lot of trauma.  Let’s use 
patience and kindness in our interactions, because we simply 
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Vacant and A Breeze to “Sea”
HIDDEN GEM ~ Walk to boardwalk, 

beach & town. Reverse floor plan: 
bedrooms downstairs, living spaces 

upstairs. 2Br/2Ba, open kitchen, enclosed 
patio, & French doors opening to back 
deck w/greenbelt view. Deck outside 

master bedroom. (831) 438-8400

Enchanting Cottage in the Woods
FALL IN LOVE ~ Located at the end of 

a road just blocks from town. Recent 
upgrades: repaved driveway, decks, dual 
pane windows, skylights, carpet, laminate 
flooring + more. 1Br/1Ba, updated kitchen, 
adorable sunroom dining area. Parking for 

3 cars. 2 garden areas. (831) 338-2125

Permanent Home or Vacation Getaway
COZY COTTAGE ~ Just a quick jaunt 
to town, live here comfortably while you 
upgrade this 1920s 2Br/1Ba. Most rooms 
open to private courtyard w/custom rock 
walls, planter & patio. Co-op community 

sharing 12 acres, common clubhouse, BBQ
area & private beach. (831) 338-2125

Desirable Lakefront Home
RARE CORNER LOT ~ Bright & fresh 
feel w/vaulted ceilings, recessed lighting 
in custom designed 3Br/2.5Ba. Beautiful 
lake view, recently updated open kitchen 
w/granite counters, newer cabinets & S/S 
appliances. Lakefront backyard w/patio, 
deck, dock, sandy beach. (831) 338-2125

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Chosen by 

Readers as 

2019 FAVE 
Real Estate 

Company

Boulder Creek | Scotts Valley
DRE #01879796

Showcase, REALTORS®

VALLEY PRESS  SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 pressbanner.com

Section Pages

15-16

KATIE EVANS

STAFF REPORTER

HOPE AND OPTIMISM DEBRIEFING WITH

FELTON FIRE 
Last week: The fire threatens the top of town, but 

Boulder Creek crews are able to hold it at bay, even while 
their own houses burn.

This week: The final installment. (As of Saturday, 
September 19th, the CZU August Lightning Complex Fire 
is 97% contained, with full containment expected within 
1-2 days.)

“T
here are still hot spots within the 
Boulder Creek Fire Protection 
District, and they still have a lot of 

fuel around them. Most areas where the fire 
burned in that first week, it burned three 
times: it first burned on the ground; then 
it would launch a vertical ignition halfway 
or three-quarters of the way up a tree, and 
finally, it would run across the crowns of the 
trees, and bald the tops of 160-foot redwood 
trees. For the most part, our district didn’t 
get a lot of air support during this period, 
due to the winds, low visibility, and lack 

of resources. Some fires, you have a string of ten helicopters 
coming in with water drops; here, this 86,000-acre fire has eight 
helicopters total. The state just didn’t have the resources. I don’t 
blame CalFire folks—they can’t use what they don’t have. None of 
the fixed-wing planes that drop fire suppressant were available. 
We knew that we had everything that could be given to us, but we 
had a tall order. We were resource-light, for certain.

“About 3-4 days in, Boulder Creek joined in unified command 
with CalFire when the incident management team took over the 
fire. They collaborated with local fire districts in suppression 
efforts to transition from active firefighting to mop-up, which is 
where you see more containment; that means most of the fire is 
put out, but there are still a lot of hazards around still impacting 
repopulation—downed trees and wires, infrastructure that’s been 
damaged. Plus, we have to work through all of that debris to 
continue to put out those hot spots that are deep in our mountains. 
Most of them don’t have roads leading in, which means you either 
need to use air support, or hike in. We don’t have air support, so 
we hike in. There are a lot of boots on the ground out there.

“Bottom line is it was a dynamic, extremely hot fire. Whenever 
we could do prepping on houses, we’d get out there and remove 
stuff from the fronts and sides of houses; we cleared objects in 
driveways to make turnarounds easier for our engines; opened 
gates and identified where water tanks and hydrants were. We 
prepped for the fire almost as much as we chased it. A lot of tactics 
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