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CHILD HOMICIDE

Couple charged with 
death of 4-year-old boy.

NEWS. PAGE 2

COMPROMISE

Downtown restaurants 
modify outdoor dining 
setups for retailers.
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TRADITIONS

Holiday dinners with the 
community date back 
as far as 65 years.
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Press staff report

Members of the Rotary Club of Tracy 
Sunrise weren’t about to let a pandemic 
get in the way of the 25th annual Senior 
Thanksgiving Dinner, as the club switched 
gears and turned the annual sit down din-
ner at the Tracy Portuguese Hall to a deliv-
ery and drive-thru event.

Nearly 200 club members and volunteers 

gathered on Saturday and Sunday to cook 

and box more than 400 turkey dinners for 

seniors across Tracy. The annual dinner is 

the club’s largest community service proj-

ect of the year.

Rotarian Harold Reich has been involved 

with the dinner for more than 15 years, noting 

Council votes NO on ‘Sanctuary City’ status

City continues 
talks on local 
hiring policy

Annual Thanksgiving dinner for seniors 
continues with deliveries, drive-thru

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

SENIOR MEALS: Rotary Club of Tracy Sunrise co-president Cindy Gustafson packs a senior Thanksgiving dinner 

bag for delivery Sunday afternoon at the Portuguese Hall.

THANKSGIVING, continued on page 3

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

The city of Tracy’s effort to estab-
lish priority for local jobs is close to 
becoming a city policy.

Bit by bit, city officials and the San 
Joaquin Building Trades Council 
are hammering out an agreement 
that will define which contractors 
will get city jobs, with the emphasis 
on companies that are either Tracy-
based, or that hire Tracy workers.

Over more than 2½ hours at the 
Tracy City Council’s Nov. 17 meet-
ing, the council heard from negoti-
ators and representatives of labor 
groups regarding the status of the 
“project labor agreement” (PLA) 
with the building trades council. It’s 
a discussion that has been ongoing 
for just over a year, with six in-per-
son meetings between the city’s 
team, including the city’s human 
resources department and city-
hired attorneys, and the building 
trades council.

The negotiations came to a halt 
in March as COVID-19 quaran-
tines took hold, but two more vir-
tual meetings since then brought 
the negotiations a little bit closer 
to an agreement.

LABOR CONTRACTS, continued on page 4

Brianna Guillory

Tracy Press

Eyes were on city council 
Tuesday night as residents waited 
to see what city officials would 
decide on how Tracy would 
respond to the state of California’s 
newest COVID-19 restrictions.

After nearly two hours of pub-
lic comment, an hour and a half 
of discussion and four motions, 
the Tracy City Council voted 3-2 

in a special meeting, with Mayor 
Robert Rickman and Mayor Pro 
Tem Nancy Young dissenting, 
to minimize the use of criminal 
enforcement for non-compliance 
of COVID-19 restrictions, instead 
letting the burden of criminal 
enforcement fall onto the public 
agencies directly affected while 
Tracy Police Department would 
still document incidents and edu-
cate the public. Secondly, council 

voted 4-1, with Rickman dissent-
ing, to form a COVID-19 strategies 
committee between city staff and 
business stakeholders. 

The two motions that didn’t 
pass were the small business-
es-backed motion to declare Tracy 
as a sanctuary city and a motion 
to file an injunction against the 
state as it pertained to the qual-
ifications of what is deemed an 
essential business. Both motions 

failed 2-3, with Councilmembers 

Dan Arriola, Veronica Vargas and 

Rhodesia Ransom dissenting.

According to a Yelp Local 

Economic Impact Report — refer-

enced also at the city council meet-

ing — as of Aug. 31, over 160,000 

businesses have closed in the U.S. 

since the start of the coronavirus 

pandemic back in March. 

SANCTUARY CITY, continued on page 7


